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PREFACE 


Family  letters  written  during  the  period  of 
the  American  Revolution,  however  personal 
they  may  be,  must  always  possess  an  interest 
for  those  curious  to  learn  of  the  life  and  opinions  of 
the  time.  The  principal  value  of  the  following  col- 
lection of  letters  lies  in  the  pen  picture  they  supply 
of  the  daily  life,  occupations  and  amusements  of  an 
American  absentee  of  independant  circumstances  — 
a gentleman  of  education  and  social  attainments  who 
did  not  consider  “the  conduct  of  the  British  King 
and  Parliament  sufficient  to  justify  a revolt.” 

Writing  a century  or  more  ago,  Doctor  Bentley, 
the  Salem  diarist,  mentions  the  existance  of  these 
letters,  even  then  treasured  by  the  family.  In  later 
years  they  were  lost  sight  of  and  were  found  but 
recently  in  the  keeping  of  a collateral  branch.  They 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Dudley  Leavitt 
Pickman  of  Boston. 

It  is  a matter  of  great  regret  that  such  letters  from 
the  Pickman  family  in  Salem,  as  reached  their  des- 
tination, were  not  preserved.  Only  two  have  been 
found.  A score  of  letters  of  the  type  of  the  one  that 
Love  Rawlins  Pickman  wrote  to  her  son  after  the 
battle  of  Lexington  would  give  character  to  any  nar- 
rative. A number  of  interleaved  almanacs  in  which 
he  kept  his  diary  have  also  disappeared;  but  enough 
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remains  to  show  the  daily  round,  and  here  and  there 
is  recorded  a fact  of  general  interest. 

On  learning  of  the  discovery  of  the  Pickman  let- 
ters and  diaries  the  late  Senator  George  Peabody 
Wetmore  proposed  that  they  should  be  printed,  but 
he  died  before  much  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
work  of  their  preparation  for  the  press.  In  the  ful- 
fillment of  this  intention  they  are  now  published  by 
his  daughters. 

Mr.  William  Crowninshield  Endicott  has  assisted 
greatly  in  collecting  the  original  papers  and  also  in 
obtaining  genealogical  data  and  illustrative  material. 
Thanks  are  also  due  to  Miss  Martha  Catharine  Cod- 
man,  Mr.  T.  E.  G.  Lynch,  Dr.  Henry  Pickering 
Walcott,  Judge  Robert  Walcott,  Mr.  Dudley  Leavitt 
Pickman,  Mr.  Samuel  F.  Walcott,  and  to  the  Essex 
Institute. 
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Nathaniel  Pickman,  the  settler,  came  to 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  from  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, and  was  granted  land  lying  on  the 
south  side  of  Forest  River,  on  July  25,  1639,  “next 
vnto  the  Widow  Diks  land.55  He  married  the  widow 
Tabitha  Dike  the  same  year,  she  being  his  second 
wife.  He  was  born  at  Levens  Mead,  “the  chief  seat 
of  the  dissenting  interest55  in  Bristol,  and  emigrated 
with  his  three  sons  — Nathaniel,  Samuel  and  John. 
The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  not  known.  He  was  a 
house  carpenter  and  built  many  houses  in  and  about 
Salem.  In  1647  he  built  “a  House  for  John  Winth- 
rope  Esq  at  ye  Poynt  on  Royall  Neck55  (Royal  Side, 
Beverly)  — where  Winthrop  set  up  his  salt  works. 
He  erected  the  town  stocks  and  whipping  post  in 
1 657;  was  frequently  employed  to  repair  the  meet- 
ing house;  and  for  many  years  was  “Gunner  of  ye 
Towne  for  the  mainteigning  & ordering  of  the  Great 
Artillery  to  see  that  ye  Guns  are  mayd  Fitt  for  sarv- 
ice.55  In  1664  and  1665  he  served  as  constable  and 
collected  the  rates.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life 
he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  appraise  estates. 

After  his  marriage  to  the  widow  Dike  he  became 
a partner  in  “the  Salem  Company55  engaged  in  fur 
trading  at  the  eastward.  This  Company  had  been 
organized  in  1630/1,  by  Roger  Conant,  Peter  Pal- 
frey, Francis  Johnson  and  Anthony  Dike.  Pickman 
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succeeded  to  the  interest  of  Dike.  Johnson  was  the 
manager  and  had  charge  of  the  trucking  house  on 
the  Maine  coast,  probably  at  Pemaquid,  and  Anthony 
Dike  was  master  of  the  vessel  owned  by  the  company. 
In  1632  this  vessel  was  taken  and  looted  by  Dixey 
Bull,  a pirate.  Captain  Dike  was  cast  away  on  Cape 
Cod,  Dec.  15,  1638,  and  safely  reached  the  shore 
where  he  perished  of  cold  and  hunger.  His  widow, 
Tabitha,  married  Nathaniel  Pickman  the  next  year 
and  by  him  had  seven  children.  She  died  Sept.  1 o, 
1668. 

Nathaniel  Pickman  is  supposed  to  have  been  born 
about  1615.  He  deposed  in  court,  in  June,  1662, 
concerning  what  had  taken  place  in  Salem,  twenty- 
three  years  before.  At  that  time  he  stated  that  he 
was  forty-seven  years  old.  In  March,  1 677,  he  de- 
posed that  he  was  about  sixty  years  old.  His  home  in 
Salem  was  located  very  nearly  where  Charter  Street 
now  meets  Central  Street.  In  1698  the  heirs  of  his 
son  Nathaniel  sold  the  house  and  lot  to  Timothy 
Lindall,  merchant.  It  was  then  a “small  old  decayed 
dwelling  house”  which  was  removed  before  the  year 
closed.  Charter  Street,  laid  out  in  1767,  now  passes 
over  the  spot  where  the  house  formerly  stood. 

During  the  first  generation  in  New  England  the 
family  name  was  variously  spelled  Pickman,  Pitman 
and  Pittman.  The  line  descending  through  the  son 
Benjamin  retained  the  first  form  but  other  descend- 
ants living  in  Salem  and  elsewhere  spell  the  name 
Pitman.  Mark  and  Thomas  Pittman  were  living  in 
Marblehead  as  early  as  1 660  and  may  have  been  con- 
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nections  of  the  Pickman-Pittman  family  of  Salem. 
They  left  numerous  descendants. 

Nathaniel  Pickman,  senior,  of  Salem,  made  his 
will  Sept.  23,  1684,  which  was  probated  Nov.  24, 
1685.  It  mentions  Bethiah  Cole;  his  daughters, 
Mary  Hodges,  Hannah  Sanders  and  Tabitha  Fever- 
yeare;  the  children  of  his  son  Nathaniel;  and  ap- 
points his  son-in-law,  John  Saunders,  executor.  He 
willed  that  his  “bodye  bee  burieed  in  the  buryinge 
place  neere  my  wife.” 

Children,  by  first  marriage,  probably  born  in  Bris- 
tol, England: 

i.  Nathaniel,  m.  Parma- . Had:  (1)  Tabitha , 

d.  Nov.,  1670;  Lived  in  Salem.  A Tabitha 
Pickman  and  John  Baker  were  m.  Mar.  9, 
1695/6,  in  Charlestown. 

ii.  Samuel,  m.  before  Apr.  15,  1662,  Lydia,  dau. 

Peter  Palfrey,  the  pioneer  settler.  Lived  in 
Salem;  mariner;  died  about  1685.  In  1674 
he  commanded  the  ketch  John  and  Sarah>  of 
Salem,  70  tons  burthen,  bound  for  Cape  Sables 
and  thence  to  France.  Had:  (1)  Sarah , d. 
Dec.  4,  1659;  (2)  Samuel , d.  May  24,  1660; 
(3)  Peter y d.  Sept.,  1668. 

iii.  John,  m.  Aug.  27,  1667,  Hannah  Weeks.  She 

d.  Dec.  23,  1670.  Lived  in  Salem;  mariner. 
Died  in  winter  of  1683-4.  No  issue. 

Children  by  second  marriage,  born  in  Salem: 

iv.  William,  m.  June  24,  1673,  Elizabeth,  dau. 

Edward  and  Esther  Eastwick.  He  d.  1675,  in 
Virginia,  and  she  m.  2d,  Aug.  1,  1678,  Ed- 
ward Bush. 
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v.  Joshua,  named  in  account  of  family  in  the 

Pickman  Bible. 

vi.  Tabitha,  m.  Aug.  20,  1664,  Edmund  Fever- 

year  e. 

vii.  Mary,  m.  June  22,  1665,  Robert  Hodges. 

2.  viii.  Benjamin,  b. 1645. 

ix.  Bethia,  m.  1st,  Feb.  15,  1673,  John  Silsbee, 

who  d.  before  June  26,  16765  m.  2d,  bef. 

Sept.  17,  1683,  Alexander  Cole,  of  Marble- 
head, who  d.  June  27,  1687.  Had:  (1)  John , 

b.  Feb.  7,  1674. 

x.  Hannah,  b. 16515  m.  Nov.  5,  1661,  John 

Saunders.  He  d.  June  9,  1694.  She  d.  Mar. 

18,  1706/7,  a.  65  y. 

2.  Benjamin  Pickman,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 

Tabitha  ( Dike)  Pickman,  born  about  1645, 

probably  in  Salem,  married  July  27,  1667,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Hardy,  shipwright, 
of  Salem.  She  was  baptised  April  28,  1650,  and 
died  Dec.  19,  1727,  aged  77  years.  Captain  Hardy 
conveyed  to  his  son-in-law,  on  Aug.  17,  1685,  a lot 
of  land  on  what  is  now  Union  Street,  Salem.  Previ- 
ous to  the  transfer,  however,  Pickman  had  built  a 
house  on  the  lot  and  here  he  lived.  At  his  death  it 
passed  into  the  possession  of  his  son  Capt.  Joshua 
Pickman  and  in  1772  it  was  owned  by  Daniel  Ha- 
thorne  of  Salem,  mariner.  In  this  house  was  born 
July  4,  1804,  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  the  great  ro- 
mancer. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Pickman,  “after  having  used  the 
Sea  as  Master  of  a Vessel  till  a few  years  before  his 
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House  built  in  Salem  before  1685  by 
Capt.  Benjamin  Pickman 

This  house  is  still  standing  and  in  it  was  born , in  1804, 
Nathaniel  Hawthorne , the  romancer . An  etching  by 
George  M.  White  made  about  1895.  Courtesy  of  the 
Essex  Institute. 
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Death,  died  Dec.  i,  1708,  maintaining  during  life 
the  character  of  an  honest,  friendly  man.55 — Bible 
record . The  Salem  town  records  state  that  he  died 
Dec.  3 1,  1708,  aged  63  years,  and  that  he  was  born 
in  Bristol,  England. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  Joseph,  b.  Sept.  11,  16685  d.  at  sea,  in  1703, 

leaving  no  issue. 

3.  ii.  Benjamin,  b.  Jan.  30,  1671  (Jan.  28,  1673. — 

Bible  rdb) 

iii.  Susanna,  b.  Feb.  3,  1673/45  m.  1st, Flint; 

m.  2d,  John  Vial.  She  d.  1716,  in  Bristol,  a. 

42  y.  5 6 chn. 

iv.  Martha,  b.  June  3,  16775  m-  Oct.  26,  1699, 

Edmund  Batter;  d.  June  1,  17135  9 chn. 

v.  John,  b.  Sept.  12,  16795  d. 1694,  in  the 

Barbadoes,  a.  1 5 y. 

4.  vi.  Joshua,  b.  Aug.  28,  1681. 

vii.  Rebecca,  bp.  May  7,  1682. 

viii.  William,  b.  June  9,  1684;  d. 1704,  a.  20 

y.  while  master  of  a vessel. 

ix.  Nicholas,  b.  Aug.  18,  16875  d.  Nov.  12,  1687. 

x.  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  10,  16885  m-  lst>  May  4, 

1710,  John  Orms;  m.  2d,  Jan.  26,  1715/6, 

Richard  Pike,  who  d.  July  25,  1747.  She  d. 

Mar.  5,  1777. 

3.  Benjamin  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Hardy)  Pickman,  born  Jan.  30,  1671/2 
(Jan.  28,  1673. — Bible  record ),  Salem;  married, 
first,  Mary,  daughter  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Hill) 
Haskett  of  Salem,  born  Mar.  13,  1671/2,  died  in 
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1704.  He  married,  second,  Oct.  26,  1704,  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Timothy  and  Mary  (Verin)  Lindall, 
born  Sept.  1 5,  1 68  1,  died  Mar.  24,  1737/8.  “After 
the  birth  of  his  daughter  Abigail,  he  removed  to 
Boston  from  whence  he  sailed  to  London  in  Mr. 
Belcher’s  employ,  as  Master  of  a Vessel.  After  the 
birth  of  his  son  William,  he  removed  to  Salem  & 
owned  two  fishing  Vessels.  He  was  Commander  of 
the  Province  Galley  [commissioned  Dec.  29,  1702] 
for  some  time,  was  exceedingly  comely  & greatly 
beloved  by  his  Friends  & Acquaintances  for  his 
friendly  & enlivening  Behaviour.” — Pickman  Bible 
record . 

Captain  Pickman’s  brother-in-law,  Col.  Elias 
Haskett  of  Salem,  was  commissioned  Governor  of 
the  Bahamas  in  May,  1701,  and  soon  after  entered 
upon  his  duties.  The  following  October,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  islands  rose  against  him,  seized  the  fort 
and  placed  him  in  irons.  About  a week  after  this 
happened,  Captain  Pickman,  in  the  Province  Galley , 
arrived  at  Nassau  and  no  sooner  was  his  vessel  at 
anchor  when  several  of  the  conspirators  came  aboard 
with  a message  that  the  Governor  wanted  to  see  him 
immediately.  Captain  Pickman  at  once  went  ashore 
with  four  mariners  and  as  soon  as  they  landed  all 
were  seized  and  taken  to  the  fort.  A man-of-war 
canoe,  with  fourteen  men  in  her,  then  took  posses- 
sion of  the  Province  Galley  and  carried  her  sails  on 
shore.  She  was  then  placed  under  the  guns  of  the 
fort  and  the  vessel’s  lading  disposed  of.  Captain 
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Pickman  seems  to  have  accompanied  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  Governor,  to  the  Bahamas,  as  a member 
of  his  suite  — so  to  speak  — and  his  younger  broth- 
er, William  Pickman,  was  also  there  at  the  time 
when  the  islanders  rebelled  against  recognized  au- 
thority. 

Captain  Pickman  was  master  of  the  pink  Ostrich , 
in  1705,  and  while  bound  from  Portugal  to  Lon- 
don three  of  his  men  were  impressed  by  an  English 
frigate.  In  December,  1714,  he  sailed  from  Boston 
bound  for  North  Carolina  and  in  June,  1715,  he  ar- 
rived in  Boston  from  North  Carolina,  in  the  sloop 
Abigail.  In  July,  1715,  he  was  master  of  a sloop 
that  carried  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Cape 
Sable  Indians. 

After  his  first  marriage  he  bought  of  Richard 
Hide,  mariner,  on  Dec.  30,  1698,  a house  and  lot 
located  on  the  westerly  side  of  what  is  now  Curtis 
Street,  Salem.  He  was  a “mariner”  at  that  time. 
This  house  he  owned  until  1715  when  he  sold  it  to 
Benjamin  Smith,  fisherman.  In  1772  it  was  owned 
by  James  Hanscom.  On  Dec.  22,  1710,  Captain 
Pickman  bought  from  Rev.  John  Emerson  a lot  of 
land  on  the  northerly  side  of  what  is  now  Essex 
Street,  Salem,  about  half  way  between  Washington 
and  Sewall  Streets,  and  on  this  lot  he  built  a house  in 
17 1 4,  in  which  he  lived  and  died  and  where  his  wid- 
ow and  children  afterwards  lived.  This  house  was 
burnt  in  the  great  fire  of  October,  1774.  He  died 
April  26,  1719,  “of  a consumption.” 
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Children,  by  first  marriage,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  A child,  d.  young. 

ii.  A child,  d.  young. 

iii.  John,  bp.  Feb.  12,  1698/9;  d.  Feb.  14,  1738, 

aatt  last  Passage,  on  Cape  Sable  shore,  after 
being  cast  away  Coming  from  Cape  Breton.” — 
Bible  rd . On  Feb.  28,  1733,  John  Pickman 
(possibly  this  John)  m.  Margaret  Morgan 
alias  Norton. — Salem  rds. 

Children,  by  second  marriage,  all  but  three  born 
in  Salem: 

iv.  Abigail,  b.  Feb.  9,  1705/6;  m.  Oct.  8,  1724, 

Nathaniel  Ropes  (his  2d  wife)  and  d.  1775, 
a.  70  y.  Had:  (1)  Nathaniel , b.  May  20, 
1726. 

5.  v.  Benjamin,  b.  Jan.  28,  1707/8  (Feb.  28,  1708. 

— Bible  rd.),  in  Boston. 

vi.  Mary,  b.  1709,  in  Boston;  d.  soon  after. 

vii.  William,  b.  Oct.  1,  1710,  in  Boston;  d.  Apr. 

1 9,  1735,  in  the  Barbadoes. 

6.  viii.  Samuel,  b.  Jan.  19,  1711/12. 

ix.  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  22,  1713/14;  m.  Sept.  11, 

1740,  John  Nutting;  d.  June  10,  1785. 

x.  Caleb,  b.  June  16,  1715  (June  10. — Bible  rd.)  ; 

d.  June  4,  1737,  “killed  by  lightning  as  he 
was  standing  at  the  Door  of  his  Mother’s 
House  in  what  is  now  called  old  paved  street.” 
— Bible  rd.  He  was  master  of  a vessel  at  the 
time. 

xi.  Rachel,  b.  July  25,  1717  (July  15. — Bible 

rd .);  m.  Oct.  23,  1735,  Ebenezer  Ward;  d. 
Jan.  7,  1789.  “She  had  numerous  offspring.” 
{Bible  rd.) 
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Mrs.  Sarah  (Pickman)  Curwen  (1718-1810) 

From  an  oil  portrait  in  the  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute. 
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xii.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  i,  1718;  m.  Mar.  18,  1738, 
Capt.  George  Curwen  of  Salem  and  d.  (bur.) 
Jan.  5,  1810,  leaving  3 chn.  He  was  master 
of  vessels  and  d.  June  7,  1746,  at  St.  Eustatia. 
His  brother  Samuel  Curwen,  was  the  loyalist, 
whose  printed  diary  frequently  mentions  Ben- 
jamin Pickman,  also  living  in  England. 

4.  Joshua  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Hardy)  Pickman,  born  Aug.  28,  1681,  mar- 
ried, first,  Nov.  23,  1704,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Ne- 
hemiah  and  Abigail  Willoughby,  who  died  Aug.  24, 
1710,  aged  30  years.  He  married,  second,  May  29, 
1712,  Elizabeth  Nichols  of  Boston.  He  “used  the 
Sea  as  Master  of  a Vessel  out  of  Boston,  till  a few 
years  before  his  Death,  then  moved  to  Salem  and 
died  in  Jan’y  1750,  leaving  two  Sons  who  died  soon 
after  without  issue  so  that  the  male  Branches  are  all 
descended  from  Benjamin  born  in  1673.” — Bible 
record . 

The  brigantine  Hope , owned  by  Andrew  Belcher 
of  Boston,  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Joshua  Pick- 
man  in  1709,  when  she  was  taken  over  by  the  Prov- 
ince, fully  armed,  and  ordered  “to  proceed  to  New- 
foundland, lately  surprised  by  the  French,  with  a 
Passport  and  Instructions,  as  a Flag  of  Truce  to 
fetch  off  the  English  Prisoners,  but  with  design  to 
gain  intelligence  of  the  state  of  that  country  5 and  to 
relieve  the  necessity’s  of  the  Planters.” 

Captain  Pickman  was  master  of  a vessel,  Sept.  4, 
1710,  engaged  in  the  expedition  against  Port  Royal, 
Nova  Scotia.  He  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
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Boston  newspapers  of  his  time.  He  arrived  from 
Fayal  in  the  brigantine  Hope,  in  April,  17 1 1,  and 
cleared  for  Newfoundland;  and  a few  days  after- 
ward, late  in  August,  17 11,  he  arrived  in  Boston 
from  Cork,  Ireland,  and  two  months  later  entered 
from  Newfoundland.  In  April,  1712,  after  a seven 
week’s  passage  from  Fayal,  he  brought  news  of  a 
French  attack  on  Brazil.  His  brigantine,  the  Hope , 
was  outward  bound  for  Barbadoes  in  August,  1713, 
and  the  following  April  he  arrived  at  Salem  from 
Virginia  in  a sloop  loaded  with  grain.  He  was  out- 
ward bound  for  South  Carolina  in  November,  1714. 
He  cleared  oqtwards  for  London  in  February,  1717, 
and  his  vessel,  the  Hope , was  reported  at  Gravesend 
in  March,  1718.  He  was  outward  bound  for  the 
West  Indies  in  April,  1720,  by  way  of  Newfound- 
land. 

The  Oct.  15-22,  1722,  Boston  News-Letter 
prints  the  following  advertisement: 

“Just  arrived  here  from  Jersey,  and  to  be  seen  (in  the 
Ship  Lark,  Joshua  Pickman,  Master,  lying  at  the  Long- 
Wharf  in  Boston)  very  likely  Boys  and  Girls,  time  of 
Service  for  Years,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  said  Master,  or 
Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq.;  at  his  Warehouse  in  Merchant’s- 
Row.” 

Captain  Pickman  cleared  for  Antigua  in  Decem- 
ber, 1723,  and  in  March,  1724,  he  was  outward 
bound  for  New  Hampshire.  He  arrived  in  Boston, 
from  Bilboa,  in  December,  1724,  and  in  October, 
1 7 37,  while  in  command  of  the  Ship  Venus , owned 
by  Peter  Faneuil,  he  was  complained  of  as  loading  a 


Benjamin  Pickman  (1708-1773) 

From  an  oil  portrait  by  Greenwood  in  the 
possession  of  the  Essex  Institute. 
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great  quantity  of  provisions  in  violation  of  the  law; 
but  the  Boston  Selectmen  made  an  investigation  and 
advertised  in  the  N ews-Letter  that  it  was  false. 

On  June  22,  1745,  he  sold  the  house  and  land, 
on  what  is  now  Union  Street,  Salem,  formerly  his 
father’s  — the  house  in  which  Nathaniel  Haw- 
thorne afterwards  was  born.  He  died  in  Salem,  on 
Jan.  24,  1750. 

Children,  born  in  Boston: 

i.  Joshua,  b.  May  7,  1713;  d.  soon  after  1750. 

ii.  A child,  d.  young. 

iii.  Nathaniel,  b.  July  28,  1718;  d.  soon  after 

1750. 

5.  Benjamin  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Abigail  (Lindall)  Pickman,  born  Jan.  28,  1707/8 
(Feb.  28,  1708. — Bible  record ),  in  Boston,  married 
October  15,  1731,  Love,  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
Rawlins  of  Boston.  She  was  born  July  29,  1709, 
and  died  June  9,  1786.  As  a young  man  “he  lived 
for  four  years  in  Boston,  with  Mr.  Atkinson,  a mer- 
chant,” but  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Salem 
where  he  became  a very  successful  merchant  and 
ship  owner,  trading  largely  with  the  West  Indies. 
The  year  after  he  returned  to  Salem,  at  the  muster 
held  Nov.  7th,  he  was  appointed  a Lieutenant  in  the 
Essex  Regiment.  He  was  elected  Representative  to 
the  General  Court  in  1744  and  served  for  three 
years.  This  covered  the  period  of  the  first  campaign 
against  Cape  Breton.  He  was  on  the  Council  of  War 
in  1745  and  the  French  prisoners  brought  to  Salem 
were  placed  under  his  supervision.  He  may  be  con- 
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sidered  one  of  the  principal  movers  in  this  undertak- 
ing so  important  for  the  safety  and  development  of 
New  England.  Early  and  late  he  urged  the  measure 
and  the  amount  of  his  subscription  to  the  public  loan 
was  only  exceeded  by  that  of  Pepperrell.  In  recog- 
nition of  his  public  services  rendered  during  the 
war,  the  Province  presented  him  with  a handsome 
two-handled  covered  cup*  made  by  Swan,  the 
Worcester  silversmith,  having  the  Pickman  arms 
engraved  on  one  side  and  on  the  other,  the  inscrip- 
tion: 

“The  Gift  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  to  Benjamin  Pickman,  Esqr.  1749.” 

By  bequest  of  a descendant,  Hasket  Derby  Pick- 
man,  M.D.,  this  cup  was  given  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  in  1902,  and  by  vote  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  was  placed  in  the  custody  of 
the  Essex  Institute  at  Salem. 

In  1756,  Captain  Pickman  was  elected  a member 
of  the  Governors  Council,  a month  after  he  had 
been  appointed  a Justice  of  the  Inferior  Court.  On 
August  20th  of  this  year  he  broke  his  thigh  at  Chel- 
sea while  returning  from  Boston  and  it  was  October 
1 3th  before  he  was  brought  home  on  a horse  litter. 

On  Dec.  7,  1762,  Colonel  Plaisted  of  the  1st  Es- 
sex County  Regiment,  while  spending  the  evening 
with  Benjamin  Pickman,  was  struck  with  “dead 
palsey”  and  died  two  days  later.  Captain  Pickman 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  In  1765,  Colonel 

* His  son  Benjamin  refers  to  it  as  a “montiff.” 


[HD 


The  Benjamin  Pickman  Mansion, 
Essex  Street,  Salem 

Built  in  1749-1750.  From  a lithograph  by  Bendleton. 
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Pickman  was  chairman  of  the  Salem  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  town  to  draft  instructions  to  their 
Representatives  protesting  against  the  Stamp  Act. 
He  also  served  as  selectman  of  the  town  in  1730, 
1742-1745. 

After  Colonel  Pickman  returned  to  Salem  in  1 7 3 1 , 
he  lived  in  the  house  that  his  father  had  built  in 
1714,  until  Nov.  29,  1750,  when  he  moved  into  his 
newly  built  house,  the  shell  of  which  still  exists  be- 
side the  East  India  Marine  Hall.  In  its  day  it  was 
one  of  Salem’s  notable  dwellings  containing  much 
line  architectural  finish.  Cod  fishes  carved  in  wood 
and  gilded,  decorating  the  panels  at  the  ends  of  the 
stairs,  symbolic  of  the  source  of  much  of  the  owner’s 
wealth,  were  an  unusual  feature  of  the  staircase  in 
the  stately  hallway.  One  of  these  symbols  may  be 
seen  in  the  museum  of  the  Essex  Institute  where  also 
is  installed  an  archway  formerly  in  this  home  of  a 
Salem  merchant. 

In  this  house  have  been  entertained  Governor 
Pownall  (Oct.  22,  1757),  Count  Castiglioni  (June 
23,  1785),  Alexander  Hamilton  (June  20,  1800), 
President  Monroe  (July  9,  1817),  and  other  not- 
able men. 

Colonel  Pickman  also  built  another  of  Salem’s 
fine  houses  where  the  Masonic  Temple  now  stands 
on  Washington  Street.  He  bought  the  land  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Fisk,  Dec.  15,  1762,  and  after  taking  down 
an  old  house,  built  a three-story  brick  house  which 
he  bequeathed  to  his  son  Clarke  Gayton  Pickman 
who  sold  it  to  Elias  Hasket  Derby  who  lived  in  it 
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until  he  built,  in  1799,  his  mansion  on  Essex  Street. 

Colonel  Pickman’s  ownership  of  land  was  consid- 
erable. In  1770  he  listed  these  holdings  as  follows, 
viz.: 

Estimate  of  Real  Estate  not  included  in  Trading. 
Mansion  House  & Land  [Essex  Street]  . . £1400. 


House  & Land  in  School  Street  [Washington 

Street] 1400. 

House  & Land  in  Love  Street 800. 

House  & Land  bought  of  Mial  Bacon  ...  1 50. 

An  half  House  in  Ferry  Lane 100. 

2 Houses  & Land  of  Dan  King,  &c.  [Essex 

Street  opposite  the  Town  House]  . . . 750. 

Land  in  East  Parish  of  Larking 10. 

Farm  in  South  Fields  & Stock 2000. 

32  Common  Rights 380.13.4 

3 Pcs.  Land  in  Ferry  Lane 650. 

Land  on  Trask’s  Plain 80. 

Land  bought  of  P.  Edgar  & S.  Barnard  . . 1 60. 

Land  at  Lyndborough 260. 

Land  &c.  at  New  Salem  & Greenwich  . . . 1600. 

Land  at  Blandford 200. 

House  at  Boston 240. 

Warehouses  & Wharfes 900. 

House  & Land  in  Prison  Lane  [St.  Peters 

Street] 80. 

House  & Land  of  Atkinson 50. 

Land  in  North  Field 170. 


£11,380.13.4 

Deduct  Larkin’s  Land  . £ 10. 

Do  Atkinson’s  . . 50. 

60. 


£11,320.13.4 


The  Benjamin  Pickman  Mansion, 
Washington  Street,  Salem 

Built  in  1763.  Afterwards  owned  by  Elias  Hasket  Derby 
and  later  by  Robert  Brookhouse.  Taken  down  in  1915. 
From  a lithograph  by  Pendleton  after  a drawing  by 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Derby. 
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New  House  built  near  Burying 

Ground £214. 

2 Common  Rights 24. 


238. 


£11,558.13.4 


1 773 

New  Kitchen  to  King’s  House  . £ 66.13.4 
Land  bought  of  Ganson  . . . 26.13.4 


93.  6.8 


£11,652.  0.0 

Marsh  bought  of  Flint’s  Estate 36. 

£11,688.  0.0 

He  died  Aug.  20,  1773,  after  a short  illness  and 
the  passing  of  so  prominent  a man  in  the  community 
naturally  resulted  in  a public  manifestation  of  re- 
spect. The  Salem  Gazette  supplies  the  following  ac- 
count: 

His  Remains  were  Yesterday  interred  with  all  the  Re- 
spect, Honour  and  Solemnity  that  the  Town  could  afford. 
A Detachment  from  the  Regiment  (of  which  he  was  lately 
Colonel),  having  their  Arms  reversed,  and  the  Militia 
Officers  of  the  Town,  and  the  present  Colonel,  dressed  in 
Military  Mourning,  preceded  the  Corps,  marching  in  fu- 
neral Procession,  with  Drums  and  Fifes  beating  and  play- 
ing. A numerous  Train  of  Mourners,  followed  by  a large 
Number  of  the  principal  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  of  the 
Place,  succeeded  the  Corps;  the  whole  closed  by  a Number 
of  Coaches  and  Chariots,  and  formed  one  of  the  greatest 
funeral  Processions  ever  before  seen  in  the  Town,  and 
which  drew  together  several  Thousand  Spectators. — After 
the  Body  was  entombed  [in  the  Broad  Street  Burying 
Ground],  the  Detachment  of  Militia,  which  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Flagg,  fired  three  Vollies,  to  very  good 
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acceptance,  which  concluded  the  Solemnity  of  the  Inter- 
ment. 

Among  the  papers  left  by  his  son  Benjamin  is  the 
following  characterization: 

He  was  chosen  in  1744,  Representative 5 in  1756,  one  of 
the  Council  and  the  same  year  made  a Judge  of  the  In- 
ferior Court  and  in  1766,  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment 
in  Essex.  By  his  great  Industry  and  close  application  to 
Business,  with  the  Smiles  of  Heaven  he  acquired  a most 
ample  Fortune,  was  perhaps  the  greatest  Benefactor  to  the 
Poor  of  the  Town  of  any  Person  who  ever  lived  in  it.  His 
whole  Life,  almost,  was  spent  in  benevolent  actions.  As  a 
Representative  and  Councillor  [he]  was  one  of  the  ablest 
the  Province  was  ever  blessed  with,  viewing  into  the  re- 
motest consequences  of  Things  by  which  all  Difficulties 
flew  before  him,  intrepid  by  Nature  as  well  as  from  a 
Conciousness  of  his  own  Integrity,  as  a Judge  strictly  im- 
partial, as  a Merchant  beloved  by  every  one  who  traded 
with  him,  a Friend  firm  and  sincere  and  almost  adored  by 
those  with  whom  he  had  contracted  a strict  Friendship,  a 
most  affable,  facetious  Person  tho  he  had  been  afflicted  up- 
wards of  30  years  with  the  Phtyisick,  he  expired  with  un- 
common Calmness  and  serenity  to  the  inexpressible  sorrow 
of  all  who  were  acquainted  with  his  Character. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  Love,  b.  Sept.  26,  1732;  m.  May  2,  1751, 
Peter  Frye  of  Salem;  H.  C.  1744;  Judge  of 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Register  of  Probate 
and  Colonel  of  1st  Essex  Co.  Regt.;  a loyal- 
ist, who  d.  near  London,  in  1820,  a.  97  y. 
Their  dau.  Love , m.  1st.  Dr.  Peter  Oliver, 
and  2d,  Adm.  Sir  John  Knight,  K.C.B.  Mrs. 
Frye  d.  Feb.  17,  1809,  in  Salem. 
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Mrs.  Love  (Rawlins)  Pickman  (1709-1786) 

From  an  oil  'portrait  by  Greenwood  in  the  possession  of 
the  Essex  Institute. 
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ii.  Abigail,  b.  Oct.  30,  1733;  m.  1st,  Apr.  5, 1750, 

William  Eppes,  Esq.  of  Virginia,  who  d.  Oct. 
1,  1765,  a.  39  y.  She  m.  2d,  Apr.  30,  1772, 
Dr.  Sylvester  Gardiner  of  Boston,  a loyalist, 
who  lived  abroad  for  ten  years.  He  d.  Aug. 
8,  1786,  at  Newport,  R.  I.  His  wife  d.  Nov. 
4 ,1780  [Nov.  10,  another  Bible  rd.]  at  Poole, 
England.  Had:  (1)  William,  m.  Miss  Ran- 
dolph of  Bristol,  Eng;  (2)  Love , m.  Sir  John 
Lester  of  Poole,  Eng.;  (3)  Abigail , m.  Rich- 
ard Routh,  Collector  of  Customs  at  Salem,  a 
loyalist,  who  became  Collector  of  Customs  for 
Newfoundland  and  later  its  Chief  Justice.  He 
d.  in  1801. 

iii.  Judith,  b.  Apr.  17,  1736  (bp.  the  next  day); 

d.  Jan.  21,  1736/7,  of  throat  distemper. 

iv.  Judith, b. Jan.  24, 1737/85111.  June  5, 1755, Dr. 

Edward  Augustus  Holyoke  of  Salem;  d.  Nov. 
19,  1 7 56,  leaving  a child  who  died  soon  after. 

7.  v.  Benjamin,  b.  Nov.  7,  1740,  at  6 o’clock  in  the 

morning. 

8.  vi.  Clark  Gayton,  b.  July  30,  1746,  at  9 o’clock 

in  the  morning. 

9.  vii.  William,  b.  Mar.  12,  1747/8,  at  12  o’clock. 

6.  Samuel  Pickman,  son  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
and  Abigail  (Lindall)  Pickman,  born  Jan.  19, 
1 7 1 1 / 1 a , in  Salem;  married  Elizabeth  Pasca  of  the 
Island  of  Tortola,  in  the  West  Indies.  She  died  Dec. 
16,  1761,  aged  47  years.  He  removed  to  the  West 
Indies  early  in  life,  and  later  was  appointed  Deputy 
Governor  of  Tortola,  one  of  the  Virgin  Islands, 
which,  during  the  1 7th  century,  was  a famous  strong- 
hold of  Dutch  and  English  bucaneers. 
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Hon.  Samuel  Pickman,  Esq.  Governor  of  Spanish  Town, 
arrived  at  New  York  from  Tortola,  in  20  days,  in  the 
schooner  Jolly  Robin , Peter  Havens,  Master,  which  ar- 
rived May  17,  1762,  and  the  next  day  he  took  passage  in 
a schooner  for  Boston. — Boston  Gazette , May  31,  1762. 

He  died  at  Spanish  Town,  Virgin  Gorda,  Aug. 
26,  1772,  aged  61  years. 

SALEM,  December  1,  By  Letters  received  from  Span- 
ish Town,  we  have  the  Confirmation  of  the  News  of  the 
Death  of  the  Honorable  SAMUEL  PICKMAN,  Esquire, 
who  died  on  the  25th  of  August  last,  in  the  61st  Year  of 
his  Life.  He  had  been  for  many  Years  one  of  the  Council 
of  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  Deputy-Governor  of  Spanish 
Town.  He  was  a Native  of  this  Town,  and  only  Brother 
to  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Pickman,  Esq.  — Boston 
News-Letter,  Dec.  4,  1772. 

Children,  probably  born  at  Spanish  Town,  W.  I.: 

i.  William,  b.  Mar.  1736  (bp.  Mar.  27,  1737,  in 

Salem)  j m.  1755,  in  Eustatia,  W.  I.,  and  d. 
there  in  1763,  aged  27  y.  without  issue. 

ii.  Elizabeth,  b.  May  1740;  m.  Oct.  8,  1761, 

John  Nutting  of  Salem. 

iii.  Benjamin  Purcell,  b.  1748 ; “died  at  Spanish 

Town  in  1771,  unmarried,  in  the  23  year  of 
his  age.”  Bible  rd. 

K 

7.  Benjamin  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Love  (Rawlins)  Pickman,  born  Nov.  7,  1740,  in 
Salem,  at  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  married  April 
22,  1762,  Mary,  daughter  of  Dr.  Bezaleel  and  Mary 
(Barton)  Toppan  of  Salem.  She  was  born  Aug.  12, 
1744,  and  died  April  28,  1817.  He  was  graduated 
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from  Harvard  in  1759^  associated  himself  with  his 
father’s  extensive  commercial  affairs  and  was  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of  the  1 st  Essex  County  Regiment. 
He  did  not  take  the  popular  view  during  the  events 
leading  up  to  the  Revolution,  anot  thinking  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  King  and  Parliament  sufficient  to 
justify  a revolt/’ — as  he  afterwards  wrote,  and  on 
March  1 1,  1775,  sailed  for  England  where  he  re- 
mained for  ten  years.  Upon  his  return  to  Salem  he 
was  warmly  received  by  his  former  friends,,  and  in 
1788  was  elected  town  treasurer,  an  office  he  held 
for  nineteen  years.  He  exercised  a recognized  hos- 
pitality and  his  children  were  prominent  in  social 
and  public  life.  He  was  a man  of  agreeable  disposi- 
tion, of  great  suavity  of  manners  and  attracted  many 
friends.  He  died  May  12,  1819. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

10.  i.  Benjamin,  b.  Sept.  13,  1763,  Friday,  at  8.15 

o’clock  in  the  morning. 

ii.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  29,  1765,  Sunday,  at  10  o’clock 

in  the  morning;  m.  July  2,  1803,  Isaac  Os- 
good, Esq.  of  Andover,  Clerk  of  Essex 
County  Courts.  She  was  his  3d  wife,  he  hav- 
ing m.  1 st  and  2d  her  two  cousins,  Sally 
Orne  and  Rebecca  Taylor,  daughters  of 
Clark  Gay  ton  Pickman. 

iii.  A son,  b.  Mar.  1,  1768,  Tuesday,  born  dead 

between  11  and  12  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

iv.  A son,  b.  Nov.  1771 ; born  dead  on  a Saturday 

night. 

11.  v.  Thomas,  b.  May  10,  1773,  Monday,  at  one 

o’clock  in  the  morning. 

[sin 
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vi.  William,  b.  June  25,  1774,  Saturday,  at  four 

o’clock  in  the  afternoon  5 d.  unm.  May  1, 
1857.  In  early  life  he  entered  the  counting 
room  of  General  Fisk  of  Salem  and  about 
the  year  1800  removed  to  Boston  where  he 
was  a merchant.  In  1818,  he  retired  from 
business  and  returned  to  Salem  where  he 
lived  quietly  until  his  death. 

vii.  Love  Rawlins,  b.  Apr.  10,  1786,  Monday,  at 

five  o’clock  in  the  morning 5 d.  unm.  Nov. 
13,  1863. 

8.  Clark  Gayton  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Love  (Rawlins)  Pickman,  born  July  30,  1746, 
in  Salem,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  5 died  in 
Salem,  Nov.  30,  1781,  his  funeral  being  “attended 
by  all  of  station  in  Town” — Puncheon  Diary.  He 
was  named  for  Admiral  Clark  Gayton,  brother-in- 
law  of  his  mother.  He  married  July  24,  1770, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Timothy  Orne,  merchant  of 
Salem.  She  was  born  June  5,  1752,  and  died  Sept. 
28,  1812. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  Sally  Orne,  b.  June  7,  1771 5 m.  Oct.  12, 

1790,  Isaac  Osgood,  Esq.  of  Andover,  Clerk 
of  Courts  j d.  Aug.  10,  1791. 

ii.  Rebecca  Taylor,  bp.  Dec.  13,  17725  m. 

Dec.  8,  1794,  Isaac  Osgood,  her  deceased  sis- 
ter’s husband 5 d.  Aug.  28,  1801,  3 chn. 

iii.  Clark  Gayton,  bp.  Feb.  5,  17755  d.  Apr.  1, 

1784. 

iv.  Carteret  Rawlins,  b.  Aug.  22,  17 80 5 d. 

Aug.  12,  1782. 


William  Pickman  (1748-1815) 

From  a 'portrait  in  pastel  in  the  possession  of 
Dudley  Leavitt  Pickman. 
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9.  William  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Love  (Rawlins)  Pickman,  born  March  12,  1747/8, 
in  Salem;  married  Oct.  27,  1776,  at  Haverhill, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dudley  and  Mary 
(Pickering)  Leavitt.  She  was  born  Sept.  16,  1759, 
and  died  Oct.  20,  1782.  He  was  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  1766,  and  in  1774,  1778  and  1779  was  one 
of  the  selectmen  of  Salem.  In  1779  he  was  one  of 
the  delegates  to  the  Convention  held  at  Concord  to 
regulate  prices.  In  1788-9  he  served  as  Representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  and  in  the  latter  year 
Washington  appointed  him  Naval  Officer  of  the 
port  of  Salem  and  he  continued  to  hold  this  office 
until  1803  when  he  was  displaced  by  a political  op- 
ponent of  the  opposite  party.  He  possessed  agree- 
able manners,  relates  Doctor  Bentley,  and  continued 
in  reputation  until  he  left  the  Custom  House  and 
then,  having  expended  his  estate,  his  son  supported 
him  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  3,  1815. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  William,  bp.  Oct.  19,  1777;  d.  unm.  Dec. 
14,  1798.  He  was  mate  on  the  ketch  John , 
Capt.  Stephen  Phillips,  and  was  washed 
overboard  during  a gale  on  the  homeward 
passage  from  Naples. 

12.  ii.  Dudley  Leavitt,  b.  May  1,  1779. 

iii.  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  11,  1782;  d.  Mar.  29, 
1850,  Nashua,  N.  H.;  m.  Nov.  18,  1805, 
Daniel  Abbot,  a distinguished  lawyer  of 
Dunstable  (Nashua),  N.  H.,  b.  Feb.  25, 
1877;  H.  C.  1797;  d.  Dec.  3,  1853,  Nashua, 
s.  Lieut.  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Abbot)  Abbot. 
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Children  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Pick- 
man)  Abbot,  b.  at  Nashua: 

1.  William  Pickman , b.  Aug.  1806;  d.  Sept.  14, 

1809,  Nashua. 

2.  William  Dudley , b.  May  2,  1810;  d.  May  2, 

1910,  Nashua. 

3.  William  Pickman , b.  May  5,  1811;  d.  Aug. 

25,  1880,  Keene,  N.  H.;  m.  1st,  Apr.  2, 
1845,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  Abby  Ann 
Chandler,  d.  May  22,  1850,  a.  33  y.  Child: 
(1)  Daniely  b.  Apr.  2,  1847,  Jamaica  Plain ; 
d.  Oct.  20,  1853,  Nashua.  He  m.  2d,  Feb. 
20,  1855,  Keene,  Harriet  Mead  Handerson, 
b.  Dec.  20,  1820,  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  d. 
Dec.  16,  1889,  Keene,  dau.  Phineas  and 
Hannah  Willard  (Mead)  Handerson. 

Children  of  William  Pickman  and  Har- 
riet M.  (Handerson)  Abbott,  b.  at  Keene, 

N.  H.: 

i.  William  Handersony  b.  Dec.  26,  1855 ; d.  Oct. 

2,  1920,  Olema,  Maine  Co.,  Calif. ; m.  Dec. 
29,  1886,  Alameda,  Calif.,  Clara  Martha 
Wheelock,  b.  Aug.  16,  1855,  W.  Dedham, 
Mass.,  dau.  Elijah  and  Mary  (Colburn) 
Wheelock.  Had:  (1)  Kenneth  Wheelocky  b. 
Apr.  6,  1891,  Alameda;  unm. 

ii.  Harry  Pickman , b.  Aug.  21, 1857;  m-  lst>  Jan* 

1,  1883,  Keene,  Myra  Lillian  Matthews,  b. 
Sept.  13,  1861,  dau.  Henry  and  Janet  (Sim- 
onds)  Matthews  of  Waitsfield,  Vt.  He  m. 
2d,  Jan.  23,  1911,  Walpole,  N.  H.,  Mrs. 
Addie  (Richardson)  Perkins,  b.  Rutland, 
Vt.,  dau.  John  Francis  and  Elmira  (Still) 
Richardson  of  South  Stratford,  Vt.  No  is- 
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sue  by  2d  m.  Had:  (1)  William  Pickman , 
b.  Oct.  4,  1883,  Alstead,  N.  H.,  d.  Aug.  20, 
1926,  Bellows  Falls;  m.  Sept.  18,  1905, 
Charlotte  Aldrich,  b.  Nov.  1,  1883,  Keene, 
dau.  Herbert  Duane  and  Mina  Jane  (Aid- 
rich)  Aldrich.  Child:  Dorcas , b.  Aug.  21, 
1910,  Bellows  Falls;  (2)  Matthews  W arn- 
ery  b.  June  9,  1886,  Alstead,  N.  H. ; m.  Sept. 
2,  1908,  Bellows  Falls,  Blanche  Ada  Kelley, 
b.  Oct.  29,  1887,  Bellows  Falls,  dau.  Morris 
Bradford  and  Maria  Louise  (White)  Kelley. 
Had:  (a)  Marjorie  Whitey  b.  Apr.  5,  1910, 
Alstead;  d.  Apr.  9,  1910;  (b)  Dorothy 
Beatrice , b.  Dec.  1,  1911,  Alstead,  N.  H.;  d. 
Dec.  6,  1911;  (c)  Mary  Janey  b.  Sept.  21, 
1920,  Burlington;  (d)  Elizabeth y b.  Aug. 
24,  1922,  Rutland;  d.  Sept.  5,  1922;  (e) 
Katharine  Warner y b.  Jan.  25, 1924,  Boston; 
(3)  Harry  Handerson , b.  July  15,  1888, 
Point  Keyes,  Marin  Co.,  Calif;  m.  1st,  Aug. 
5,  1906,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Ruth  Miller; 
divorced  in  1919;  m.  2d.  Oct.  22,  1920, 
Alice  Lyman.  Had,  by  1st  m.:  (a)  Harry 
Deany  b.  Aug.  30,  1907;  (b)  Nance  Miller y 
b.  June  12,  1914;  by  2d  m.:  (c)  Richard 
Lyman y b.  Jan.  10,  1922;  (d)  Elizabeth y b. 
Aug.  22,  1923;  (e)  Lorainey  Apr.  20,  1925. 

iii.  Daniel  Abboty  b.  June  1,  1859;  d.  May  3, 

1867,  Keene. 

iv.  George  Chandler y b.  Mar.  12,  1861 ; d.  May 

21,  1861,  Keene. 

v.  Katharine  Elizabethy  b.  Aug.  22,  1862;  d. 

Oct.  14,  1926,  Worcester,  Mass.;  m.  Aug. 
29,  1885,  Keene,  George  Frank  Ball,  b. 
Mar.  6,  i860,  Keene,  d.  Mar.  18,  1915, 
Keene,  s.  George  Warren  and  Mary  Anne 


The  Pickman  Family  of  Salem 

(Stearns)  Ball.  Had:  (i)  Mary  Abbot , b. 
Nov.  21,  1886,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  3 m.  Nov. 

10,  1909,  Keene,  Edward  Alexander  Bige- 
low, b.  May  5,  1885,  Worcester,  s.  George 
Alexander  and  Dora  Louise  (Tucker)  Bige- 
low. Child:  (a)  Katharine  Abbot , b.  Dec.  8, 
19 1 1,  Worcester. 

4.  Charles  Dudley , b.  Sept.  9,  18133  d.  1847, 

Nashua 3 m.  May  23,  1838,  Nashua,  Laurin- 
da  Holbrook,  b.  Feb.  1 o,  1 8 1 1 , Athol,  Mass.  3 
d.  Feb.  28,  1847,  Nashua. 

Child: 

i.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  22,  1843,  Nashua 3 
d.  Dec.  27,  1927,  Boston 3 m.  Sept.  2,  1875, 
Concord,  N.  H.,  Josiah  Henry  Benton,  b. 
Aug.  4,  1843,  Addison,  Vt.,  d.  Feb.  6,  1917, 
Boston,  s.  Josiah  Henry  and  Martha  (Dan- 
forth)  Benton.  No  issue. 

5.  Catharine  Pickman,  b.  Aug.  19,  18193  d.  Nov. 

11,  1891,  Philadelphia  3 m.  1st,  June  3, 
1840,  Nashua,  Charles  James  Fox,  b.  Oct. 
28,  1 81 1,  Hancock,  N.  H.3  d.  Feb.  17, 1846, 
Nashua,  s.  Jedediah  and  Mary  Butterfield 
(Wheeler)  Fox.  She  m.  2d,  May  4,  1853, 
Nashua,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  b.  May  5,  1799, 
Windham,  N.  H.3  d.  Feb.  24,  1869,  Keene, 
s.  Samuel  and  Mary  Boyd  (Reid)  Dinsmoor. 
No  issue  by  2d  m. 

Child: 

i.  Charles  William,  b.  Mar.  29,  1843,  Nashua; 
d.  Oct.  5,  1919,  York  Harbor,  Me.;  m.  Dec. 
19,  1883,  Philadelphia,  Alice  Brown,  b.  Oct. 
3,  1847,  Philadelphia,  dau.  John  Houston 
and  Anna  Sharpless  (Brown)  Brown. 
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Benjamin  Pickman  (1763-1843) 

the  oil  portrait  by  Chester  Harding  in  the  possession 
of  Miss  Martha  Catharine  Codman. 
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io.  Benjamin  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Mary  (Toppan)  Pickman,  born  Sept.  30,  1763,  in 
Salem,  married  Oct.  20,  1789,  Anstiss,  daughter  of 
Elias  Hasket  and  Elizabeth  (Crowninshield)  Derby. 
She  was  born  Oct.  6,  1769,  and  died  June  1,  1836. 
He  prepared  for  college  at  Dummer  Academy, 
under  “Master  Moody,55  and  was  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  in  1784  where  he  belonged  to  the  In- 
stitute of  1770  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  his 
“key55  in  the  latter  having  been  given  to  Harvard 
College  Library  by  Miss  Martha  C.  Codman.  In 
June,  1785,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  William  Pyncheon  of  Salem,  but  abandoned  it  in 
November,  1787,  and  engaged  in  commerce  in 
which  he  continued  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  was  elected  a representative  from  Salem  to 
the  General  Court  in  1797-1799;  senator,  1802- 
1805;  appointed  to  the  Governors  Council  in  1805; 
and  elected  to  Congress  in  1809.  He  was  President 
of  the  Directors  of  the  Theological  School  at  Cam- 
bridge and  also  President  or  officially  connected  with 
a number  of  literary,  historical  and  other  institu- 
tions in  Salem  and  vicinity.  He  was  Colonel  of  the 
Salem  Regiment,  the  fourth  Colonel  in  succession  of 
the  same  name;  and  also  the  first  President  of  the 
Salem  National  Bank,  incorporated  in  1803.  On 
July  8,  1 8 17,  he  gave  the  address,  welcoming  Presi- 
dent Monroe  to  Salem  and  the  next  day  entertained 
him  at  his  house.  “October  1 oth,  1818.  This  day  I 
dined  with  Col.  B.  Pickman,  my  former  pupil,55 
writes  Doctor  Bentley,  “in  a manner  worthy  of  a 
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palace  and  a Prince.  His  lady  and  two  daughters 
were  at  the  table,  his  son  in  law  Rogers  and  his 
brother  William  and  his  wife’s  brother  E.  Hersey 
Derby.  His  father  was  not  present.  Judge  Story,  N. 
Silsbee,  our  Member  of  Congress,  and  Dr.  Prince 
were  with  us  and  our  richest  merchant  Joseph  Pea- 
body. Of  the  law,  Pickering,  Saltonstall  and  Mer- 
rill, Judge  White,  Judge  of  Probate,  Dudley  Pick- 
man,  Senator  of  Massachusetts,  and  no  strangers.  We 
have  never  seen  in  Salem  richer  tables  than  have 
been  spread  by  B,  Crowninshield,  B.  Pickman  and 
N.  Silsbee,  all  in  the  general  Government  and  active 
merchants  of  Salem.  Nothing  can  be  said  too  highly 
of  the  attendance,  display  and  elegance  at  these  ta- 
bles, or  of  the  richness  of  the  courses,  variety  and 
bounty.  The  hilarity  was  uninterrupted  on  these  oc- 
casions.” He  died  Aug.  1 6,  1843,  after  having 
been  severely  injured  by  the  upsetting  of  his  carriage 
near  Lynn  Springs. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  Ben  jamin  Toppan,  b.  Sept.  17, 1790;  at  10.30 

o’clock  in  the  morning ; died  Mar.  21,  1835. 
He  was  a merchant  and  lived  in  Boston ; was 
President  of  Mass.  Senate,  1 833-1 835^  m. 
Elizabeth  Smith  of  Boston.  No  issue. 

ii.  Clark  Gayton,  b.  Nov.  22,  1791,  at  nine 

o’clock  in  the  evening ; H.  C.  1 8 1 1 ; d.  unm. 
, i860,  in  Boston. 

13.  iii.  Anstiss  Derby,  b.  July  11, 1793,  at  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning. 

iv.  A son,  b.  Nov.  1 794  j d.  in  two  weeks. 


Mrs.  Anstiss  (Derby)  Pickman  (1769-1836) 

From  a portrait  in  pastel  in  the  possession  of 
Dr.  Henry  P.  Walcott. 
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v.  Hasket  Derby,  b.  Mar.  12,  17965  H.  C. 

18155  d.  Oct.  22,  1815. 

vi.  A son,  b.  Sept.  27,  17975  d.  the  next  day. 

vii.  Elizabeth  Derby,  b.  May  28, 17995  m-  Apr. 

18,  1 83 7,  E.  Hersey  Derby  of  Boston 5 H. 
C.  18185  lawyer.  He  d.  Nov.  14,  1839.  No 
issue. 

viii.  Marianna,  b.  Dec.  9,  1800  5 d.  Jan.  2,  1809. 

14.  ix.  Martha,  b.  Nov.  24,  18025  m.  June  1,  1829, 

Samuel  B.  Walcott  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H. 

15.  x.  Francis  Willoughby,  b.  May  15,  1804. 

11.  Thomas  Pickman,  son  of  Benjamin  and 

Mary  (Toppan)  Pickman,  born  May  10,  1773,  in 
Salem;  married,  first,  Nov.  28,  1 802,  Mary  (Polly), 
daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan  and  Hannah  Haraden, 
born  Oct.  8,  1775,  died  Sept.  19,  1806.  He  married, 
second,  Dec.  21,  1815,  Sophia,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Joseph  Pearse  Palmer  of  Boston,  President  of  the 
Massachusetts  Provincial  Congress  in  1776.  She  was 
born  Sept.  2,  1786,  in  Boston,  and  died  Dec.  22, 
1 862,  at  Salem.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1791,  studied  medicine  with  Doctor  Holy- 
oke, and  became  a physician.  He  practised  in  Salem, 
where  he  died  Jan.  2,  1817.  “He  was  undoubtedly 
the  best  informed  man  of  the  family/’  writes  Doc- 
tor Bentley. 

Child,  by  second  marriage : 

i.  Mary  Toppan,  b.  Oct.  31,  18165  m.  Nov.  6, 
1851,  George  Bailey  Loring,  M.D.  She  d. 
Nov.  30,  1878.  He  d.  Sept.  13,  1891,  at 
Pickman  Farm,  Salem.  Had:  (1)  A son , b. 
Jan.  16,  18535  d*  Jan-  16,  18535  (2)  Mary 
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Pickman , b.  Dec.  15,  1857  j d.  July  22, 18645 
(3)  Sally  Pickman , b.  Sept.  5,  18595  m- 
Nov.  5,  1895,  Theodore  F.  Dwight,  and  d. 
Aug.  23,  1913,  at  Vevey,  Switzerland.  He 
d.  Feb.  3,  1917,  Boston.  Had:  (a)  Law- 
rence, b.  Nov.  6,  1896,  Boston;  d.  Feb.  2, 
1918,  Brest,  France;  West  Point  Military 
Academy,  19175  2d  Lieut.  1st  Trench  Mor- 
tar Battalion. 

1 2.  Dudley  Leavitt  Pickman,  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Leavitt)  Pickman,  born  May  1, 
1779,  in  Salem;  married  Sept.  6,  1810,  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Elkins)  San- 
ders. She  was  baptised  Aug.  29,  1784,  and  died 
May  19,  1823,  aged  3 8 years. 

He  began  life  as  a clerk  in  his  father’s  department 
in  the  Salem  Custom  House  and  then  followed  the 
sea  for  ten  years,  acting  as  supercargo  for  Salem  and 
Boston  owners.  Soon  after  the  War  of  1812  he  en- 
gaged in  a partnership  with  Nathaniel,  William 
and  Zachariah  Fowle  Silsbee  and  Robert  Stone  and 
the  business  became  extensive,  their  vessels  making 
voyages  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  especially  to 
Sumatra,  Java  and  the  Philippines.  Among  their 
well-known  vessels  were  the  Endeavor , Persia , 
Borneo , and  Friendship . Mr.  Pickman  also  became 
interested  in  the  land  and  water  power  companies 
having  holdings  where  Lowell,  Manchester  and 
Lawrence  now  stand  and  was  also  a large  stockhold- 
er in  many  cotton  and  woolen  mills. 

He  was  a man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  large 
physically — six  feet,  two  inches  in  height.  He 
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Dudley  Leavitt  Pickman  (1779-1846) 

From  an  oil  portrait  by  Chester  Harding  in  the 
possession  of  Dudley  Leavitt  Pickman. 
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lived  in  the  brick  house  at  the  corner  of  Chestnut 
and  Pickering  Streets,  Salem,  built  in  1819.  He  was 
one  of  Salem’s  most  eminent  and  wealthy  merchants  5 
for  several  years  served  as  a member  of  both  branch- 
es of  the  Legislature  and  was  a public  spirited  and 
liberal  man.  He  died  Nov.  4,  1 846. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  Catherine  Sanders  (name  changed  from 
Lucy  Grafton),  b.  July  9,  1811,  d.  Nov.  26, 
1901;  m.  May  30,  1832,  Richard  Sullivan 
Fay  of  Boston,  b.  June  1 5,  1806,  d.  July  6, 
1865,  s.  Samuel  Prescott  Phillips  and  Har- 
riet (Howard)  Fay. 

Children  of  Richard  Sullivan  and  Cath- 
erine Sanders  (Pickman)  Fay: 

1.  Richard  Sullivan  Fay , b.  Feb.  28,  1833;  d. 
Mar.  7,  1882,  at  sea;  m.  Oct.  20,  1858,  at 
King’s  Chapel,  Boston,  Elizabeth  Francis 
Bowditch,  b.  June  17,  1836,  Boston;  d.  May 
10,  1924,  Boston,  dau.  of  Nathaniel  I.  and 
Elizabeth  Brown  (Francis)  Bowditch  of 
Boston.  She  m.  2d,  July  11,  1891,  Gardiner 
Greene  Hammond.  Child:  Dudley  Bow- 
ditch, b.  Jan.  31,  i860;  H.  C.  1881 ; d.  Feb. 
7,  1921 ; m.  Oct.  4,  1882,  Katharine  Gray, 
b.  June  26,  i860,  dau.  of  William  and 
Katharine  Hays  (Cunningham)  Gray. 

Children  of  Dudley  Bowditch  and  Kath- 
arine (Gray)  Fay: 

i.  Elizabeth  Bowditch , b.  Oct.  8,  1883,  Boston; 
m.  June  30,  1917,  Nahant,  Pierce  Powers 
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McGann,  s.  of  Thomas  Francis  and  Mary 
Anne  (Robinson)  McGann  of  Somerville. 

ii.  Alice , b.  Oct.  5,  1884,  Boston;  m.  Dec.  24, 

1917,  Cardiff , Wales,  Andrew  Gilmond, 
M.D.,  son  of  William  and  Janet  (Balmer) 
Gilmond.  Child:  William  Dudley , b.  Sept. 
17,  1923,  Wimbledon  Park,  England. 

iii.  Ethel , b.  Aug.  31,  1886,  Nahant;  m.  Apr.  14, 

1909,  Boston,  Robert  Wade  Williams,  son 
of  George  Foster  and  Lucy  (Lambert)  Wil- 
liams of  Roxbury.  Children,  born  at  Med- 
field,  Mass.:  (1)  John  Davis , b.  Mar.  5, 
1910;  (2)  Hope,  b.  Jan.  3,  1912;  (3)  Peter 
Fay , b.  June  27,  1916. 

iv.  Rosamond , b.  Nov.  23,  1888,  Boston;  m. 

July  12,  1922,  London,  Eng.,  Capt.  Henry 
Bernard  Montague,  son  of  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Robert  Montague  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Catherine  Wade.  Children:  (1)  John  Dro- 
go,  b.  Dec.  18,  1923,  London,  Eng.;  (2) 
Katharine  Anne , b.  Feb.  21,  1925,  Territet, 
Switzerland. 

v.  Richard  Dudley , b.  Jan.  13,  1891,  Boston,  H. 

C.  1913;  m.  Feb.  16,  1912,  Groton,  Hester 
Lawrence,  dau.  of  John  and  Martha  Endi- 
cott  (Peabody)  Lawrence.  Children:  (1) 
Hester , b.  Nov.  16,  1912,  San  Francisco, 
Calif.;  (2)  Elinor , b.  Sept.  20,  1914,  Na- 
hant,  Mass.;  (3)  Richard,  b.  Dec.  12,  1918, 
Boston. 

vi.  Arthur  Dudley,  b.  Feb.  28,  1896,  Boston. 

vii.  John  Howard,  b.  Mar.  21,  1900,  Boston;  m. 

July  17,  1926,  Madeleine  Thomas  Beals, 
dau.  Edward  Mauran  and  Bertha  Williams 
(Thomas)  Beals  of  Nahant,  Mass. 
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2.  Katharine  Pickman  Fay,  b.  June  io,  1837, 
Boston;  d.  Apr.  22,  1913;  m.  June  26,  1866, 
Henry  Sidney  Everett,  b.  Dec.  31,  1843,  d. 
Oct.  4,  1898,  s.  of  Edward  and  Charlotte 
(Brooks)  Everett. 

Children  of  Henry  Sidney  and  Katharine 
Pickman  (Fay)  Everett: 

i.  Sidney  Brooks , b.  Nov.  3,  1868,  Boston;  d. 
Feb.  4,  1901,  Guatemala  City,  Guatemala, 
while  Secretary  of  the  American  Legation. 

ii.  Alexander  Leo , b.  July  24,  1871,  Biarritz, 
France;  m.  Sept.  17,  1898,  at  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Caroline  Kane  Mills,  b.  1868,  d.  July 
14,  1921,  Paris,  France,  dau.  of  Lawrence 
Heyworth  and  Maria  Co  wen  (Swan)  Mills. 
Child:  Elise , b.  Sept.  17,  1901,  Lawrence, 
Long  Island,  N.  Y. ; m.  1st,  Nov.  25,  1920, 
New  York,  Paul  Abbott,  b.  June  3,  1898,  s. 
Henry  H.  and  Florence  (Carl)  Abbott.  Had: 
Caroline  Kane  Abbott , b.  Mar.  6,  1922,  New 
York.  Mrs.  Abbott  m.  2d,  Sept.  28,  1925, 
Paris,  France,  Pierre  Lacroix,  b.  July  13, 
1 895,  Paris,  s.  Andre  Ferdinand  and  Pauline 
Caroline  (Deutz)  Lacroix, 

iii.  Lilian , b.  June  30,  1873,  Newport,  R.  I.,  d. 
Apr.  19,  1904,  Madeira;  m.  June  30,  1892, 
Shanklin,  Isle  of  Wight,  Charles  Henry 
Fenwick,  b.  Apr.  7,  1863,  s.  Charles  Rod- 
erick and  Georgiana  (Walker)  Fenwick. 
Children:  (1)  Elma  Lilian , b.  May  13, 
1893,  Alconbury,  Huntingdonshire,  Eng.; 
(2)  Audrey  Ethel , b.  June  15,  1894,  Tet- 
bury,  Gloucestershire,  Eng.,  m.  June  26, 
1917,  London,  Lt.-Col.  Guy  Blewitt,  D.S.O., 
M.C.,  b.  Dec.  5,  1884,  s.  Maj.-Gen.  Wil- 
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liam  Edward  and  Harriet  Agnes  (Rigby) 
Blewitt,  C.B.,  C.M.A.,  C.B.E.  Had:  (a) 
Anne  Liliany  b.  Apr.  14,  1918,  Cranford, 
Northamptonshire;  (b)  Georgina , b.  Nov. 
16,  1916,  Camberley,  Surrey;  (c)  William , 
b.  July  20,  i922,Boxted,  Essex;  (3)  Charles 
Roderick  Everett , b.  July  9,  1900,  London. 

iv.  Hildegard  Clotilde  Louise , b.  Nov.  30,  1877, 

United  States  Legation,  Berlin,  Germany, 
m.  Dec.  21,  1901,  London,  Eng.,  Charles 
Cunliffe-Owen,  R.A.,  C.B.,  C.M.G.,  b.  Nov. 
20,  1863,  Woolwich,  Kent,  s.  Charles  Henry 
and  Emily  Linzee  (Hunt)  Owen,  R.A. 
Children:  (1)  Sidney  Patrick  Charles , b. 
Oct.  1 6,  1904,  Curragle,  Ireland;  (2)  Kath- 
arine Hildegard , b.  Mar.  6,  1909,  Exeter, 
England. 

v.  Sybil  Anna  Pelagiey  b.  Nov.  10,  1884,  Hom- 

burg,  Germany;  m.  1st,  Sept.  27,  1905, 
Shanklin,  Isle  of  Wight,  Samuel  Davenport, 
s.  Capt.  Samuel  Yates  Holt  Davenport;  m. 
2d,  Nov.  16,  1916,  London,  England,  An- 
thony Melmoth  Walters,  b.  Apr.  9,  1895,  s. 
Arthur  Melmoth  and  Amy  (Parbury)  Wal- 
ters. Child  \ Chris  toper  Melmoth. 

3.  Elizabeth  Pickman  Fayy  b.  Jan.  8,  1841,  Bos- 
ton; d.  Sept.  4,  1880,  Lynn;  m.  Dec.  10, 
1868,  Boston,  Henry  Hills  Parker,  b.  Apr. 
19,  1845,  New  York,  d.  Oct.  8,  1886,  New 
York,  s.  William  Brown  and  Margaret  Eliza 
(Hills)  Parker. 

Children  of  Henry  Hills  and  Elizabeth 
Pickman  (Fay)  Parker: 

i.  Richard  Fayy  b.  Sept.  9,  1869,  Lynn,  m.  Oct. 
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22,  1895,  Boston,  Emma  Rosalie  Guild,  b. 
Oct.  2, 1867,  Marietta,  O.,  d.  Mar.  15, 1923, 
Boston,  dau.  Edward  Chipman  and  Emma 
(Cadwalader)  Guild.  Children:  (1)  Cath- 
arine Fay , b.  Aug.  9,  1896,  Northborough, 
m.  Aug.  17,  1917,  Boston,  George  Low  Wil- 
liams, b.  Feb.  8,  1894,  Boston,  s.  Henry 
Morland  and  Eleanore  Thaxter  (Dodd) 
Williams.  Had:  (a)  Eleanore  Fay , b.  May 
18,  1918,  Cambridge;  (b)  Frances  Guild , b. 
Sept.  17,  1920,  Paris,  France ; (2)  Elizabeth 
Fay , b.  Feb.  23,  1901,  Westborough;  (3) 
Rose  Fayy  b.  Mar.  15,  1902,  Westborough. 

ii.  Henry  Mountfort , b.  Nov.  25,  1870,  New 

York,  d.  Mar.  4,  1914,  Boston  j m.  in  New 
York, Katharine  Bailey. 

iii.  Augustin  Hamilton , b.  Aug.  9,  1875,  Lynn;  m. 

1st,  Nov.  2,  1906,  Boston,  Caroline  Miller 
Dabney,  b.  Mar.  13,  1874,  Quincy,  d.  Nov. 
13,  1922,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  dau.  Lewis 
Stackpole  and  Clara  (Bigelow)  Dabney.  He 
m.  2d,  Aug.  24, 1925,  Wareham,  Gwendolyn 
Whistler,  b.  Mar.  4,  1885,  Tarrytown,  N. 
Y.,  dau.  Thomas  Delano  and  Sophia  Mar- 
guerite (Ames)  Whistler.  Children:  (1) 
Lewis  Dabney , b.  Dec.  14,  1907,  Dover; 
(2)  Augustin  Hamiltony  b.  Feb.  16,  1910, 
Dover. 

4.  William  Rickman  Fayy  b.  July  5,  1843,  Lynn; 
d.  Mar.  25,  1879,  Boston;  m.  Oct.  12,  1870, 
Boston,  Sarah  Livermore  Abbott,  b.  May  14, 
1850,  Lowell,  dau.  Josiah  Gardner  and 
Caroline  Livermore  (Abbott)  Abbott. 

Children  of  William  Pickman  and  Sarah 
Livermore  (Abbott)  Fay: 
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i.  Richard  Sullivan , July  9,  1871,  Lynn;  d. 

Sept.  17,  1905,  Katonah,  N.  Y.;  m.  1st, 
June  9,  1892,  Chicago,  Marie  Van  Antwerp 
Proadfoot;  divorced  in  1903;  m.  2d,  Sept. 

22,  1904,  New  York,  Mrs.  Clara  Louise 
(Ryder)  Trask,  dau.  Mitchell  and  Clara 
(Irwin)  Ryder.  She  d.  Dec.  4,  1916,  at 
Larchmont,  N.  Y.,  ae.  54  y.  Child:  Wil- 
liam Pickman , b.  Apr.  16,  1893,  Chicago;  | 
m.  in  1918,  in  New  York. 

ii.  Katherine , b.  Sept.  9,  1872,  Lynn;  unm. 

iii.  Edward  Henry , b.  Sept.  13,  1876,  Lynn;  d. 

May  25,  1919,  Wellesley  Hills,  Mass.;  m. 
May  6,  1903,  Weston,  Jessie  Merriam,  b. 
May  29,  1876,  Weston,  dau.  Herbert  and 
Fanny  (Hawes)  Merrian.  Children:  (1)  j 
Edward  Henry , b.  July  4,  1908;  (2)  Abbott 
(twin)  and  (3)  Herbert  (twin),  b.  Sept.  27, 

19 1 1 ; (4)  Grafton,  b.  Nov.  10,  1913;  (5) 
Jessie,  b.  Oct.  29,  1915. 

ii.  Elizabeth  Leavitt,  b.  Sept.  22,  1814,  Sa- 
lem; d.  Sept.  17,  1853,  Salem;  m.  Mar.  17, 
1847,  Richard  Saltonstall  Rogers  (his  2d 
m.)  of  Salem,  merchant  and  shipowner,  b. 
Jan.  13,  1790,  Ipswich;  d.  June  11,  1873, 
Salem;  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail 
(Dodge)  Rogers. 

Children  of  Richard  Saltonstall  and  Eliz- 
abeth Leavitt  (Pickman)  Rogers,  born  in 
Salem : 

1.  Dudley  Pickman,  b.  Aug.  30,  1848;  d.  May 

12,  1872,  New  York  City;  unm. 

2.  George  Willoughby,  b.  April  8,  1850;  d.  Feb. 

22,  1881,  Salem;  m.  Sept.  1,  1874,  Pea- 
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body,  Josephine  Frances  Lord,  b.  Aug.  25, 
1851,  Peabody 5 d.  July  21,  1919,  Danvers 5 
dau.  John  Augustus  and  Eliza  Ann  (Down- 
ing) Lord.  Had:  (i)  Dudley  Pickman,  b. 
Oct.  8,  1875,  at  aOak  Hill,”  Peabody. 

3.  Elizabeth  Pickman , b.  Sept.  17,  18535  d.  July 
1,  1913,  Ripon,  Co.  Yorks.  Eng.  5 m.  July 
18,  1876,  Salem,  Alfred  John  Pound,  b. 
Apr.  10,  1847,  Malton,  Co.  Yorks.  5 d.  May 
26,  1906,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight;  s.  John  and 
Charlotte  Augustus  (Farley)  Pound. 

Children  of  Alfred  John  and  Elizabeth 
Pickman  (Rogers)  Pound,  all  born  at 
Wroxall,  Isle  of  Wight,  except  Russell 
and  Isabella: 

i.  Alfred  Dudley  Pickman  Rogers , b.  Aug.  29, 

1877,  Admiral  in  the  Royal  Navy,  Com- 
mander of  the  Order  of  the  Bath;  m.  Oct. 
14,  1908,  Valletta,  Malta,  Elizabeth  Caro- 
line Grace  Whitehead,  b.  Sept.  15,  1881, 
Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight,  dau.  John  Lievesay 
and  Sophia  (Martin)  Whitehead.  Had:  (1) 
George  Dudley,  b.  Apr.  12,  1913;  (2)  Mar- 
tin, Jan.  4,  1916;  (3)  Barbara  Diana,  b. 
Sept.  2,  1919. 

ii.  Elizabeth  Amelia  Leavitt  Pickman,  b.  May  5, 

1880;  d.  Sept.  23,  1880,  Wroxall,  Isle  of 
Wight. 

iii.  Elizabeth  Josephine  Charlotte  Pickman,  b. 

Nov.  8,  1881;  m.  Oct.  22,  1918,  St.  An- 
drews, Westminster,  London,  Henry  Frank 
Nesbitt,  b.  June  28,  1865,  Wolverhampton, 
s.  Francis  Albert  and  Emily  (Tyson)  Nes- 
bitt. Had:  William  Frank,  b.  May  18,  1922, 
Winkleigh,  N.  Devon. 
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iv.  Louisa  Catherine  Saltonstall  Pickman , b.  Apr. 

28,  1883. 

v.  John  Farley  Mather  Crowninshieldy  b.  May 

20,  18845  d.  Nov.  16,  1915,  France  (“miss- 
ing in  the  Great  War”). 

vi.  William  GeorgeWilloughby , b.  May  25, 1 886. 

vii.  Russell  Richard  Jacquey  b.  June  22,  1887, 

Kensington,  London  5 m.  Dec.  10,  1910,  Val- 
letta, Malta,  Hannah  Dorothy  Errington 
Barr,  b.  Sept.  19,  1886,  Rishton,  Co.  Lanca- 
shire, dau.  John  and  Minnie  (Hewson)  Barr. 
Had:  (1)  John  Pickman , b.  Jan.  6,  1916, 
Edinburgh  5 (2)  Denes  Crowninshieldy  b. 
Nov.  26,  1918,  Edinburgh. 

viii.  Alicea  Dorothea  Annie  Endicotty  b.  Jan.  18, 

18895  m*  Apr.  27,  19 1 1,  St.  George’s,  Han- 
over Square,  London,  Samuel  Hood  Smith, 
b.  Aug.  20,  1884,  Sheffield,  s.  Samuel  and 
Ellen  (Hood)  Smith.  Had:  Josephine  Mary 
Hoody  b.  Feb.  20,  1915,  Sheffield. 

ix.  Quintusy  b.  Oct.  29,  18905  d.  Dec.  24,  1897, 

Newton  Abbot,  South  Devon. 

x.  Isabella  Lizzie  Diamondy  b.  June  25,  1897, 

Newton  Abbot,  South  Devon.  Received  into 
the  Catholic  Church,  Feb.  6,  1917,  at  the 
Oratory,  London  5 entered  the  Order  of  St. 
Benedict,  Oct.  16,  1918,  and  is  known  as 
Dame  Margaret  Mary. 

16.  iii.  William  Dudley,  b.  Jan.  6,  1819. 

13.  Anstiss  Derby  Pickman,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Anstiss  (Derby)  Pickman,  born  July  1 1, 
1793,  at  Salem,  at  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  5 mar- 
ried June  11,  1 8 1 5,  at  Lancaster,  Mass.,  John  Whit- 
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tingham  Rogers,  born  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Nov.  io, 
1787,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail  (Dodge)  Rog- 
ers. He  was  a merchant  in  Salem  and  Boston  and 
died  Dec.  9,  1872,  at  Boston.  She  died  Aug.  29, 
1856,  at  Brattleboro,  Vt. : 

Children,  born  in  Salem  and  Boston: 

i.  Mary  Anna  Pickman,  b.  Aug.  3,  1816;  d. 

Apr.  10,  1852,  Boston;  unm. 

ii.  Elizabeth  Harriet,  b.  Feb.  16,  1818;  d. 

Mar.  7,  1866,  in  Boston;  unm. 

iii.  John  Denison,  b.  Jan.  10,  1820;  d.  Aug.  26, 

1846,  in  the  harbor  of  Woosung,  China; 

unm.  He  was  a sea  captain. 

iv.  Anstiss  Derby,  b.  Oct.  19,  1822;  d.  Nov.  8, 

1889,  in  Boston;  m.  Sept.  5,  1843,  William 

Shepard  Wetmore  of  New  York,  son  of 

Seth  and  Nancy  (Shepard)  Wetmore,  b. 

Jan.  26,  1801,  at  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  d.  June 

16,  1862,  at  Newport,  R.  I.  Had: 

(1)  William  Shepard , b.  Aug.  1,  1844,  in  New 

York;  d.  June  1,  1858,  at  Newport,  R.  I. 

(2)  George  Peabody  Wetmorey  born  August  2, 
1846,  in  London,  England,  during  a visit  of  his  parents 
abroad.  His  father  was  a merchant  in  the  China  trade, 
who  established  mercantile  houses  in  China,  South  America 
and  New  York  City,  and  his  grandfather,  Seth  Wetmore, 
was  a judge,  a member  of  the  Vermont  Legislature  and 
of  the  Governor’s  Council,  and  a Fellow  of  the  University 
of  Vermont.  The  latter  married  Nancy  Shepard,  a daugh- 
ter of  Gen.  William  Shepard  of  the  Continental  Army. 
The  Wetmores  are  descendants  of  Thomas  Whitmore, 
who  came  from  England  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1635,  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  American  branch  of  the  family  of 
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the  Wetmore  family,  removing  to  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
about  1640.  The  ancestors  of  George  Peabody  Wetmore, 
on  his  father’s  side,  were  among  the  original  patentees  of 
Middletown,  Conn. 

Mr.  Wetmore  received  his  early  education  at  the  private 
schools  of  Messrs.  Reed  and  Thurston,  and  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam C.  Leverett,  in  Newport,  R.  I.  He  was  graduated  at 
Yale,  in  1867,  with  the  degree  of  B.A.,  and  while  there 
was  a member  of  Linonia,  Delta  Kappa,  Phi  Theta  Psi,  Psi 
Upsilon  and  Skull  and  Bones.  He  was  a trustee  of  the 
Peabody  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  Yale  University ; 
and  in  1888  was  nominated  a Fellow  of  the  University, 
but  declined. 

After  graduation  he  studied  for  two  years  at  the  Co- 
lumbia Law  School,  received  the  degree  of  LL.B.,  in 
1869,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bars  of  Rhode  Island  and 
New  York  the  same  year.  He  had  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  in  1880,  and  again  in  1884,  was  a 
Presidential  Elector.  He  was  elected  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1885  and  served  two  terms,  but  was  defeated  for 
a third  term.  He  was  a member  of  the  commission  that 
built  the  new  Rhode  Island  State  House  at  Providence. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  as  a Republican  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  receiving  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  Senate,  House  and  joint  convention  and 
was  twice  re-elected  to  the  Senate,  his  last  term  ending 
March  4,  1913.  In  the  Senate  Mr.  Wetmore  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  afterwards 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  for  six- 
teen years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Appropriations,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Naval  Affairs,  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  and  other  committees.  He  had  a deep  interest 
in  the  building  up  of  the  Navy,  and  the  development  of 
the  naval  base  in  Narragansett  Bay.  He  served  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Joint  Commission  appointed  by  Congress  to 
prepare  plans  for  the  completion  of  the  Capitol  building 
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at  Washington  ; was  Chairman  of  the  first  Lincoln  Memo- 
rial Commission,  and  a member  of  the  Commission  that 
erected  the  National  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Washington ; 
was  also  a member  of  the  Grant  Memorial  Commission, 
and  many  other  commissions  for  the  erection  of  statues 
and  memorials.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  improve- 
ment and  development  of  Washington  and  the  District 
of  Columbia  on  a definite  artistic  plan,  and  was  particular- 
ly indentified  with  the  legislation  creating  the  National 
Commission  of  Fine  Arts. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Wetmore  was  for  many  years  asso- 
ciated with  various  organizations  for  promoting  the  fine 
arts  5 was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
in  New  York;  was  a member  of  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  construction  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House;  and 
was  a trustee  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jockey  Club;  Vice  President  of 
the  National  Horse  Show  Association  of  America;  and  di- 
rector of  other  organizations  for  improving  the  breeding 
of  horses.  At  his  home,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  he  was  a trustee 
of  the  Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum;  trustee  and 
President  of  the  Newport  Hospital;  President  of  the 
Newport  Reading  Room,  and  President  of  the  Newport 
Casino.  He  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Wetmore  was  married  December  22,  1869,  in  New 
York  City,  to  Edith  Malvina  Keteltas.  Her  father,  Eu- 
gene Keteltas,  was  a member  of  the  class  of  1822,  Yale 
College,  but  left  before  graduation,  and  was  graduated  at 
Union  College  in  1822.  Yale  gave  him  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  A.M.  in  1870.  Her  grandfather,  Philip  Dodd- 
ridge Keteltas,  was  Yale,  1792;  her  great-grandfather, 
Rev.  Abraham  Keteltas,  was  Yale,  1752,  and  Princeton, 
17 55;  and  her  great-great-grandfather,  William  Smith, 
was  Yale,  1719. 

Mr.  Wetmore  died  September  11,  1921,  in  Boston, 
Mass.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in  Trinity  Church, 
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Newport,  R.  I.,  and  the  interment  was  in  the  Island 
Cemetery.  Mrs.  Wetmore  died  in  Paris,  France,  May  31, 
1927. 

They  had  the  following  children: 

(a)  Edith  Malvina  Keteltas , b.  Sept.  23, 
1870,  at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  unm.;  (b) 
Maude  Alice  Keteltas , b.  Feb.  7,  1873,  at 
Paris,  France,  unm;  (c)  William  Shepard 
Keteltasy  b.  Apr.  16,  1875,  at  New  York 
City  (B.A.,  Yale,  1897) ; d.  Jan.  30,  1925, 
in  New  York  City j (d)  Rogers  Rickman 
Derby  Keteltas , b.  Mar.  13,  1882,  at  Paris, 
France;  d.  Apr.  26, 1917,  at  Washington, D.C. 

(3)  Annie  Derby  Rogers , b.  May  19,  1848,  in  New 
York  City;  d.  Feb.  29,  1884,  in  New  York 
City;  buried  in  Island  Cemetery,  Newport, 
R.  I.;  m.  in  1871,  at  Newport,  William 
Watts  Sherman,  b.  Aug.  4,  1842,  in  Albany, 
N.  Y. ; d.  Jan.  22,  1912,  in  New  York  City. 
Had:  (1)  Georgette  Wetmorey  b.  July  13, 
1872,  at  Newport;  m.  Oct.  4,  1892,  Harold 
Brown  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  b.  1863;  d. 
May  10,  1900,  in  New  York  City;  (2)  Sy- 
bil Katherine y b.  Aug.  22,  1 875 ; m.  1st,  Nov. 
12,  1896,  J.  Ellis  Hoffman;  m.  2d,  Decem- 
ber, 1904,  Norrie  Sellar.  Had:  (a)  Audrey 
Anniey  b.  Aug.  5,  1897;  m.  Jan.  29,  1925, 
Charles  Kenneth  Clinton;  (b)  Norrie  Sher- 
many  b.  Apr.  14,  1907,  in  New  York;  (c) 
Irisy  b.  December,  1909,  in  New  York;  (d) 
Daphne y b.  Feb.  27,  1915,  at  Hewlett,  Stat- 
en Island,  N.  Y. 

v.  Lucy  Rawlins,  b.  Mar.  25,  1825;  d.  Mar. 
9,  1856,  in  Boston;  unm. 
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vi.  Martha  Pickman,  b.  Nov.  17,  18275  m. 
June  1,  1850,  at  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Mass.,  John  Amory  Codman  of  Bos- 
ton, b.  June  30,  1824,  at  Roxbury;  d.  Dec. 
13,  1886,  in  Boston.  She  d.  Feb.  27,  1905, 
in  New  York  City.  Had:  (1)  John  Amory , 
b.  June  26,  1851,  in  Boston;  d.  May  26, 
1876,  in  Paris,  France;  (2)  Martha  Cath- 
arine. 

14.  Martha  Pickman,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Anstiss  (Derby)  Pickman,  born  Nov.  24,  1802, 
at  Salem;  died  March  17,  1885.  She  married  June 
1,  1829,  *n  Salem,  Samuel  Baker  Walcott,  son  of 
Jabez  and  Mary  (Baker)  Walcott  of  Bolton,  Mass., 
born  March  7,  1795,  died  Dec.  4,  1854,  in  Boston. 
He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1819; 
where  he  was  tutor  in  Greek  in  1821,  studied  law  in 
the  office  of  Daniel  Webster  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Boston  and  Salem.  Was  representative  to 
the  General  Court  and  also  State  senator  from  Hop- 
kinton.  Represented  Salem  in  Convention  of  1852 
to  revise  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts. 

Children,  born  in  Hopkinton,  except  Mary: 

i.  Mary,  b.  July  24,  1830;  d.  Apr.  27,  1919;  m. 

at  Salem,  Nov.  13,  1851,  Andrew  Belcher 
Almon  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  and  lived  in  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  and  Newport,  R.  I.  Had: 
(1)  Mary,  b.  Aug.  31,  1852;  d.  191J;  (2) 
Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  11,  1854;  d.  Dec.  12, 
1855. 

ii.  Anstiss  Pickman,  b.  Oct.  15,  1831;  d.  Oct. 

19,  1833. 
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iii.  Samuel  Pickman,  b.  Feb.  9,  1834;  d.  June 

25,  1885;  m.  at  Salem,  Feb.  1 1,  1875,  Eliza 
Ellen  Cutts,  who  d.  Jan.  17,  1912.  Had: 

(1)  A son,  b.  Dec.  12,  1876;  died  young 5 

(2)  Samuel  Frye,  b.  Dec.  12,  18785  H.  C. 
19015  lawyer 5 unrn.5  lives  in  Salem 5 (3) 
Martha  Pickman , b.  Oct.  18,  18835  lives  in 
Salem. 

iv.  Benjamin  Pickman,  b.  July  23,  18355  d. 

Mar.  4,  1861,  at  sea 5 unm. 

v.  Charles  Folsom,  b.  Dec.  22,  18365  d.  June 

11,  1887,  at  Salem  5 m.  Oct.  7,  1863,  at 
Cambridge,  Anna  Morrill  Wyman  5 in  the 
Civil  War  5 Captain  in  21st  Mass.  Inf.  of 
which  regiment  he  wrote  the  history  5 Colo- 
nel of  6 1 st  Mass.  Infy.  5 brevetted  Briga- 
dier-General 5 lawyer  5 represented  Cam- 
bridge in  Mass.  Legislature.  Had: 

( 1 ) Anstiss,  b.  Feb.  9, 1 867  5 m.  at  Cambridge,  Oct. 

4,  1888,  Robert  Dickson  Weston,  H.  C. 
1886,  lawyer.  Had:  (a)  Robert,  b.  Dec.  21, 
18895  H.  C.  19125  m.  April,  1923,  in  In- 
dia, Christine  de  Goutierej  forester  5 Ban- 
gor, Me.  5 (b)  Charles,  b.  Sept.  25,  18915 
H.  C.  19135  stockbroker  5 (c)  Melville,  b. 
Dec.  22,  18935  H.  C.  19155  in  office  of 
Newmarket  Mfg.  Co.  5 (d)  Anstiss,  b.  Mar. 
27,  18955  m.  June  10,  1916,  Duncan  Dana, 
H.  C.  1914. 

(2)  Charles , b.  Aug.  30,  18 70 5 m.  June  4,  1902, 

Martha  Spelman  Eustisj  H.  C.  18925 
LL.B.  18955  lives  in  Cambridge  5 Treasur- 
er Newmarket  Mfg.  Co.  Had:  (a)  Charles 
Folsom,  b.  May  14,  19045  Harvard,  A.B. 
19265  studying  medicine 5 (b)  Eustis , b. 
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Sept.  1 6,  19085  (c)  Anna,  b.  June  14,  19105 
(d)  Rkhard , b.  May  18,  1912. 

(3)  Elizabeth  Wymany  b.  May  6,  18725  d.  Apr. 
27,  1876. 

vi.  Henry  Pickering,  b.  Dec.  23,  18385  m.  May 
31,  1865,  at  Cambridge,  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
Richards,  who  d.  Jan.  26,  1879.  H.  C. 
18585  Yale,  LL.D.,  1907,  Harvard,  19275 
practiced  medicine  in  Cambridge,  1867- 
18815  chairman  of  Mass.  State  Board  of 
Health  and  Metropolitan  Water  Board  for 
many  years  5 Acting  President  of  Harvard 
College,  1 900- 1 90 1,  and  member  of  Corpo- 
ration of  Harvard,  1890-19275  has  been 
President  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  5 American  Public  Health  Ass’n; 
Mass.  General  Hospital  5 Mass.  Medical 
Ass’n;  Mass.  Horticultural  Society,  etc. 
Had: 

(1)  Henry  y b.  Oct.  29,  18685  d.  Dec.  27,  1868. 

(2)  George , b.  Jan.  26,  1871 5 H.  C.  18935  m- 

Dec.  4,  1894,  Lilia  Evelyn  Nickerson  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.5  Vice-Pres.  of  the  Hunter 
Company  of  New  York  City.  Had:  (a) 
Henry  Richards , b.  May  6,  18965  m.  Joan 
Albaugh;  naval  service  in  war,  1917-185 
lives  in  Pelham,  N.  Y.5  (b)  Roger  Conanty 
b.  Oct.  6,  19005  Harvard,  A.B.  19235  lives 
in  New  York  5 (c)  Charlotte  Elizabeth y b. 
July  3,  1904. 

(3)  Robert,  b.  Oct.  17 , 1874;  H.  C.,  A.B.,  1895; 

LL.B.  18995  m-  Oct.  12,  1907,  Mary  Tuck- 
erman  Richardson  of  Boston  5 lawyer  and 
judge 5 lives  in  Cambridge.  Had:  (a)  Maryy 
b.  Oct.  2,  19085  (b)  Robert  Richards y b. 
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Jan.  21,  1 9 10;  (c)  John  Cotton , b.  Feb.  24, 
1912;  (d)  Maurice  Richardson , b.  Nov.  4, 
1915. 

vii.  Alfred  Foster,  b.  Oct.  4,  1840;  d.  Feb.  2 6, 

1906,  in  N.  Y. ; m.  May  22,  1865,  Ruth  R. 
Morgan,  who  d.  Dec.  27,  1883;  m.  2d, 
1892,  Kate  Bowen  of  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Eng.,  who  d.  1907.  Captain,  21st  Mass. 
Infy.  in  the  Civil  War;  in  business  in  Chi- 
cago and  New  York.  Had: 

(1)  Morgan , b.  Oct.  13,  1866;  Yale,  B.S.,  C.E., 

Ship  Capt.,  M.D.,  Ensign,  Spanish  War;  m. 
Mar.  17,  1909,  Blanche  Hillyer  Quinby; 
no  chn. ; lives  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

(2)  Faith , b.  Apr.  7,  1869;  m.  May  6,  1890,  Ed- 

ward Morgan  of  Great  Neck,  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.  Had:  (a)  Ruth,  b.  1892;  d.  1899; 
(b)  Frederic  Hamilton,  b.  Aug.  27,  1893; 
m.  Edna  Stewart;  lives  in  Richmond,  Va. 

(3)  Fanny  Morgan , b.  Dec.  7,  1870;  unm.;  lives 

in  Hampton,  Va. 

(4)  Oliver , b.  July  13,  1893;  d.  July,  1913. 

viii.  Elizabeth  Derby,  b.  Nov.  io,  1842;  m.  Oct. 

17,  1867,  Prof.  Alpheus  Spring  Packard, 
LL.D.,  the  eminent  naturalist,  professor  of 
zoology  in  Brown  University  until  his  death. 
Had: 

(1)  Martha,  b.  Dec.  19,  1868;  unm. 

(2)  Alpheus  Appleton,  b.  Sept.  1,  1871;  m.  1903, 

Esther  Montgomery  of  Philadelphia;  ma- 
rine architect;  professor  at  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity. Had:  (a)  Alpheus  A.,  Jr.,  b.  Sept. 
14,  1904;  (b)  Richard  Montgomery,  b. 
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Aug.  13,  19065  (c)  Elizabeth  Binney , b. 
Mar.  2 6,  1910. 

(3)  Elizabeth  Derby , b.  Apr.  30,  18775  m-  Apr.  5, 
1904,  Percy  W.  McClellan.  Had:  (a)  Eliz- 
abeth Walcott,  b.  Mar.  7,  19055  Smith  Col- 
lege, A.B.,  19255  (b)  John  A.,  b.  Jan.  11, 
i9°75  (c)  Hugh  D.,  b.  Nov.  9,  19085  (d) 
James  Trumbull , b.  June  27,  19 10  5 (e) 
Francis  A.,  b.  Dec.  3,  1 9 1 1 5 (f)  George 
Oliver,  b.  Dec.  29,  1915. 

15.  Francis  Willoughby  Pickman,  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Anstiss  (Derby)  Pickman,  born  May 
15,  1804,  in  Salem,  married  Dec.  9,  1826,  at  An- 
napolis, N.  S.,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Walk- 
er of  Annapolis.  As  a young  man  he  had  gone  to 
Annapolis  to  engage  in  business  and  he  lived  there 
until  1 860  when  he  returned  to  Salem  where  he  re- 
sided for  several  years.  In  1862  he  was  elected  al- 
derman of  the  city  and  was  reelected  in  1863  and 
1866.  He  removed  to  St.  John,  N.  B.,  in  1868  and 
lived  there  until  his  death,  March  21,  1886.  Mrs. 
Pickman  died  in  St.  John,  May  24,  1870. 

Children,  born  in  Annapolis,  N.  S.: 

i.  Benjamin,  b.  Oct.  17,  18275  m.  1st,  Emily, 

dau.  Peter  Parker  of  Boston  5 m.  2d,  in  Bos- 
ton, Caroline  Head  5 m.  3d,  Sarah  Graundy 
of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  He  d.  June  4,  1893,  at 
Montclair,  N.  J.5  no  issue. 

ii.  Thomas  Walker,  b.  July  3,  18295  d.  Nov. 

4,  1868,  in  Chicago 5 m.5  had  (i) Elizabeth, 
b.  18585  (ii)  Guy  Herbert,  b.  1862. 

iii.  William  Rawlins,  b.  Dec.  31,  1831.  He  was 

rector  of  St.  Peter’s  church,  Salem,  i860- 
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1865,  and  founder  of  St.  Peter’s  church, 
Beverly.  He  later  had  a parish  at  Marquet- 
te, Michigan.  He  d.  May  20,  1887,  in  Dig- 
by,  N.  S. 

iv.  Anstiss  Derby,  b.  Jan  24,  1836;  d.  June  5, 

1836,  Annapolis. 

v.  John  Rogers,  b.  Nov.  14,  1838.  He  d.  at  sea, 

June  30,  1862. 

vi.  Mary  (twin),  b.  Dec.  25,  18395  m-  George 

Lynch  of  Digby,  N.  S.  Lived  in  Digby 
where  she  d.  July  28,  1915.  He  d.  Oct.  5, 
1910.  No  issue. 

vii.  Elizabeth  (twin),b.  Dec.  25,  18395  d.  Dec. 

26,  1839,  Annapolis. 

viii.  Fannie  Willoughby,  b.  June  7,  18425  m. 

Herbert  Crosskill  of  Halifax,  N.  S.  Deputy 
Provincial  Secretary  of  Nova  Scotia.  Lived 
in  Digby,  N.  S.  He  d.  Jan.  29,  1902,  and 
she  d.  July  28,  1920.  No  issue. 

ix.  Hersey  Derby,  b.  Sept.  28,1 843  5 m.  Virginia 

L.  Palmer  of  Pontiac,  Mich.  She  d.  June  5, 
1899.  Harvard  Medical  School,  18685  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Montana  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  aide  to  the 
Governor,  and  for  many  years  was  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  State 5 d.  Jan.  22,  1896,  at 
Digby,  N.  S.  No  issue. 

x.  Anstiss,  b.  March  2,  1848,  in  Granville,  N. 

S.5  m.  James  Hay  Robertson,  son  of  Duncan 
and  Mary  W.  Robertson.  Lived  in  New 
York  City.  He  was  b.  Nov.  5,  1845,  and 
d.  Feb.  16,  19045  she  d.  March  9,  1925,  in 
Digby,  N.  S.  No  issue. 
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1 6.  William  Dudley  Pickman,  son  of  Dud- 
ley Leavitt  and  Catherine  (Sanders)  Pickman,  born 
Jan.  6,  1819,  in  Salem;  married  June  12,  1849,  at 
1 1 Pleasant  St.,  Salem,  Caroline,  daughter  of  Zach- 
ariah  Fowle  and  Mary  (Boardman)  Silsbee,  born 
Aug.  24,  1819,  Salem,  and  died  Feb.  22,  1898,  in 
Boston.  He  entered  upon  an  active  mercantile  ca- 
reer very  early  in  life,  sailing  one  voyage  as  super- 
cargo to  Calcutta  and  then  entering  his  father’s 
counting  room.  In  1 8 3 9 he  entered  into  a partner- 
ship with  Benjamin  Stone  and  the  Messrs.  Silsbee 
under  the  firm  name  of  Stone,  Silsbee  and  Pickman 
and  for  over  half  a century  continued  in  mercantile 
trade  principally  with  India  and  Manila.  Among 
the  famous  ships  owned  by  this  firm  were  the  Auro - 
ra , Sumatra , Sooloo , and  Mindoro.  Mr.  Pickman  re- 
moved from  Salem  to  Boston  in  1865  and  much  of 
the  business  of  the  firm  was  afterwards  carried  on  in 
Boston,  but  the  counting  room  in  Salem  was  retained 
until  1892.  Mr.  Pickman  died  in  Boston,  Feb.  28, 
1 890,  very  suddenly,  while  at  the  house  of  a friend. 

Children,  born  in  Salem: 

i.  Dudley  Leavitt,  b.  Dec.  31,  1850;  H.  C. 
1873;  m.  May  22,  1884,  Ellen  Rodman 
Motley,  dau.  of  Edward  and  Ellen  (Rod- 
man)  Motley  of  Boston.  She  was  b.  Jan.  9, 
1854  at  New  Bedford.  Trustee  and  director 
of  numerous  institutions  and  corporations. 
Had:  (1)  Dudley  Leavitt , b.  Apr.  25,  1885, 
at  Geneva,  Switzerland;  H.  C.,  1907;  law- 
yer. (2)  Edward  Motley , b.  Oct.  13,  1886; 
H.  C.  1908;  lawyer;  m.  Jan.  30,  1915,  at 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  Hester  Marion  Chanler, 
dau.  Winthrop  Aston  and  Margaret  (Terry) 
Chanler,  b.  Apr.  25,  1893  at  Tuxedo  Park, 
N.  Y.  Had:  (a)  Anthony  Patrick,  b.  Mar. 
17,  1916,  Boston  5 (b)  Margaret  Ellen , b. 
Apr.  29,  1917,  Bedford ; (c)  Jane , b.  Dec. 
20,  1919;  Boston;  (d)  David , b.  May  20, 
1921,  Billerica;  (e)  Martha , b.  June  5, 
1924,  Billerica. 

ii.  Fanny,  b.  May  29,  1857;  d.  Oct.  5,  1880, 
Beverly;  m.  Oct.  31,  1877,  William  Fisher 
Wharton,  s.  William  Craig  and  Nancy  Wil- 
ling (Spring)  Wharton,  b.  June  28,  1847; 
d.  May  20,  1919,  Boston.  Had:  (1)  Wil- 
liam Pickman , b.  Aug.  12,  1880,  Beverly; 
m.  1st,  Feb.  16,  1915,  Groton,  Ruth  Ger- 
rish,  dau.  Charles  Hastings  and  Emma 
(Bancroft)  Gerrish.  She  d.  May  7,  1920; 
no  issue;  m.  2nd,  Aug.  29,  1922,  at  East 
Orange,  N.  J.,  Elizabeth  N.  Wiggin,  dau. 
Joseph  Hill  and  Sarah  Loretta  (McCoy) 
Wiggin.  No  issue. 
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COLONEL  BENJAMIN  PICKMAN 
1740-1819 

Benjamin  Pickman,  the  third  of  the  name  in 
succession  in  Salem,  was  born  Nov.  7,  1740, 
in  a house  that  formerly  stood  on  the  north- 
erly side  of  what  is  now  Essex  Street,  about  halfway 
between  Washington  and  Sewall  Streets.  The  house 
had  been  built  by  his  grandfather  in  1714,  and  was 
destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire,  Oct.  6,  1774, 
when  the  aThird  Church”  meeting  house  and 
twelve  other  buildings  were  burned.  When  he  was 
ten  years  old  the  family  removed  from  this  house  to 
the  new  mansion  house  just  completed  on  Essex 
Street  opposite  St.  Peter  Street,  and  here  he  lived, 
with  the  exception  of  the  ten  years  (1775-1785) 
spent  in  England,  until  the  marriage  of  his  son  Ben- 
jamin in  1789,  when  he  removed  to  the  house  for- 
merly owned  by  his  wife’s  father,  Doctor  Toppan,  in 
upper  Essex  Street,  and  there  he  died  May  12,  1819. 
He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1759, 
A.M.,  receiving  an  A.B.  degree  from  Yale  College 
the  same  year.  He  stood  third  in  his  class  at  Har- 
vard, and  among  his  classmates  were  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  Paine  Wingate, 
John  Pickering  and  Joseph  Warren. 

At  that  time  his  father  was  one  of  the  largest 
shipowners  in  Salem,  ranking  with  Timothy  Orne 
and  the  Cabots,  and  after  leaving  college  he  en- 
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tered  his  father’s  counting  room  and  engaged  in  the 
activities  of  a mercantile  career.  The  business  was 
of  a varied  nature.  In  1765,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
Sen.,  owned  eight  fishing  schooners  averaging  about 
fifty  tons  burthen.  The  fish  caught  on  the  banks  off 
Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  were  salted  and 
dried  and  the  poorer  quality  was  then  shipped  to 
the  Barbadoes  and  other  West  India  islands  where 
it  was  used  on  the  sugar  plantations  as  food  for  the 
slaves.  The  better  grades  of  fish  were  shipped  to 
Spain  and  Portugal,  finding  a ready  market  in  those 
Roman  Catholic  countries  where  diet  was  regulated 
by  religion. 

Colonel  Pickman  at  that  time  was  owner  or  part 
owner  of  six  brigantines,  a snow,  and  two  schooners, 
all  of  larger  tonnage  than  the  fishing  schooners,  and 
these  vessels  were  employed  in  voyages  to  the  West 
Indies  and  the  Spanish  peninsular.  In  addition  to 
salted  cod,  these  vessels  loaded  with  lumber,  barrel 
hoops  and  staves,  salted  meats,  grain  and  live  stock. 
On  reaching  the  West  Indies  a return  cargo  of  sugar, 
molasses,  cotton  and  indigo  was  brought  back  to 
New  England.  If  the  voyage  was  continued  to 
Spain,  the  return  cargo  was  salt,  wines,  oil  and  dried 
fruits. 

Benjamin  Pickman  and  his  two  younger  brothers, 
Clark  Gayton  and  William,  as  they  reached  man- 
hood, engaged  in  this  mercantile  life  but  as  time 
went  on  it  was  the  two  younger  men  who  seem  to 
have  taken  the  more  active  part,  although  Clark 
Gayton’s  health  was  never  good.  He  did  not  go  to 
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college,  and  died  when  only  thirty-five  years  old. 
It  was  William,  and  his  descendants,  who  continued 
the  mercantile  activities  of  the  Pickman  family  un- 
til very  recent  times.  Benjamin,  the  oldest  son,  with 
a wealthy  father  and  possessed  of  a taste  for  litera- 
ture and  a keen  appreciation  of  the  social  virtues, 
loved  to  meet  his  friends  and  to  entertain  them  at  his 
finely  appointed  home.  In  those  days  men  enjoyed 
an  evening  spent  with  their  fellows  and  conversation 
and  good-natured  argument  was  general.  There  was 
a certain  stateliness  of  dress  and  manners,  but  a whole- 
souled  hospitality  existed  everywhere.  Dinners  were 
bounteous,  tea  drinking  was  an  established  social 
custom  and  Madeira  and  punch  graced  every  occa- 
sion. 

There  were  social  clubs  that  met  weekly  at  mem- 
bers5 houses.  The  club  to  which  Colonel  Pickman 
belonged,  and  later  his  son  Benjamin,  met  on  Mon- 
day evenings,  enjoyed  a good  dinner  and  discussed 
religion,  politics,  science  and  literature.  The  mem- 
bership was  composed  of  the  professional  men  of  the 
town,  and  those  prominent  in  commercial  and  social 
life.  Many  of  these  men  were  affiliated  directly  or 
indirectly  with  the  government  of  the  Province  and 
the  enforcement  of  its  laws.  They  stood  for  the 
social  order  as  it  then  existed.  They  were  Tories  — 
just  as  we  of  another  generation  might  have  been 
under  similar  circumstances.  As  the  Revolution  ap- 
proached and  political  feeling  became  more  bitter, 
men  took  sides  and  the  meetings  of  the  club  were 
more  thinly  attended.  In  the  winter  of  1774-5, 
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William  Pyncheon,  the  lawyer,  in  a letter  to  Colonel 
Browne,  describes  a meeting  of  the  club: 

You  may  easily  imagine  what  a figure  our  solitary 
clubb  now  makes.  We  are  at  considerable  pains  to  keep 
the  small  remains  of  it  together,  weekly  notifying  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting.  When  met  (the  waggs  say) 
we  sit  looking  at  one  another  speechless,  as  the  cats  in 
cloudy  weather  5 and  if  a word  of  news,  the  times,  mobs, 
recantations,  troops  of  Congresses,  etc.  etc.,  pops  out 
thro’  inadvertence  or  impatience,  two  or  three  forefin- 
gers are  instantly  pointed  at  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
room,  so  that  a stranger,  from  the  silence,  forefingers,  and 
long  faces,  would  suppose  a funeral  at  each  door.  But  the 
Clubb,  regardless  of  waggs,  etc.  goes  on.  However,  it 
would  really  give  us  much  pleasure  and  no  disagreeable 
surprise  if  without  previous  notice  you  would  bolt  in  upon 
us  one  of  these  gloomy  evenings. 

Colonel  William  Browne,  a wealthy  resident  of 
Salem,  a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  an  ad- 
herent of  the  Government,  had  found  it  expedient 
to  take  refuge  in  Boston  in  the  fall  of  1774. 

Social  and  business  intercourse  in  Salem  was  be- 
coming more  and  more  uncomfortable  and  the  fu- 
ture grew  more  uncertain  and  as  the  winter  drew  on, 
Colonel  Pickman  decided  to  sail  for  England  and 
from  that  refuge  to  watch  developments  in  America, 
anot  thinking  the  conduct  of  the  British  King  and 
Parliament  sufficient  to  justify  a revolt,”  as  he  after- 
wards wrote. 

The  Boston  News-Letter  for  March  17,  1775, 
prints  the  following:  “Benjamin  Pickman,  Esq.  and 
Capt.  Thomas  Poynton,  went  as  passengers  in  the 
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brig  Betsey , Capt.  Rogers,  which  sailed  Mar.  11, 
177 5,  bound  for  Bristol,  Eng.” 

On  arriving  at  Bristol,  he  spent  a few  days  with 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  went  up  to  London 
on  the  24th  of  April,  where  he  engaged  lodgings 
and  soon  after  went  to  live  in  Clapham.  Before  long 
he  had  met  a number  of  his  acquaintances  from 
New  England.  On  July  5th  he  encountered  Samuel 
Curwen  of  Salem,  who  had  reached  London  the  eve- 
ning before  from  New  York,  by  way  of  Dover. 
About  the  middle  of  July,  a letter  reached  him  from 
his  sister,  in  which  she  described  the  hardships  suf- 
fered by  their  friends  in  beleagured  Boston  and  in 
reply  he  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  be  able 
to  “find  some  Vessel  going  to  Boston  in  which  I can 
take  a Passage,”  and  a few  days  later  (July  21st) 
he  wrote  to  his  wife  that  Captain  Grant  would  sail 
in  about  a week — “I  hope  not  to  be  above  a Week 
after  him.” 

I some  Times  blame  myself  for  having  left  you  and 
my  Family,  but  upon  The  whole  on  the  coolest  Reflection, 
I do  not  see  that  I could  be  of  any  Service  to  you  if  I had 
tarried  with  you.  . . . Indeed  when  I left  you  I chose 
out  of  a Variety  of  Wretchedness ; ’twas  Death  to  leave 
you,  ’twas  worse  to  stay  and  enter  into  measures  which  my 
Conscience  totally  disapproved  of,  and  the  remaining 
Neuter  you  know  could  not  be  done.  ...  I knew  also 
that  you  were  as  capable  of  conducting  in  this  Trouble- 
some Time  as  any  Person  on  Earth,  Therefore  my  being 
in  N.  England  was  not  necessary. 

Meanwhile,  what  was  happening  at  home  in  Sa- 
lem? Of  all  the  letters  that  were  sent  to  Colonel 
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Pickman,  while  he  was  living  in  England,  only  two 
are  known  to  have  been  preserved  — one  of  them,  a 
letter  written  by  his  mother  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Lexington. 

My  Dear  Son  [Salem,  April,  1775.] 

I wish  I could  give  you  such  good  news  of  our  situation 
as  would  make  your  return  agreeable  and  safe  but  al- 
though I know  it  must  give  you  great  pain  I Cannot  for- 
bear writing  you  the  Deplorable  Condition  we  are  in  — 
the  19  of  April  Gage  sent  a number  of  the  Kings  troops 
to  Lexinton  to  take  some  of  the  Congress  that  wear  Sit- 
ting there  — and  a magazine  of  warlike  Stores,  they 
found  about  Sixty  men  under  Arms  to  guard  the  maga- 
zine. they  immediately  fired  on  each  other  ; and  the  regu- 
lars killed  three  of  our  men  and  wounded  twenty  seven, 
this  Skirmish  soon  brought  on  a battle  — dispatches  were 
sent  on  both  sides  — and  a reinforcement  soon  arrived 
from  Boston,  but  our  people  were  sent  from  all  quarters 
and  so  over  powered  the  Kings  troops  that  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat  with  the  loss  of  a great  many  — and  I 
believe  we  lost  as  many  of  our  men  — this  unhappy  Bat- 
tle Opens  to  us  the  horrors  of  a Civil  War  at  which 
will  not  end  here  — for  notwithstanding  the  great  Con- 
sternation we  are  in  and  know  not  whither  to  make  our 
escape  from  Sword  or  fire  every  moment  expecting  the 
Kings  Ships  to  destroy  the  Sea  ports  and  although  we  are 
in  the  greatest  Confusion,  a stop  put  to  all  sorts  of  business 
and  the  Land  quite  neglected  — almost  every  family  re- 
moving with  their  effects  to  take  Shelter  under  the  roofs 
of  any  in  the  Country  that  will  take  them  in  — yet  the 
minds  of  this  people  are  so  enraged  against  the  King  and 
ministry,  that  it  is  as  much  as  any  ones  life  is  worth  to 
speak  one  word  against  their  proceedings  — I went  to  my 
Farm  the  day  after  the  battle  with  your  and  Clarks  fami- 
lies but  we  were  soon  alarmed  there,  the  Sabbath  after 
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ward  the  Lively  was  prepared  to  fire  upon  marblehead, 
and  a Ship  before  Salem  which  we  supposed  would  do  the 
same  there  — this  was  a most  melancholy  day.  the  Carts 
with  heavy  tackling  coming  out  of  the  Country  for  twelve 
miles  round  — and  carrying  off  the  goods  and  women  and 
Children  from  Salem  Marblehead  and  all  the  Sea  ports 
— we  thought  our  Selves  very  unsafe  at  the  farm  and 
therefore  agreed  with  Doctor  Prince  to  go  with  him  to 
Hallefax  but  his  going  off  raised  such  a Clamour,  and  he 
found  it  so  difficult  to  get  hands  that  we  sent  for  our 
goods  on  Shoar  again  and  I beleive  it  is  a kind  favour  in 
providence  that  prevented  our  going  for  we  Could  not 
have  carried  enough  with  us  to  have  supported  us  more 
than  six  months  — and  must  have  lost  all  that  we  left  as 
it  is  the  resolve  of  the  Congress  that  all  persons  who  go  off 
after  the  Lext  battle  forfeit  their  estates  — your  wife  and 
I have  hired  a house  at  Byfield  and  sent  part  of  our  furni- 
ture and  provisions  but  I hope  we  shall  not  be  obliged  to 
leave  the  town  — we  have  a few  friends  left  to  share 
with  us  in  the  often  alarm  which  threaten  us  and  we  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  make  our  escape  in  case  of  an  attack  — 
Boston  is  Closely  besieged  by  a large  Army  which  they  are 
daily  augmenting  and  are  determined  to  prevent  every 
sort  of  provision  going  in  either  by  land  or  water.  Doct. 
Goodman  sent  to  me  by  way  of  marblehead  for  a Cow  for 
Rouths  Children  and  for  any  kind  of  provision  that  I 
could  furnish  them  with.  I endeavoyred  to  send  a Cow 
and  some  live  Stock  from  my  farm  but  my  attempts  were 
fruitless,  they  were  all  taken  from  the  man  before  he 
could  get  them  into  his  Boat,  some  few  things  I have  since 
sent  to  them  but  been  at  the  risque  of  my  Self  and  Chil- 
dren here  so  that  whatever  they  suffer  it  is  not  in  my  pow- 
er to  relieve  them  in  this  great  Calamity.  I know  you 
must  suffer  great  anxiety  for  your  family  and  friends  here 
but  I hope  you  share  with  us  also  in  the  kind  Support  of 
providence  which  we  Daily  experience  amidst  our  danger. 
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for  although  we  are  surrounded  with  terror  and  perplexi- 
ty we  are  not  forsaken  nor  in  despair  — for  the  Lord  pre- 
serveth  us  — but  this  dreadful  and  wicked  War,  whose 
period  must  be  long — unless  some  unforeseen  interposition 
in  providence  which  we  have  no  occasion  to  expect  — for 
although  this  whole  Continent  are  surrounded  with  deso- 
lation and  woe  — they  are  nevertheless  absolutely  deter- 
mined never  to  submit  to  the  King  and  parliament,  for 
they  say  it  will  forever  enslave  them  and  their  posterity 
— what  has  infatuated  and  enraged  this  Province,  I know 
not,  a people  that  once  would  have  sacrificed  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  have  preserved  the  King’s  Person  and 
family  and  supported  his  Crown  and  Dignity  — My  Dear 
Son  I trust  in  God  that  he  will  return  you  in  Safety  to 
your  Family  and  Friends  — & do  not  forget  my  best  re- 
spects and  to  all  friends — 

I am  your  most  affectionate  Mother 

Love  Pickman. 

The  stampede  from  Salem,  by  those  who  could 
leave,  seems  to  have  been  quite  general.  Doctor 
Holyoke,  a near  neighbor  of  the  Pickmans,  sent  his 
family  to  Nantucket  for  security  as  it  was  thought 
that  the  island  would  be  treated  as  a sort  of  neutral 
ground.  They  returned  home,  late  in  July,  with 
other  Salem  migrants.  But  much  the  larger  num- 
ber of  timorous  people  removed  to  inland  towns  in 
Essex  County.  The  Registry  of  Probate  was  re- 
moved to  Topsfield  and  many  families  found  lodg- 
ings in  Andover. 

Colonel  Pickman,  while  abroad,  spent  most  of  his 
time  in  London,  making  short  journeys  about  Eng- 
land as  fancy  and  opportunity  offered.  He  was  a 
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member  of  the  New  England  Club,  composed  of 
American  refugees,  and  dined  with  the  other  mem- 
bers regularly.  In  1780-1782  he  spent  some  months 
in  Yorkshire,  Coventry,  Nottingham  and  Birming- 
ham, having  specially  in  mind  the  inspection  of 
manufacturing  centers.  He  lingered  longest  in  Birm- 
ingham. As  soon  as  news  of  the  peace  reached  him, 
he  began  to  plan  for  his  return  to  Salem.  He  knew 
of  the  Proscription  Act  of  1778  and  he  waited  with 
some  impatience  for  news  of  its  repeal.  In  July, 
1783,  his  hopes  were  somewhat  dashed  by  the  in- 
formation that  Massachusetts  intended  that  absentees 
should  be  forever  proscribed.  As  a result  he  wrote 
to  his  wife  asking  her  to  ascertain  if  they  might  live 
in  peace  in  New  Hampshire,  otherwise  to  prepare 
to  join  him  in  England.  In  July,  1784,  he  was  pro- 
posing to  sail  for  home  by  way  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
but  the  arrival  of  his  son  Benjamin  resulted  in  a 
postponement  of  his  departure  and  the  following 
winter  was  spent  in  London  while  young  Benjamin 
went  to  France. 

The  news  of  Colonel  Pickman’s  expected  return 
reached  Salem  on  Sept.  10,  1784,  by  Captain  John- 
son, just  arrived  in  Boston,  who  brought  word  that 
“Curwen,  Cabot,  Bartlett  & Pickman  had  sailed  for 
America  about  the  time  of  Johnson’s  sailing.  Mrs. 
Curwen  puts  on  her  silks,  etc.  expecting  the  Squire 
in  the  stage,  but,  lo,  the  stage  arrives  without  him,” 
wrote  lawyer  Pyncheon  in  his  diary.  A week  later 
news  reached  Salem  that  the  Pickman  baggage  was 
on  board  Captain  Patterson’s  vessel  just  arrived,  but 
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that  the  Colonel  remained  in  England  and  planned 
going  to  France.  Sept.  25th,  lawyer  Pyncheon  made 
the  following  entry  in  his  diary:  aAt  4PM  Capt. 
Ingersoll  gets  into  Boston  with  Mr  Curwen  on 
board;  Mrs  Curwen  hath  an  hysterick  fit  on  hear- 
ing the  news.  Colo.  Pickman’s  family  gloomy  at 
his  not  returning.” 

In  March,  1785,  Colonel  Pickman  wrote  that  he 
intended  to  take  passage  in  the  “first  good  ship  that 
sails  after  31st  March.”  He  reached  Salem  May 
18,  1785,  “after  10  years  absence,”  wrote  Mrs. 
Holyoke  in  her  diary,  and  the  care  of  his  property 
and  the  daily  round  of  social  intercourse  soon  occu- 
pied his  attention  and  the  years  spent  in  England 
slowly  faded  into  a pleasant  recollection.  In  August 
the  Monday  Evening  Club  met  at  the  ColonePs  man- 
sion as  in  former  years. 

Colonel  Pickman  had  served  his  native  town  as 
selectman  before  the  Revolution.  After  his  return 
from  England,  little  or  no  bitterness  or  opposition 
was  shown  to  him  by  the  townspeople  and  his  urban- 
ity of  manners,  known  ability  and  recognized  social 
position  in  the  community  in  time  led  to  his  consid- 
eration for  public  office.  In  1788  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  town,  an  office  he  filled  with  ac- 
ceptance for  nineteen  years.  In  1793  he  was  an 
overseer  of  the  poor  and  he  also  served  the  town  in 
other  capacities.  He  was  not  concerned  with  com- 
merce and  aside  from  the  duties  of  the  treasureship 
and  the  care  of  his  inheritance,  there  was  little  to 
disturb  his  enjoyment  of  social  relations  with  rela- 
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tives  and  friends.  His  hospitality  was  well  known 
and  his  friendship  and  conversation  was  valued  and 
enjoyed  by  the  best  of  the  professional  and  social  life 
of  the  busy  seaport.  Nearly  every  year  he  rode  to 
New  Salem,  in  the  central  part  of  the  state,  to  in- 
spect his  property,  and  frequent  visits  were  made 
to  relatives  and  family  connections  living  in  An- 
dover, Boston  or  Hampton,  N.  H. 

The  farm  in  South  Salem,  just  off  what  is  now 
Loring  Avenue,  was  visited  frequently.  This  farm  had 
been  bought,  piece  by  piece,  by  his  father,  begin- 
ning in  1754.  He  had  added  to  it  from  proprietor’s 
land  in  the  town  pasture  and  finally  it  amounted  to 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land.  Doctor 
Bentley,  the  Salem  diarist,  visited  this  farm  in  1816 
and  recorded  in  his  diary  the  following  comment  on 
its  condition:  “A  farm  of  this  extent  in  a Sea  port 
is  no  ordinary  occurrence.  But  the  excellence  is  the 
great  order  upon  it.  Nothing  is  splendid  & nothing  is 
neglected.  The  buildings  are  all  neat,  but  in  the 
highest  degree  convenient.  All  the  conveyances 
plain  but  in  an  extensive  variety.  The  number  of 
hogs  an  extraordinary  sight,  as  also  the  poultry  & 
other  stock  of  Cows,  etc.  But  above  all,  the  Horti- 
culture. A large  growth  of  fruit  trees,  but  the  pres- 
ent farmer  has  not  yet  completed  his  thirteenth 
year,  and  a superabundance  of  currants,  &c.  promise 
much  to  future  years.  But  the  cultivation  is  the  most 
happy  I ever  saw.  Whole  acres  of  onions  laid  out  in 
wide  beds  & in  parallel  lines  with  a considerable  rise 
in  the  beds,  with  trenches  in  every  direction.  The 
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articles  for  the  market,  beets,  parsnips,  carrots,  po- 
tatoes, as  well  as  luxuries  exhibit  a scene  which  bids 
defiance  to  anything  in  the  County  of  Essex.  Fif- 
teen of  his  currant  bushes  would  give  a barrel  of 
the  Currant  wine  which  he  can  sell  freely  at  1Y2 
D.  a gallon.  The  only  additional  expense  is  the  sug- 
ar used  to  correct  the  acidity.”  A house  was  built 
there  early  in  its  ownership  by  the  Pickmans  which 
was  enlarged  and  in  part  replaced  at  a later  date. 
About  1820  it  was  replaced  by  a new  house  which 
was  taken  down  a century  later  when  much  of  the 
farm  was  sold  and  divided  into  houselots.  This  farm 
was  a summer  resort  for  several  generations  of  Pick- 
mans  and  in  the  winter  it  was  a joyous  rendezvous 
for  sleighing  parties.  Here  lived  and  died  Doctor 
Thomas  Pickman,  the  Colonel’s  son,  whose  daugh- 
ter Mary  married  George  Bailey  Loring  (1817- 
1891),  physician,  agriculturist,  orator,  and  member 
of  Congress,  1876-1881,  who  also  died  there.  The 
street  that  divides  the  farm  was  named  for  Doctor 
Loring. 

Colonel  Pickman  married  April  22,  1762,  Mary 
Toppan  of  Salem.  She  was  a daughter  of  Dr.  Beza- 
leel  and  Mary  (Barton)  Toppan.  Doctor  Toppan 
was  a son  of  Rev.  Christopher  Toppan  (H.  C. 
1691),  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Newbury,  and 
also  a skilful  physician  and  surgeon  like  his  father, 
Doctor  Peter  Toppan  of  the  same  town.  Mrs.  Pick- 
man’s  father  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
in  the  class  of  1722,  studied  theology  and  it  is  said 
preached  the  first  sermon  delivered  in  Concord,  N. 
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View  of  the  House  and  part  of  the  Farm  of 
the  Hon’ble  Benjamin  Pickman 

From  a water  color  painted  before  177 3,  in  the  possession 
of  Dudley  Leavitt  Pickman. 
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H.  On  coming  to  Salem  he  practiced  medicine  for 
fifteen  years  and  then  engaged  in  commerce.  He 
married  Mary  Barton,  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas 
Barton,  physician  and  apothecary,  whose  wife  was 
Mary  Willoughby*  granddaughter  of  Francis  Wil- 
loughby of  Salem,  Member  of  Parliament  and  Dep- 
uty-Governor of  Massachusetts. 

Mrs.  Pickman  was  a remarkable  woman,  possessed 
of  much  dignity  and  executive  ability.  At  the  first 
mutterings  of  the  Revolution,  her  husband  sailed 
for  England  leaving  her  with  a large  family  of 
small  children.  For  ten  years,  during  his  absence, 
she  protected  and  cared  for  their  property  and  di- 
rected the  education  of  their  children.  She  was  lit- 
tle disturbed  by  the  events  of  the  war  and  did  not 
leave  Salem.  “She  had  a fine  person,  a dignity  of 
deportment,  a correct  behavior  with  her  servants,  a 
reverence  from  her  children,  and  took  the  first  place 
among  the  ladies  by  their  full  consent,”  wrote  Doc- 
tor Bentley,  a neighbor,  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

A single  letter,  in  her  hand,  has  survived  among 
the  family  papers.  It  was  written  to  her  husband 
while  he  was  in  London. 


Salem  June  18th  1783. 

I am  happy  my  Dear  Mr  Pickman  that  I have  once 
more  heard  the  glad  tidings  of  peace,  but  my  happiness 
will  not  be  Complete  till  you  return,  the  Satisfaction  you 
received  from  my  Letter  could  not  be  greater  than  I felt 
at  seeing  yours  of  the  20th  Feby.  I am  glad  you  are  dis- 
posed to  return  to  America  and  have  no  Doubt  every  ob- 
stacle will  in  a short  time  be  removed  — our  Fortune  is 
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not  so  much  Depreciated  perhaps  as  you  imagine,  we 
have  a very  good  one  left  enough  to  answer  every  pur- 
pose — 

It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  purchase  any  Bills 

lately  but  will  if  possible  send  you  Sufficient  to  pay  of  all 

demands  before  you  Leave  England  — our  Children  and 

friends  are  well,  the  two  Little  Boys  have  had  the  measles. 

Tommy  was  exceeding  ill  but  is  now  quite  recovered  and 

hearty  as  ever.  Polly  is  out  of  Town  on  a Visit,  if  She 

returns  in  Season  will  write  by  this  opportunity.  I heard 

from  Benja  a few  Days  since,  the  prospect  of  seeing  you 

soon  has  given  them  fine  Spirits,  your  Mother  is  in  good 

Health  and  will  write  I believe  by  this  Conveyance  — I 

beg  to  be  affectionately  Remembered  to  all  our  Friends  — - 

and  with  the  most  Ardent  wishes  for  your  health  and  safe 

return  T u ir 

1 subscribe  myselr 

Your  affec  Wife 

M.  Pickman 

Of  all  the  correspondence  sent  across  the  wide  At- 
lantic during  these  ten  long  years  of  waiting,  the 
Colonel  seems  to  have  preserved  only  the  letter  from 
his  mother  describing  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  and 
this  formal  expression  of  affection  and  recital  of 
family  news  sent  by  his  wife  after  the  declaration  of 
peace.  In  the  bundle  of  family  papers  there  are 
three  other  chatty  letters  which  were  written  by  him 
while  she  was  taking  the  baths  at  Stafford  Springs  in 
Connecticut,  five  years  before  the  war.  They  help 
to  preserve  a picture  of  the  domestic  relation  at  that 
time  and  aid  in  establishing  the  reputation  of  the 
Colonel  as  a dispenser  of  news  and  small  talk. 
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Dear  Polly  Salem  31  July  1 77° 

I wrote  you  the  24th  instant  since  which  Nothing  ma- 
terial had  happened,  the  F amily  remains  much  as  it  then  was. 

The  old  Story  of  Doctor  Wells  is  revived.  Mrs  Clark 
Bird  talks  much  about  it,  the  old  Lady  seems  pleased. 

Nurse  Gale  has  joined  the  great  majority  & Ben  Cook. 
The  Bostonians  have  determined  to  send  the  English 
goods  back.  I hear  no  Talk  about  it  here,  the  Goods  still 
remain  in  Store.  Clark  made  his  Appearance  last  Sunday. 
Mr  Routh  & Naby  attended.  Mr  Routh  had  a Brother  ar- 
rived in  Town  last  Week. 

There  has  not  been  any  Rain  here  for  a considerable 

Time,  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  are  in  a perishing  Condition. 

I hope  before  this  reaches  you  to  have  a Letter  from 

you.  I have  not  received  any  yet.  Having  Nothing  more 

to  add  I remain  v T • T t 1 j 
Yr  Loving  Husband 

Benja  Pickman  Junr 

Ben  & Polly  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you.  Give  my 
Compliments  to  Hanny. 

To  Mrs  Mary  Pickman  In  Stafford 

Dear  Polly  Salem  1 4 Au§ust  1 110 

Your  Letter  dated  the  4th  August  I reed  last  Night, 
and  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  spend  your  Time  so 
agreably  at  Stafford,  — I have  not  Time  to  consult  Doctor 
Perkins  this  Post  upon  your  Bathing,  but  have  asked  Doc- 
tor Holyoke,  he  tells  me  that  in  Case  you  are  perfectly 
free  from  all  Evacuations,  he  does  not  see  any  Difficulty 
in  it,  but  he  chuses  you  should  only  just  bathe  & out  again, 
the  Weather  must  be  dry  — The  Family  remains  as  it  did 
when  wrote  you  last  — I have  dined  at  Home  only  once 
or  I will  (Except  Sunday)  since  I have  been  at  home, — 
Before  this  Letter  reaches  you  at  Stafford,  you  will  have 
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been  there  above  a month,  if  you  receive  no  Benefit  from 
the  Waters  before  that  Time,  I should  think  it  advisable 
for  you  to  return,  however,  I do  not  mean  in  the  least  to 
hurry  you,  tarry  as  long  as  you  incline,  but  if  there  is  no 
Prospect  of  Benefit  from  Staying  your  Friends  would 
earnestly  desire  your  Company  here.  In  your  next  Letter 
write  me  when  you  think  of  returning  & what  Way  would 
be  the  most  agreable.  — Coll  Bourne  died  last  Week  of  a 
mortification  in  his  Face,  — it  is  as  yet  a Time  of  general 
Health,  the  Crops  are  like  to  be  short  for  Want  of  Rain  — 
Having  nothing  further  to  add  — 

I remain  — 

Yr  lovg  Husband 

Benja  Pickman  Jr. 


Dear  Polly  Salem  Tuesday  21  AuSL  I77° 

I reed  your  Letter  by  Mr  Bethune,  and  am  glad  you 
keep  up  your  Spirits.  I do  not  recollect  any  Passage  in 
my  Letter  that  could  lead  you  to  think  any  of  the  Family 
was  unwell.  I never  intended  to  keep  you  in  Suspence, 
on  the  contrary,  have  wrote  you  the  exact  State  of  the 
Family  and  our  Friends.  Benny  is  well  & has  been  so  ever 
since  you  left  Salem,  which  is  the  Reason  of  my  not  writ- 
ing in  particular  about  him.  Polly  is  not  quite  recovered. 
She  coughs  once  or  Twice  a Night  & keeps  hardly  any  of 
her  Victuals  down.  My  Father  has  had  a very  bad  week, 
the  last  past,  but  is  now  well  enough  to  ride  abroad.  I 
have  had  a bad  cough  & something  of  a sore  Throat,  but 
am  now  better. 

I cannot  altogether  approve  of  your  Journey  to  Nor- 
ridge  because  should  any  Accident  happen  to  you  or  any  of 
the  Family  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  you,  besides,  you 
know  that  the  chief  Benefit  expected,  was  from  the  Wa- 
ters, and  any  Excursion  into  the  Country,  must  take  you 
off  from  the  Use  of  them,  and  so  in  some  Measure  render 
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the  Design  ineffectual.  In  my  last  Letter  to  you  (dated 
this  Day  Week)  I wrote  you  my  Mind,  upon  your  con- 
tinuing any  longer  at  Stafford,  and  I cannot  help  repeating 
it,  that  unless  you  have  already  received  some  Benefit 
from  the  Waters,,  or  have  the  highest  Expectation  of  receiv- 
ing some,  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  your  Friends  to  have 
you  come  Home.  I do  not  intend  to  hurry  you  Home  if  you 
receive  any  Advantage  from  staying  there,  for  Health  is  a 
Blessing  we  are  to  pursue  beyond  almost  every  eartly  good. 

We  had  a great  Quantity  of  Rain  on  Friday  last  at- 
tended with  a violent  Gust  of  Wind  which  blew  down  the 
Half  of  a House,  took  the  Roofs  off  from  several  Barns, 
blew  down  a great  many  Trees,  destroyed  several  Chim- 
nies,  besides  a good  Deal  of  other  Damage.  If  you  will 
sett  of  so  as  to  dine  at  Mr  Lechmeres  on  Friday  the  31st 
of  August  I will  endeavor  to  meet  you  there,  but  if  the 
Weather  should  be  rainy  or  warm  I would  not  have  you 
come,  for  that  might  do  you  more  Harm  than  a little.  Mr 
Reeve  has  spent  two  or  three  Days  in  Town;  on  Sunday 
Eve  I asked  him  & a Lieutenant  in  the  14th  Regiment  to 
dine  with  me  the  next  Day.  I had  nothing  at  all  pre- 
pared for  them:  the  next  Morning,  however,  I bought  a 
small  Piece  of  Hallabut,  & a Quarter  of  Lamb,  upon 
which  we  dined  very  elegantly.  I could  not  help  thinking 
if  you  had  been  at  Home,  that  the  Ducks  would  have 
stood  no  Chance.  I have  dined  at  Home  but  three  or  four 
Times  since  I’ve  been  alone;  my  Fathers,  Clarks,  Fryes, 
Sparhawks,  Rouths,  Goodals,  have  been  the  Places  where 
Pve  chiefly  dined.  Preserved  has  desired  Mrs  Crow  to  ask 
me  to  send  her  Love  to  you  — Mrs  Crow  sends  hers.  Ben 
& Poll  want  to  write  you  a small  Letter.  Remember  me  to 
all  Friends  at  Stafford  if  they  have  not  left. 

Yr  loving  Husband 

Benja  Pickman  Junr. 

'T1 

0 Mrs  Mary  Pickman  In  Stafford 
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Colonel  Pickman  obtained  his  military  title  in 
1770  while  serving  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Essex  Regiment,  commanded  at  various  times  by  his 
grandfather,  his  father,  and  by  his  son  Benjamin. 
He  was  a faithful  attendant  at  the  North  Church, 
and  frequently  was  chosen  to  accompany  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Barnard  as  delegate  to  ordinations  and  conven- 
tions. He  possessed  a devout  mind  and  among  his 
papers  were  found  many  prayers  that  he  had  com- 
posed. A constant  reader  of  the  Bible  he  is  said  to 
have  read  it  word  for  word,  from  cover  to  cover, 
seventy  times.  Doctor  Bentley  tells  us  that  he  pos- 
sessed a vast  store  of  information  concerning  the 
people  and  events  of  his  time.  But  it  may  never 
have  been  committed  to  paper,  for  all  that  now  sur- 
vives from  this  antiquarian  store  is  the  manuscript  of 
his  account  of  houses  and  buildings  in  the  central 
part  of  Salem,  written  in  1793  and  printed  in  1864, 
in  the  Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex  Institute. 
It  is  to  Doctor  Bentley’s  diary  that  we  must  turn  for 
the  best  epitome  of  Colonel  Pickman’s  life  and  char- 
acter. This  is  what  he  wrote  on  the  evening  follow- 
ing the  Colonel’s  death: 

Last  night,  May  12th,  1819,  died  Col.  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  son  of  the  eminent  merchant  of  Salem,  who  in  his 
day  gave  great  reputation  to  our  commerce.  He  graduated 
at  Cambridge  in  1859.  He  was  a gentleman  of  Uncom- 
mon suavity  of  manners,  most  excellent  disposition  and 
always  ready  for  all  the  offices  which  polite  manners  and 
the  most  sure  hospitality  can  direct.  No  person  received 
more  friends  and  engaged  more  friendly  recollections.  Be- 
fore the  Revolution  he  had  been  Colonel  in  the  Militia 
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From  a wax  bas-relief  in  the  possession 
of  the  Essex  Institute. 
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and  was  one  of  the  Justices  of  Essex.  He  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Bezaliel  Toppan,  first  a physician  and  then  a 
merchant  of  Salem,  and  she  died  on  28  April,  1817, 
aged  75- 

My  first  acquaintance  began  in  1781,  during  his  absence 
in  England,  while  his  son  was  at  Cambridge,  who  gradu- 
ated in  1784  and  has  succeeded  him  in  his  military  and 
civil  honours.  While  Governor  Gage  was  in  Salem,  Colo- 
nel Pickman  had  been  taught  to  distrust  all  the  conse- 
quences of  the  Revolution  and  retired  to  London  among 
the  many  correspondents  of  the  family,  with  his  brother- 
in-law  Colonel  Frye  and  several  of  his  neighbors.  It  was, 
however,  observed  that  he  always  discovered  that  he  was 
overruled  by  his  fears  and  not  by  any  enmities  he  had  ex- 
pressed before  he  left  America  or  was  absent  from  it. 
All  our  prisoners  acknowledged  endless  obligations  to  his 
favour  and  bounty.  He  kept  up  a constant  correspondence 
with  his  family,  and  his  wife,  endowed  with  the  best  tal- 
ents and  the  utmost  discretion  united  to  ingenuous  firm- 
ness, possessed  the  best  affections  and  the  most  zealous 
attachments  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Salem.  Her  high 
reputation  and  unrivalled  excellence  united  with  his  own 
distinguished  civilities  and  polite  manners  to  render  his 
return  easy  to  him,  after  the  peace,  without  insult  or  re- 
proach. In  his  abscence  I knew  the  family  and  I continued 
my  attachment  after  his  return,  and  amidst  all  the  bitter- 
ness of  party  rage  I never  felt  the  least  diminution  of  re- 
spect and  confidence.  At  the  death  of  his  wife  he  gave  me 
a rich  mourning  ring  which  has  the  highest  value  in  my 
esteem  and  is  among  the  richest  of  my  cabinet. 

The  Colonel,  for  that  is  the  name  by  which  he  is  known, 
after  his  return  suffered  much  by  British  adjudication. 
For  though  he  had  no  visible  commerce  yet  he  was  deeply 
engaged  at  the  insurance  offices  and  had  a high  reputation 
for  honourable  and  punctual  conduct  in  his  business.  After 
the  marriage  of  his  eldest  son  Benjamin,  to  a daughter  of 
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E.  H.  Derby,  he  relinquished  his  father’s  Mansion  House 
in  Essex  Street  and  took  the  mansion  of  his  wife’s  father, 
Doctor  Toppan,  in  Essex  Street  above  Summer  Street.  In 
his  leisure  he  was  affable  with  all  our  citizens  and  marked 
with  particular  respect.  He  had  a most  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  their  family,  kindred  and  employments,  and  no 
man  known  to  myself  had  a more  exact  knowledge  of  our 
American  genealogy  in  all  parts  of  the  Union.  Every 
graduate  of  Cambridge  was  known  in  his  full  history, 
whether  he  was  yet  living  or  not,  and  Mr  Winthrop  of 
Cambridge,  who  had  made  many  enquiries  and  faithfully 
recorded  them,  valued  highly  this  correspondence. 

Till  the  close  of  life  he  retained  his  suavity  of  manners, 
his  inquisitive  but  unoffending  temper,  his  power  to  rec- 
ommend himself  and  to  retain  in  his  friendship  every 
man  with  whom  he  had  ever  conversed.  We  everywhere 
observed  he  was  treated  with  reverence  and  all  our  citizens 
coveted  the  opportunities  to  give  him  pleasure.  He  had  an 
excellent  person  and  everything  to  endear  an  acquaintance. 
He  had  a dignity  which  he  never  lost  and  a freedom  that 
never  lessened  his  influence.  He  became  more  emaciated 
in  his  last  years,  was  more  feeble  and  went  abroad  less.  For 
a month  he  kept  at  home.  For  a week  he  was  confined  to 
his  bed  and  silently,  without  pain  or  anguish,  slept  in  death. 

It  also  seems  likely  that  it  was  Rev.  William  Bent- 
ley who  wrote  the  following  obituary  for  the  local 
newspaper  j more  gracefully  expressed  to  meet  the 
public  attention,  but  lacking  in  the  virile  phrase 
preserved  for  the  minister’s  private  reading. 

Col.  Pickman  was  born  in  Salem,  in  1741,  and  was 
graduated  at  Cambridge  University,  1759.  This  gentle- 
man enjoyed  through  life  a good  portion  of  the  aotium 
cum  dignitate,”  so  much  desired  and  so  little  known.  De- 
scended from  wealthy  parents,  educated  in  the  best  style 
of  his  time,  possessing  a constitution  of  soundness  and  vig- 
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our,  a person  of  elegance  and  dignity,  a mind  of  strength 
and  elevation,  a disposition  mild  and  affectionate,  and 
placing  the  “bliss  in  ease,”  and  honor  in  virtue,  he  moved 
on,  enjoying  and  doing  good,  as  long  as  life  had  a charm, 
and,  when  nature  was  exhausted,  by  the  regular  decay  of 
age,  he  sunk  into  the  grave  without  any  of  the  terrific 
agonies  of  dissolution,  and  fell  as  it  were  into  a refreshing 
sleep.  He  pursued  learning,  not  as  a necessary  requisite  to 
a profession,  not  as  a passion,  nor  merely  as  an  ornament 
of  life,  but  for  the  pleasure  it  ensures,  for  the  grace  it 
lends  to  manners,  for  the  purity  it  gives  to  the  affections, 
for  the  light  it  adds  to  moral  philosophy,  and  the  aid  it 
affords  to  religion.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  com- 
mon classics,  with  ancient  and  modern  history,  with  British 
annals,  and  with  many  rare  and  curious  works  in  the  litera- 
ture of  every  age.  It  might  be  said  of  him,  however,  that 
he  read  much,  rather  than  many  things,  and  oftener  re- 
curred to  the  old,  than  searched  for  the  new;  but  every 
subject  was  selected  with  great  taste  and  judgment.  He 
had  no  passion  for  the  parade  of  company,  but  loved  so- 
ciety, and  sought  it.  His  house  was  the  abode  of  hospitali- 
ty, and  at  his  table  were  constantly  found  men  of  intelli- 
gence of  all  ages,  from  the  young,  whose  visions  of  life 
were  fresh,  and  whose  hopes  were  full  of  promise  and 
transport,  to  those  who  had  seen  and  felt  enough  of  its 
vicissitudes  and  delusions,  to  place  but  little  reliance  on  its 
realities  and  enjoyments.  There  they  mingled  feeling  and 
opinions,  and  talked  of  the  lights  and  shades  of  existence 
in  freedom  and  harmony.  He  always  at  such  times,  di- 
rected the  conversation  without  engrossing  it,  and  gave  it 
a tone,  without  seeming  to  have  any  control  over  it.  He 
was  truly  the  friend  of  peace,  and  evinced  his  principles 
by  the  practice  of  his  life.  He  was  a philanthropist,  and 
listened  with  delight  to  the  most  minute  details  of  the 
happiness,  or  fame  of  his  friends,  but  always  discovered 
uneasiness  at  an  amusing  story  told  at  the  expense  of  any 
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one,  and  turned  with  resentment  from  a tale  of  slander. 
He  was  sincerely  attached  to  all  our  valuable  institutions, 
but  particularly  to  Harvard  University;  and  no  man  in 
the  community  knew  so  much  of  the  welfare  and  history 
of  the  Alumni  of  his  Alma  Mater,  as  Col.  Pickman.  He 
obtained  this  information  by  frequent  inquiry,  and  re- 
tained it  by  an  extraordinary  memory;  but  he  had  nothing 
about  him  of  that  meddling  spirit,  which  leads  men  to  be 
over  inquisitive  for  no  good  purpose.  He  inquired  after 
their  welfare  from  good  wishes,  and  obtained  their  history 
as  a matter  of  information,  and  for  the  general  good. 
He  was  a lover  and  patron  of  the  clerical  character,  be- 
lieving that  much  of  the  happiness  of  society  depends  on  a 
wise  and  virtuous  clergy;  but  his  doctrines  were  well 
established,  and  his  views  of  God  and  His  providence  so 
full  of  benevolence  and  charity  to  man,  that  he  escaped, 
whenever  he  could,  from  the  unceasing  polemic,  and  al- 
ways evaded  the  incorrigible  bigot.  He  was  pious  without 
sanctimony,  liberal  without  ostentation,  pleasant  without 
exuberance  of  spirits,  dignified  without  severity  of  man- 
ners, charitable  to  errors,  without  countenancing  what  was 
wrong,  and  mild  to  opposition,  yet  steadfast  in  the  right. 
He  saw  and  felt  the  failings  of  humanity,  without  believ- 
ing in  the  total  depravity  of  man.  He  smiled  at  pedantry, 
pitied  ignorance,  forgave  the  unmannerly,  and  pursued 
with  philosophical  and  Christian  complacency,  “the  even 
tenor  of  his  way.”  Blessed  with  an  uncommon  share  of 
health,  and  domestic  enjoyment  and  prosperity,  he  re- 
tained his  faculties,  and  cheerfulness  unto  a good  old  age; 
and  truly  it  may  be  said,  few  men  ever  enjoyed  more  or 
suffered  less  in  this  world;  and  no  one  ever  lived  more 
respected,  by  those  who  knew  him,  for  his  private  virtues, 
or  died,  leaving  sweeter  recollections.  His  wintry  sun 
shone  as  bright,  if  not  so  intensely,  as  in  the  summer  of 
life,  and  went  down  without  a cloud. 
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On  Monday,  April  28,  1817,  between  2 and 
3 o’clock  P.M.  my  dearly  beloved  and  most 
respected  Mother  departed  this  life  to  enter, 
as  I hope  and  believe,  on  an  infinitely  happier  state 
of  existence,  for  from  her  youth  to  her  death  she  was 
distinguished  by  a most  exemplary  discharge  of  her 
duties.  An  unadorned  narrative  of  her  life  is  the 
highest  eulogium  which  can  be  conferred  upon  her 
character. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Doctor  Bezaleel  Toppan 
and  Mary,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Bar- 
ton. Her  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  respectable. 
She  was  born  August  23  1744  (N.  S.)  She  had 
two  brothers  and  two  sisters  — Willoughby,  Sarah, 
Thomas  and  Anne.  In  the  days  of  her  childhood, 
as  I have  every  reason  to  believe,  she  was  distin- 
guished by  her  vivacity,  her  intelligence,  her  sweet- 
ness of  temper  and  goodness  of  disposition,  by  re- 
spectful obedience  to  her  Parents  and  an  affectionate 
deportment  towards  her  Brothers  and  Sisters.  When 
she  was  about  1 3 years  of  age  her  Brother  Thomas 
was  seized  with  hectical  complaints  of  which  in 
about  1 2 months  he  died.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  nearly  20  years  of  age,  a senior  sophister  at 
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Harvard  College,  an  uncommonly  handsome,  ami- 
able, interesting  and  promising  young  man.  Be- 
tween him  and  my  mother  there  existed  the  most 
tender  attachment.  She  devoted  herself  entirely  to 
him  from  the  commencement  to  the  fatal  termina- 
tion of  his  disorder,  performing  all  the  duties  of  a 
nurse,  and  all  the  soothing  offices  of  an  attached  and 
affectionate  sister.  She  closed  his  eyes,  and  with  his 
last  breath  received  his  most  fervent  blessing.  His 
remains  were  scarcely  entombed  before  her  sister 
Sarah,  in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty  was  seized 
with  the  same  sickness  of  which  she  died  in  the 
course  of  a year,  and  she  was  hardly  buried  e’er  her 
oldest  Brother,  Willoughby,  was  attacked  by  the 
same  fatal  disorder  which  terminated  his  very  valu- 
able life  in  about  twelve  months.  To  both  of  them 
my  Mother  paid  the  most  tender  and  unremitting 
attentions,  and  was  with  them  both  to  support  and 
console  them  in  their  dying  moments. 

Thus  in  the  course  of  three  years  (1758-1759- 
1760)  she  was  deprived  of  two  much  beloved  broth- 
ers and  a sister,  and  her  respectable  parents  of  three 
very  promising  children,  but  she  enjoyed  the  heart- 
felt consolation  of  having  at  the  risk  of  her  own 
health  and  life,  performed  towards  them  all  the  du- 
ties of  a most  affectionate  sister.  In  April,  1762, 
she  married  my  honoured  Father  then  Benjamin 
Pickman  Jr.  and  son  of  the  Hon’ble  Benja.  Pick- 
man,  a man  much  distinguished  by  his  talents,  and 
by  his  publick  and  private  virtues.  This  union, 
founded  on  the  best  of  motives,  mutual  love  and 
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esteem,  promised  to  be  what  it  actually  proved,  a 
source  of  the  purest  earthly  felicity.  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  observe  here  that  my  Father  and  Moth- 
er were  in  early  life  distinguished  by  their  personal 
beauty  as  well  as  by  their  promising  virtues.  In  the 
autumn  of  1762  the  respectable  Father  of  my  Moth- 
er died  almost  broken  hearted  by  the  frequent  and 
severe  domestick  bereavements  which  he  had  been 
called  to  sustain.  On  the  30th  of  September,  1763 
her  son  Benjamin,  the  writer  of  this  memoir,  was 
born  and  on  the  29th  of  September  1765  her  daugh- 
ter Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Isaac  Osgood,  Esq’r  of 
Andover.  The  writer  most  feelingly  and  gratefully 
recollects  with  what  tenderness  and  fidelity  she 
watched  over  the  days  of  their  childhood.  How  anx- 
ious and  assiduous  she  was  to  make  suitable  relig- 
ious impressions  on  their  minds,  and  to  cherish 
therein  every  correct  and  virtuous  feeling.  To  the 
Sabbath  my  Mother  always  paid  the  most  sacred  re- 
gard and  devoted  it  to  the  duties  of  religion.  She 
was  a constant  attendant  on  publick  worship,  and  the 
intervals  she  spent  in  the  improvement  of  her  own 
mind,  in  instructing  her  children  and  domesticks 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in  teaching  them  the 
duties  which  they  owed  to  God,  to  their  Savior,  and 
to  their  fellow  creatures.  Her  religion  was  deeply 
and  immoveably  fixed  in  her  heart,  the  regulator  of 
her  life,  but  entirely  free  from  bigotry  or  fanati- 
cism. Her  house  was  the  mansion  of  neatness,  of 
good  order,  and  of  hospitality.  Her  happiness  seemed 
to  consist  almost  exclusively  in  promoting  the  hap- 
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piness  and  comfort  of  others.  She  was  in  a most 
remarkable  degree  free  from  every  selfish  passion. 
She  possessed  that  excellent  good  sense  which  en- 
abled her  to  form  a very  correct  opinion  of  the  char- 
acter of  others  and  to  guide  her  own  conduct  with 
almost  unexampled  propriety.  While  she  discharged 
her  domestick  duties  in  so  perfect  a manner,  she  de- 
lighted in  and  was  the  delight  of  respectable  so- 
ciety. In  May  1773  my  Brother  Thomas  was  born. 
In  August  following  my  highly  respectable  Grand- 
father Pickman  died.  He  was  buried  under  arms, 
and  every  mark  of  respect  paid  to  his  remains.  He 
was  particularly  lamented  by  the  poor  whose  dis- 
tresses he  had  during  his  whole  life  most  liberally 
and  charitably  relieved.  In  June,  1774,  my  Brother 
William  was  born.  About  this  time  the  disputes  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  North  American  Colo- 
nies had  risen  to  a great  height.  There  was  a general 
apprehension  that  they  could  be  settled  only  by  arms. 
My  Father  could  not  conscientiously  join  the  ma- 
jority of  his  fellow  countrymen  in  their  opposition 
to  the  British  Government.  Such  was  the  madness 
of  the  times  that  no  man  who  did  not  agree  with  the 
majority  could  live  comfortably.  In  such  a state 
of  things  my  Father  became  extremely  anxious  and 
depressed  and  in  March  1775,  with  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  my  Mother,  he  embarked  for  Bristol 
in  England,  intending  to  return  the  next  autumn  or 
spring  and  ardently  hoping  that  a liberal  reconcilia- 
tion would  soon  take  place  between  the  Colonies  and 
their  Mother  country.  In  April  following  open  hos- 
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tilities  commenced  at  Lexington.  Every  means  was 
now  practised  to  exasperate  the  people  against  the 
minority;  they  were  branded  as  enemies  to  their 
country  who  deserved  the  halter  and  the  gibbet;  they 
were  everywhere  insulted  and  in  many  places  most 
shamefully  abused.  It  was  a great  relief  to  my 
Mother’s  mind  at  this  time  that  my  Father  was 
absent,  not  even  her  sex  nor  her  virtues  could  wholly 
secure  her  at  this  mad  period  from  insult.  A general 
apprehension  prevailed  that  the  British  would  at- 
tempt to  destroy  the  seaport  towns;  many  persons 
retired  to  the  country;  some  embarked  for  Nova 
Scotia.  My  Mother  had  engaged  passages  for  her- 
self and  children  on  board  a vessel  bound  for  Hali- 
fax, and  part  of  her  furniture  was  actually  shipped 
therein.  The  vessel  was  detained  by  some  unexpect- 
ed circumstances  which  gave  my  Mother  time  for 
more  mature  reflexion  and  she  concluded  to  remain 
in  Salem.  This  was  perhaps  the  most  trying  crisis  of 
my  Mother’s  life.  The  minds  of  the  people,  greatly 
agitated  and  exasperated;  the  courts  of  justice  sus- 
pended; the  foundations  of  society  apparently  fail- 
ing; the  country  involved  in  a war  with  the  most 
powerful  nation  on  earth;  a nation  to  which  in  all 
former  wars  they  had  looked  for  support.  The  most 
sanguine  leaders  of  the  majority  believed  that  we 
must  pass  through  severe  troubles  to  attain  what 
they  considered  our  just  rights  and  privileges.  At 
this  time  my  Mother  had  under  her  care  four  young 
children;  My  Father’s  and  her  own  aged  and  re- 
spectable Mothers  looked  to  her  principally  for  con- 
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solation  and  support.  In  the  midst  of  all  these  dif- 
ficulties her  fortitude  never  for  a moment  forsook 
her.  Piety  was  a distinguished  trait  in  her  character. 
She  always  considered  herself  as  acting  under  the 
eye  of  the  Supreme  Being;  to  Him  she  always  looked 
for  aid,  and  from  him  she  always  received  it.  In 
June,  1776,  she  lost  her  worthy  Mother.  She  im- 
mediately took  her  Sister  Anne  into  her  family  and 
from  her  society  she  promised  herself  much  com- 
fort, but  in  the  month  of  December  1777  she  also 
was  carried  off  by  a consumption,  that  great  de- 
stroyer of  all  her  family.  During  the  whole  War 
my  Mother  conducted  herself  with  such  admirable 
discretion  and  propriety  that  perhaps  there  was  not 
an  individual  in  the  Town  more  generally  respected 
and  beloved.  As  respected  her  own  personal  ex- 
pences  and  her  family  establishment,  she  felt  it  her 
duty  to  practise  during  this  period  the  most  rigid 
economy,  the  income  of  my  father’s  property  being 
almost  annihilated  by  the  war,  but  she  begrudged  no 
expence  for  the  comfort  or  benefit  of  her  children. 
Perhaps  there  never  lived  a less  selfish  human  being. 
By  her  prudence  she  saved  much  of  my  Father’s 
property  from  the  wasting  hand  of  time;  from 
fraudulent  debtors  who  wished  to  pay  their  debts  in 
a greatly  depreciated  paper  currency;  and  from  the 
efforts  of  some  violent  and  unprincipled  but  influ- 
ential men  who  wished  to  have  my  Father’s  estate 
confiscated.  In  1783  peace  took  place  and  Great 
Britain  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  1 3 
provinces  which  had  united  in  opposition  to  her  ar- 

[82  3 


Mrs.  Mary  Toppan  Pickman 

bitrary  measures.  My  Father  returned  to  his  native 
Town  in  May,  1785.  He  was  cordially  received  by 
his  fellow  townsmen;  was  elected  an  overseer  of  the 
poor  for  several  years  and  for  many  years  was  unan- 
imously elected  Town  Treasurer,  and  continued  to 
be  so  until  on  account  of  his  age  he  declined  a re- 
election.  In  April,  1786,  my  sister,  Love  Rawlins 
was  born,  and  in  June  following  my  Father’s  aged 
respectable  and  most  affectionate  Mother  died.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Love  Rawlins.  The  fatigues  and 
anxieties  to  which  my  mother  had  been  subjected  in 
early  life  greatly  impaired  her  constitution,  and  she 
was  in  constant  expectation  of  being  seized  with  that 
disease  which  had  proved  so  fatal  to  her  family.  She 
always  endeavored  to  live  in  a state  of  preparation 
for  death.  Yet  she  was  of  a very  cheerful  temper, 
encouraged  the  innocent  amusement  of  the  young; 
looked  with  an  indulgent  and  pitying  eye  upon  their 
errors,  and  rendered  her  company  highly  accept- 
able to  them.  In  October,  1789,  her  Son  Benjamin 
married  Anstiss  Derby,  daughter  of  Elias  Hasket 
Derby,  Esqr.  a very  opulent,  enterprising  and  re- 
spectable merchant.  Between  his  beloved  Mother 
and  Wife  there  existed  a sincere,  tender  and  unin- 
terrupted friendship.  In  the  year  1794  my  Father, 
being  a great  underwriter,  lost  much  of  his  property 
and  was  threatened  with  utter  ruin,  in  consequence 
of  secret  orders  issued  by  the  British  Government. 
My  Father’s  spirits  were  greatly  depressed  and 
1 would  perhaps  have  wholly  failed  him  but  for  the 
; support  of  my  Mother  whose  mind  seemed  to  be 
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prepared  for  every  vicissitude  of  life.  In  1795  Mr. 
Jay’s  treaty  was  ratified  and  most  of  the  property 
which  my  Father  had  lost  was  returned  to  him. 
From  this  time  until  the  autumn  of  1809  my  Par- 
ents were  permitted  to  enjoy  much  greater  and  more 
uninterrupted  happiness  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  man- 
kind in  general.  At  that  time  my  Mother  was  seized 
with  a profuse  raising  of  blood.  We  were  all  great- 
ly alarmed  and  feared  that  it  might  prove  immedi- 
ately fatal  to  her.  She  preserved  a perfect  compo- 
sure of  mind.  My  Brother  Thomas,  who  was  in  all 
his  practice  a very  judicious  and  attentive  Physician, 
attended  to  her  with  the  most  anxious  and  tender  so- 
licitude ; the  means  which  he  prescribed  were  blessed 
by  Divine  Providence  to  her  partial  restoration  to 
health.  But  after  this  attack  it  was  evident  that  she 
held  life  by  a very  feeble  tenure.  From  this  period 
she  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  house  and 
much  of  the  time  to  her  chamber.  Her  cheerful- 
ness, however,  never  forsook  her,  nor  were  her  men- 
tal faculties  impaired  in  the  smallest  degree.  There 
was  a dignified  affability  in  her  deportment  which 
at  once  commanded  respect  and  love.  The  young 
delighted  in  her  company.  She  always  discovered 
the  most  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  the  community  and  viewed  with  the  utmost  ab- 
horrence the  attrocities  of  the  French  revolution. 

In  December,  1815  my  Brother  Thomas  married 
Miss  Sophia  Palmer.  On  the  3 1st  of  October,  1816 
he  had  a daughter  whom  he  named  for  my  Mother, 
Mary  Toppan.  He  was  at  that  time  very  sick  and  on 
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the  28  th  of  December  following  he  died  of  a con- 
sumption to  which  he  always  considered  himself 
very  liable.  His  death  was  a great  loss  to  all  his 
friends,  for  he  was  a very  worthy  man  and  an  ex- 
cellent physician.  To  my  beloved  Mother  the  loss 
was  particularly  severe  for  he  was  a very  kind  and 
affectionate  Son  and  a physician  well  acquainted 
with  her  constitution  and  most  assiduously  and  ten- 
derly attentive  to  her.  Immediately  after  his  death 
his  widow  and  child  were  taken  into  my  Father’s 
family  and  to  that  child  my  Mother  became  ex- 
ceedingly attached,  and  recommended  her  on  her 
deathbed  to  the  kindness  of  her  children. 

On  the  1 2th  of  April,  1817  my  Mother,  after  a 
few  days  of  previous  indisposition  which  appeared 
to  be  the  effect  of  a bad  cold,  sent  for  a Physician, 
Doct.  Treadwell.  We  all  fondly  hoped  that  her 
sickness  would  prove  nothing  worse  than  a violent 
cold,  but  it  continued  to  increase  upon  her  until 
the  28th  when  between  2 and  3 o’clock  P.M.  she 
expired  without  a groan,  in  her  73  rd  year.  She  ex- 
perienced from  my  two  amiable  and  excellent  Sis- 
ters all  those  soothing  and  affectionate  attentions 
which  she  herself  had  paid  to  her  Parents,  her  broth- 
ers and  Sisters  when  they  were  sick  and  died.  My 
Mother  did  not  suffer  much  bodily  pain  nor  any 
mental  disquietude  during  her  sickness;  her  princi- 
pal solicitude  appeared  to  be  to  prepare  her  beloved 
husband  and  children  for  the  worst,  which  she  felt 
was  inevitable. 

Oh  sainted  Mother!  May  thy  children  sincerely 
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endeavor  to  imitate  thy  example  that  so  they  may  be 
permitted  to  join  thee  in  those  realms  of  bliss  where 
neither  sin  nor  sorrow  nor  disease  nor  death  will  be 
permitted  to  enter. 


C 86  3 


LETTERS  WRITTEN 
BY 

BENJAMIN  PICKMAN 
WHILE  LIVING  IN  ENGLAND 
i775-i785 


LETTERS  WRITTEN 

BY 

BENJAMIN  PICKMAN 
WHILE  LIVING  IN  ENGLAND 
I775-I7^5 

Bristol  21  April  1775 

My  dearest  Polly 

I have  just  Time  to  write  you  a few  Lines  by  this  Op- 
portunity — I acquainted  you  that  I was  at  Mrs  Donkins. 
She  was  kind  enough  to  invite  me  to  take  a Bed  at  her 
House,  I bowed  & told  her  I was  much  obliged  to  her, 
however  I did  not  intend  to  trouble  her  so  much  — soon 
after  I saw  Mr  George  Routh  and  asked  him  to  direct  me 
to  Lodgings.  He  told  be  that  he  had  seen  Mrs  Donkin  and 
that  she  insisted  upon  my  Lodging  there  for  Major  Don- 
kin had  written  a very  kind  Letter  in  my  Favour.  Mr 
Routh  told  me  that  if  I did  not  lodge  at  Mrs  Donkins  I 
must  take  a Bed  at  his  Fathers,  but  that  Mrs  Donkin  would 
take  it  amiss  — 

Mrs  Routh’s  Friends  & Mrs  Donkin  have  treated  me 
with  the  greatest  kindness.  I hope  you  will  have  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  Major  Donkin  at  Salem,  and  I am 
assured  you  will  do  every  Thing  in  your  Power  to  make 
his  Time  agreable  — 

Mrs  Donkin  is  a most  amiable  Lady,  very  domestic,  and 
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speakes  of  the  Major  with  the  utmost  Regard  — I shall 
set  off  to  Morrow  for  London. 

I am  my  dearest  Polly  with  the  greatest  Truth 
Yr  lovs  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

P S Tell  Mrs  Routh  I shall  write  her  a long  Letter  the 
first  Leisure 


London  29th  April  1775 

My  dearest  Polly  ' ' 

My  last  to  you  was  from  Bristol  which  I left  the  24th 
& arrived  here  the  25th  after  a Journey  of  18  Hours  — 
I was  treated  at  Bristol  with  all  possible  Kindness  — on 
Thursday  I went  to  see  Mr  Edward  Fisher  who  lives 
about  8 Miles  from  Bristol,  but  he  not  being  at  Home, 
Mr  Routh  & myself  dined  at  a Tavern  — The  next  Day 
I dined  at  Mr  Griffiths  — the  next  Day  went  to  Bath 
where  we  tarried  till  Sunday  Morning,  then  Returned  to 
Bristol  & dined  with  Mr  Griffiths,  Dean  Tucker  dined  with 
him.  In  the  Afternoon  I went  to  S1  Clement  Church 
where  the  Dean  preached  — The  next  Day  I dined  with 
Mr  Trevilian  (Mr  Fishers  Friend)  Mr  Edward  Fisher 
dined  with  him  — in  the  Afternoon  I set  out  for  London 
and  arrived  the  25th  — At  present  I lodge  at  Mr  Darn- 
brokes,  the  Place  where  Clarke  lodged.  I have  dined  twice 
with  Mr  Fraser.  — Tell  my  Friends  I will  write  them 
when  I find  Leisure,  at  present  my  Time  is  taken  up  in 
seeing  the  Curiosities  of  London  — I have  been  this  Day 
to  see  the  Tower,  and  a very  grand  Place  it  is. 

Mr  John  Lane  & Wife  are  at  Bath,  the  old  Gentleman 
is  very  sociable,  he  lives  with  Mr  Fraser.  — The  Bearer 
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of  this  is  Mr  Wm  Palfrey,  of  Boston,  who  has  been  civil 
to  me,  and  therefore  be  kind  eno’  to  ask  him  to  dine  or 
Breakfast  or  sup  as  you  please  — Mr  Palfrey  tho  a Son 
of  Liberty  dined  the  other  Day  with  Governor  Hutchin- 
son, — I have  sent  some  Books  to  Mr  Pynchon,  please  to 
call  upon  him  for  twelve  shillings  & six  Pence  Sterling  — 
Tell  Mr  Bickford  that  Mr  Lane  has  not  settled  the 
Affair  of  Turner  but  expects  to  do  it  soon  — Desire  Mr 
Bickford  to  charge  my  Fathers  Estate  in  my  Estate  Books 
with  £437.0.0.  lawful  Money  paid  Lane  Son  & Fraser 
and  Ballance  Lane  Son  & Frasers  Ace1  in  my  Fathers 
Ledger.  — 

Give  your  Mother  Toppan  Cr  in  my  Waste  Book  for 
£.1.15.0  lawful  Money  received  by  Mr  Lane  & Ballance 
Mr  Lane’s  Acch  in  your  Uncles  Books.  — 

I have  a few  Trifles  by  Mr  Palfray  in  a Box.  — The 
Buckles  are  for  you  my  dearest  Polly,  the  Cap  for  Miss 
Poll,  the  Pen  knife  for  Mr  Ben,  the  Cards  for  Master 
Tommy  & the  little  Box  for  Master  Billy. 

May  3 

I dined  last  Saturday  upon  Salt  Fish  at  Governor  Hut- 
chinsons  with  a Number  of  my  Countryman,  and  Yester- 
day at  Mr  Maynes  with  General  Fraser,  Sir  John  Whit- 
ford  & others.  — doubtless  before  this  reaches  you  the 
Troops  will  have  arrived  in  America,  they  have  been  some 
Time  Wind  bound  in  Corke  — 

I am  my  dearest  Polly,  with  increasing  Love  for  you 

Your  lovs  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 
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My  dearest  Polly  London  6th  Ma?  r775 

Since  writing  you  by  Mr  Palfray,  I find  that  the  Vessel 
has  been  detained,  and  I send  you  by  my  Friend  Mr  Ingra- 
ham, a Piece  of  Brocade  which  I desire  you  to  make  up 
immediately  and  wear. — 

I reed  a Letter  by  the  Gov?t  Packet  from  Mrs  Gardi- 
ner, and  am  obliged  to  her  for  it  — 

I think  the  Town  of  Salem  will  be  as  Secure  a Place  as 
any  where,  but  leave  you  to  determine  on  that  Matter. 

Mr  John  Lane  has  returned  from  Bath,  but  Mrs  Lane 
will  tarry  there  some  Time  yet  — John  treats  me  with  the 
greatest  kindness,  I have  dined  with  him  twice  — I dined 
last  Wednesday  with  Mr  Ford,  he  has  a Family  of  fine 
young  Children  is  67  Years  old  His  Wife  40  — they 
both  speak  with  great  affection  of  their  Brother,  which  you 
will  be  kind  enough  to  acquaint  him  of  — 

My  dearest  Polly ; no  amusements  in  this  gay  City,  can 
in  any  Measure  compensate  for  the  Absence  of  your 
Company,  my  Impatience  to  be  with  you  hourly  increases, 
and  I shall  be  unhappy  untill  my  Return  to  you  — 

You  will  be  kind  eno’,  to  give  my  Love  to  all  my  Re- 
lations, & Comps  to  Friends.  I hope  to  write  them  all  by 
the  next  Opportunity. 

I am  my  dearest  Polly,  with  the  sincerest  Love 
Yr  lovs  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly  London  1 3 May  1 775 

I wrote  you  last  by  Mr  Ingraham,  since  that  Time  I 
have  dined  with  Mr  Coombe  member  of  Parliament  for 
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Aldborough,  being  recommended  to  his  Acquaintance  by 
my  Friend  Mr  Griffith  of  Bristol.  — Mr  Coombe  lives  in  a 
very  elegant  manner,  we  had  several  Courses,  and  dined 
intirely  off  of  Plate ; — The  Dissert  after  Dinner  was 
very  pretty  — The  next  Day  (a  Sunday)  I dined  at  Mr 
Vassals  (Doctor  Gardiners  Friend)  in  a very  genteel 
Manner.  — 

The  Monday  after  with  Mr  Lane  — I live  opposite  to 
Mr  Lane,  & breakfast  with  him  every  morning.  — This 
Letter  is  short,  but  I intend  the  next  to  be  longer,  Re- 
member me  to  our  dearest  Children,  my  hond  Mother,  my 
and  your  other  Relations  & Friends,  and  believe,  that  no 
Time  or  Place  will  ever  be  able  to  efface  a Remembrance 
of  your  Kindness  & Love  from  my  Mind,  but  on  the 
Contrary,  my  Impatience  of  being  with  you  increases  as  I 
see  the  Time  drawing  near,  when  I shall  leave  England 
to  be  with  you,  I earnestly  hope  never  more  to  be  sepa- 
rated from  you. 

I am  my  dearest  Polly 

Yr  constant  & lov&  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 


, „ _ _ „ London  30  May  177 5. 

My  dearest  Polly  y 1 1 

Cap1  Derby  is  just  arrived  with  the  melancholy  News 
of  an  Engagement  — 

I am  greatly  distressed  for  my  Country  but  can  appeal 
to  Heaven  for  the  Uprightness  of  my  Intentions  — -If 
this  should  meet  you  in  New  England,  I pray  you  to  stay 
there  unless  you  should  judge  it  prudent  to  go  else- 
where. — 
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Cap*  Derby  tells  me  you  had  thought  of  going  to  Halli- 
fax  — I intend  to  embark  for  Hallifax  by  the  first  Vessel 
— If  I can  not  find  you  there  I will  proceed  to  Salem 
I pray  God  Almighty  to  protect  you  my  dear  Children 
& my  Mother  — the  next  Time  I join  you  I will  never 
more  part  till  Death  shall  translate  one  of  us  to  happier 

^meS  Adieu  my  dearest  Polly  — 

I am  most  lovs  dev1  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  26  JUIle  1 775 

Cap1  Derby  informed  me  you  intended  to  sail  for  Hal- 
lifax, which  was  the  Reason  of  my  not  writing  you  by  one 
or  two  opportunities,  — I recd  your  Letter  by  Callahan 
this  moment,  am  rejoiced  at  your  and  the  Children’s 
Wellfare  at  my  Mothers  and  the  Rest  of  the  Family  — 
You  may  expect  to  see  me  soon,  I believe  by  the  Way  of 
Hallifax. 

I am  convinced  that  your  Conduct  thro’  Life  has  been 
such,  that  no  Troubles  or  Confusions  can  dismay  you.  — 
You  know  in  whom  you  trust  and  whatever  Fate  attends 
us  here,  is  of  no  great  Importance  — the  other  State  is  a 
State  of  Perpetuity  — 

Want  of  Time  obliges  me  not  to  add  any  more  — 

I am  my  dearest  Polly  — 

Yr  lovs  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  4 July  1775 

I wrote  you  a short  Time  ago,  since  which  have  not 
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heard  any  News  from  New  England,  neither  has  any 
Thing  turned  up  here.  — Since  my  writing  you  last  I 
have  spent  the  most  of  my  Time  at  Mr  Thos  Lane’s 
House  in  Clapham  — 

Doctor  Furman  preaches  at  Clapham  I have  been  twice 
to  hear  him,  he  is  an  excellent  Preacher  but  has  a poor 
Delivery  — 

I was  twice  to  hear  Doctor  Price,  he  lives  at  Newington, 
three  Miles  from  London,  he  is  also  a very  good  preacher, 
I have  been  likewise  to  hear  a dissenting  Minister,  in  this 
City,  I forget  his  Name  — 

I have  been  several  Times  to  Church,  and  find  the 
Churches  in  general  very  full,  much  more  so  than  I ex- 
pected from  the  Accounts  I had  recd  in  N England.  Be 
kind  eno’  to  remember  me  to  my  hond  Mother  and  all  Re- 
lations & Friends  — 

My  dearest  Polly,  when  my  Pulse  shall  cease  to  beat, 
when  the  Blood  that  runs  through  my  Veins  shall  be 
chilled  in  Death,  then  and  not  till  then,  shall  your  Piety, 
Love,  Affection  & Tenderness  be  forgotten  by  — 

Yr  lov§  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

Dear  Sister  London  20*  July  1775 

I am  obliged  to  you  for  your  Letter  by  Mr  Nichols,  he 
delivered  it  to  me  the  Day  after  his  Arrival.  — I am 
extremely  sorry  that  our  Friends  in  Boston  were  in  such 
Want  of  Provisions,  but  Mr  Nichols  tells  me  the  market 
was  growing  better,  and  that  the  Country  People  found 
Ways  of  bringing  fresh  Meat  to  Town. — The  present 
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Times  afford  all  of  us,  many  Opportunities  of  discovering 
Virtues  which  lie  concealed  in  the  Sunshine  of  Prosperity, 
I hope  we  shall  be  careful  to  exercise  that  Patience  and 
Resignation  which  are  expected  of  us  — The  Forgiveness 
of  Injuries  is  one  of  the  noblest  Virtues  that  adorns  the 
human  mind,  because  it  is  so  difficult  to  acquire. 

That  all  our  Family  have  Enemies,  that  many  hard 
Speeches  have  been  made  against  us  by  Persons  whom  we 
never  in  the  least  injured,  I make  no  Doubt,  but  this  is 
no  uncommon  Case;  All  the  Persons  who  have  gone  be- 
fore us,  have  passed  through  this  fiery  Trial,  we  have  no 
Right  to  expect  an  Exemption  from  the  common  Lot.  — 
You  write  me  it  was  the  Expectation  of  People  that  the 
Port  of  Boston  would  be  opened,  you  deceive  yourself  if 
you  supposed  that  any  of  the  late  Acts  will  be  repealed,  I 
dont  know  a Man  in  the  City  who  expects  it,  Mr.  Bromfield 
whom  I often  see  at  the  Coffee  House  has  no  Expectation 
of  any  such  Thing  taking  Place  as  the  Repeal  of  the  Acts, 
and  he  is  as  high  for  the  Americans  as  any  Person  what- 
ever. 

I intend  to  set  off  this  Day  for  Fareham  to  stay  a Week, 
I hope  by  my  Return,  I shall  find  some  Vessel  going  to 
Boston,  in  which  I can  take  a Passage  — 

Many  of  the  Shipwrights  in  the  Dock  Yards  have  quit- 
ted their  Work,  demanding  larger  Wages,  it  is  the  Opin- 
ion of  People  that  their  Wages  are  not  sufficient,  and  that 
they  ought  to  be  raised  - — 

I saw  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  go  in  their  Car- 
riages to  S1  James  with  the  City  Address.  People  tell  me 
that  they  were  not  so  well  attended  as  in  former  Proces- 
sions — doubtless  you  have  seen  the  Address,  it  is  a very 
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moderate  one,  and  the  Kings  Answer  very  mild.  — I do 
not  know  of  any  Thing  else  to  write,  so  must  conclude 
with  desiring  you  to  remember  me  to  the  good  Doctor, 
and  tell  him  Messrs  Hughes  and  Whitelock  have  been 
very  kind  to  me 

I am,  Dear  Sister,  yr  lovs  Broth 

Benja  Pickman 


My  dearest  Polly.  London  July  1775 

You  will  receive  this  by  Cap1  Grant,  who  will  sail  in 
about  a Week,  I hope  not  to  be  above  a Week  after  him. 

We  are  waiting  with  great  Anxiety  to  hear  from  N Eng- 
land and  the  Congress;  I most  ardently  wish  that  the 
supreme  Governor  of  the  Universe  would  direct  the  Par- 
liament & Congress  into  such  Measures  as  that  Matters 
could  be  settled  upon  honourable  Terms  to  both  Coun- 
tries. — 

I some  Times  blame  myself  for  having  left  you  and 
my  Family,  but  upon  the  whole  on  the  coolest  Reflection, 
I do  not  see  that  I could  be  of  any  Service  to  you  if  I had 
tarried  with  you,  — and  the  taking  up  Arms  upon  every 
Rumour  as  I hear  many  of  my  Friends  are  obliged  to  do, 
would  soon  have  destroyed  my  Constitution,  because  I 
look  upon  it  wholly  unjustifyable,  and  that  Nothing  can 
alter  but  a Fear  of  Death.  — Indeed  when  I left  you  I 
chose  out  of  a Variety  of  Wretchedness;  twas  Death  to 
leave  you,  twas  worse  to  stay  and  enter  into  measures 
which  my  Conscience  totally  disapproved  of,  and  the  re- 
maining Neuter  you  know  could  not  be  done.  — In  this 
Situation  what  Part  could  I act?  — I knew  that  in  former 
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Times,  when  Matters  were  in  the  same  State  they  were  in, 
in  New  England,  that  Persons  by  leaving  their  Country 
for  the  present,  returned  in  a short  Time  to  their  Wives  & 
Families  and  found  them  in  Safety,  when  had  they  staid 
they  might  have  lost  their  lives  and  deprived  their  Fami- 
lies of  the  Benefit  of  their  Care  & Industry  — I knew  also 
you  were  as  capable  of  conducting  in  this  Troublesome 
Time  as  any  Person  upon  Earth,  therefore  my  being  in  N 
England  was  not  necessary,  and  if  any  misfortune  should 
arise  from  any  Step  you  may  take,  I shall  attribute  it  to 
the  wise  Counsels  of  the  Ruler  of  the  World,  and  not  to 
any  Want  of  Foresight  in  you.  — 

Remember  me  my  dearest  Polly  to  all  Friends,  and 
believe  that  my  Soul  pants  again  to  be  with  you  and  to 
convince  you  how  much  I am 

Yr  lovs  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  IslinSton  ^ Au§  1 

Several  Opportunities  haves  offered  of  your  writing  I 
was  rather  uneasy  at  not  recs  any  Letter  from  you,  how- 
ever I rejoiced  to  hear  that  you  and  my  Children  were 
well.  — I have  a perfect  Confidence  in  your  Management 
of  the  Family,  however  permit  me  to  suggest  one  or  two 
Things  which  I have  much  at  Heart. 

As  to  the  Education  of  our  Children  I desire  it  may  be 
the  best  the  Country  affords  at  this  destracted  Time  — I 
would  they  should  go  better  dressed  than  my  Fortune 
admits  of,  rather  than  otherwise  — 

Let  them  always  have  money,  (more  than  less  than 
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other  Boys,  whose  Parents  are  in  a Situation  not  superior 
to  mine)  in  their  Pockets  as  it  will  preserve  them  from  any 
indirect  methods  to  come  at  it.  — I wish  it  was  in  my 
Power  to  send  Polly  any  Thing  from  hence,  but  as  it  is 
not  she  must  defer  her  Expectations  till  Matters  are 
settled.  — 

If  you  can  remit  me  two  hundred  Guineas  without  any 
Prejudice  to  your  own  affairs  I wish  you  would.  — Mr 
Cabot  has  a considerable  Sum  of  Money  in  England,  per- 
haps with  the  Assistance  of  my  good  Friend  Mr  Goodale 
he  may  be  prevailed  with  to  sell  you  a Bill  for  the  Sum 
I mentioned.  — 

I have  written  you  many  Letters,  I am  afraid  not  a 
tenth  Part  have  reached  you. 

You  will  doubtless  be  desirous  of  knowing  how  I have 
my  Health,  and  how  I employ  my  Time.  — The  Family 
in  which  I have  boarded  for  ten  months,  live  in  a very 
frugal  manner.  I seldom  eat  of  above  two  Dishes,  oftener 
of  only  one,  my  constant  Liquor  with  my  meals  is  small 
Beer,  I have  almost  forgotten  the  Taste  of  Cyder. 

I drink  a Glass  or  two  of  Wine  after  Dinner,  generally 
eat  milk  for  Supper. 

By  this  manner  of  Living  I can  indulge  a little  when 
invited  to  a City  Feast,  with  out  any  kind  of  Hazard,  four 
Times  a Year.  — 

My  Exercise  is  Walking,  and  I commonly  walk  six  or 
eight  miles  a Day.  — 

By  these  Methods  I keep  my  Body  in  constant  and  vig- 
orous Health. 

When  I am  not  engaged  in  the  Company  of  my  Friends 
or  in  some  profitable  or  innocent  Entertainment,  I pass 
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my  Hours  in  conversing  with  the  sublime  Spirits  of  former 
Times  endeavouring  to  contract  their  Contempt  of  Earth 
and  to  kindle  the  Fire  of  eternal  Hopes.  — On  Sundays 
I attended  divine  Worship  twice  a Day,  and  sometimes  on 
a Week  Day.  — 

I am  so  far  removed  from  every  kind  of  Gloom,  that 
some  of  my  Countrymen  wonder,  what  Secret  I have  dis- 
covered that  gives  me  such  perpetual  Chearfulness,  and 
are  ready  to  imagine  that  I am  engaged  in  some  kind  of 
Business  which  is  very  lucrative  — Nothing  is  more  re- 
mote from  Truth.  — A Consciousness  of  having  done  my 
Duty,  a firm  Persuasion  that  my  Situation  is  the  very  best 
that  Providence  could  place  me  in,  gives  my  Mind  that 
Serenity  and  Composure,  that  the  Children  of  this  World 
ever  shall  be  strangers  to.  — No  Length  of  Time,  no 
cruel  Absence,  shall  ever  abate  that  intense  Love,  which  I 
have  for  you  and  my  Children,  but  it  shall  increase,  till  it 
fears  no  Interruption  in  the  Paradise  of  God. 

Remember  me  to  my  Friends.  When  I reflect  on  the 
Love  & Tenderness  shown  to  me  by  my  Mother,  from  the 
first  Dawning  of  my  Reason  to  the  Moment  I left  Salem, 
I feel  such  a Weight  of  Gratitude  as  I can  never  discharge. 

Benny  & Polly  will  rejoice  to  hear  that  their  Father  is 
happy  and  desires  to  be  most  cordially  remembered  to 
them.  — Tommy  will  scarcely  comprehend  your  Mean- 
ing, when  you  tell  him  that  his  Pa  is  well  & wishes  him 
every  Good,  to  Billy  the  Language  will  be  quite  unintel- 
ligible. — Yr  Mother  & Sister,  Bill  Clarke,  Col  Frye  & 
Family  must  not  be  forgotten  — Mr  Goodale  & Mr  Spar- 
hawk  claim  my  Acknowledgements  for  the  Letters  they 
sent  me  as  well  as  on  the  other  Accounts. 
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My  dearest  Polly,  that  you  may  long  live,  the  Orna- 
ment of  your  Sex,  & the  Glory  of  your  Children,  is  my 
first  Prayer  in  the  Morning,  when  I awake,  and  the  last 
at  Night  when  I address  myself  for  Sleep.  — 

Yr  lov§  Husband 

Benjamin  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  L°nd°n  Novr  ^ 

The  Arrival  of  my  Friend  Mr  Jona  Dowse  the  4th  In- 
stant, gave  me  great  Pleasure,  as  I heard  from  Salem  by 
him  so  late  as  the  24th  of  Septr.  I am  extremely  glad  that 
yourself,  my  Children,  my  Mother,  my  Brothers  & 
Friends  were  in  good  Health.  — 

I sincerely  condole  with  you,  on  the  Death  of  your 
Mother.  — It  is  impossible  for  any  Distress  to  overtake 
you,  without  most  sensibly  affecting  me.  — I am  much 
pained,  that  the  Cares  & Sollicitudes  of  Life  thickens  so 
fast  upon  you.  — I wish  it  was  in  my  Power  to  divide 
them  with  you,  or  rather  to  relieve  you  from  them.  The 
Accounts  I receive  by  every  Person  who  arrives  here,  from 
any  Part  of  the  American  Continent,  confirm  me  in  the 
Prudence  of  my  Determination  to  leave  the  Country  at 
the  Time  I did.  — As  far  as  Peace  is  preferable  to  War, 
as  far  as  Tranquility  & Calmness  are  to  be  more  prized 
than  the  odious  Din  of  Arms  and  Garments  rolled  in 
Blood,  as  far  as  a continued  Complacency  in  the  Looks  of 
all  around  me,  is  more  pleasing  than  Jealousies,  Surmizes, 
perpetual  Alarms  and  false  Reports,  so  far  is  my  Situation 
more  estimable  than  that  of  my  Friends,  in  New  England, 
and  I trust  I am  duely  thankful  for  it.  — If,  from  the  dis- 
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tracted  Situation  in  which  I left  my  native  Country,  & 
from  a thorough  Knowledge  of  my  Sentiments,  you  are 
satisfied  in  my  leaving  you  and  my  Children,  I am  happy. 
Many  of  my  Countrymen  have  applied  to  Government 
for  Assistance  and  have  received  it.  — My  Friends  Messrs 
Lane  Son  & Fraser  are  willing  to  supply  me  till  I can  re- 
ceive money  from  you.  — 

If  I had  any  Stock  of  Merit  laid  up  with  Government, 
for  my  Part,  I should  not  petition  for  Relief.  — In  a 
civil  War,  the  Man  who  is  not  content  to  be  a considerable 
Loser,  rather  than  be  burdersome  to  Others,  must  have  a 
Turn  of  Mind  quite  differint  from  mine.  That  I may  live 
free  from  Care  and  uneasiness,  is  only  the  second  Wish 
that  animates  my  Heart,  the  first  is,  that  you  and  my 
Children  may  be  happy. 

You  will  remember  me  to  my  Mother  & the  rest  of  my 
Relations  & Friends. 

I am  my  dearest  Polly 

Yr  lovs  Husband 

Benjamin  Pickman 

P S Mr  Cabot  is  well  and  desires  you  to  acquaint  his 
Father  with  it  — Mr  & Mrs  Carpenter  are  well.  She  is 
quite  well  of  the  small  Pox 

My  dearest  Polly.  Hoddesdon  25‘h  Jan^  1 777 

Mr  Hughes  has  been  kind  enough  to  invite  me  to  spend 
a few  Days  at  his  Seat  in  Hoddesdon.  — I spend  my 
Time  here  very  agreably,  — No  Man  in  England  lives  in 
a more  regular  hospitable  Manner  than  Mr  Hughes.  His 
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Study  (where  I some  times  read)  situated  in  the  Front 
of  the  House  is  extremely  pleasant  ; a fine  Collection  of 
the  best  Books  antient  and  modern,  furnishes  you  with 
the  most  profitable  and  entertaining  Reading  5 at  the  Dis- 
tance of  a mile,  run  the  Rivers  Lea  and  the  new  River, 
through  rich  and  fertile  Meadows;  the  Fields  are  wa- 
tered by  several  Rivulets  and  Streams,  and  variegated 
with  a Number  of  Gentlemen’s  Seats,  and  Churches  that 
make  a fine  Prospect;  at  the  Distance  of  Four  Miles,  the 
Essex  Hills  covered  with  a perpetual  Verdure,  terminate 
the  View.  — 

When  satiated  with  Reading,  or  Conversation  flags,  I 
stroll  along  the  Banks  of  the  new  River  to  Ware  and 
sometimes  to  Hertford.  — The  Fields,  the  whole  of  the 
Way  are  in  such  a State  of  Cultivation,  as  make  them 
resemble  one  continued  Garden.  — I meet  with  antique 
Towers,  and  ask  some  Farmer  born  in  the  last  Century, 
when  such  a Tower  was  built?  Who  replies,  I dont  know, 
it  has  been  in  the  ruinous  Situation  you  now  see  it,  ever 
since  my  Remembrance. 

I spend  the  Evening  in  Company  with  Mr  Hughes’s 
Friends;  a Mr  Doteville  of  French  Extraction,  sprightly, 
sensible  and  extremely  the  Gentleman,  a Mr  Musgrave 
(late  Master  of  the  Rolls)  grave,  learned  and  majestic, 
a Mr  Inman,  (Brother  of  Ralph  Esqr  of  Cambridge) 
formerly  extremely  intimate  with  Lord  Bath,  who  has 
many  men  and  many  manners  seen ; and  now  and  then  has 
a random  stroke  of  Wits,  which  will  almost  make  you 
burst  your  Sides  with  Laughter,  a Mr  Masters  (Curate  of 
the  Parish)  who  has  more  Wit  and  less  Grace  than  is  be- 
coming the  gravity  of  a Clergyman;  he  entertains  us  in 
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private,  with  long  Epigrams,  and  in  public  with  short 
Sermons.  With  these  I pass  my  curious  Time. 

While  I am  enjoying  myself  in  the  Simplicity  of  a 
Country  Life,  I wonder,  how  any  Person  can  be  tolerably 
happy  in  the  City ; the  Rumbling  of  the  Coaches,  the 
Justling  in  the  Streets,  the  Fog,  Smoke  and  Dirt  of  the 
Town,  appear  inexpressibly  odious.  — When  I am  in 
Town  and  hear  Leoni  sing,  and  see  Garrick  act  young 
Hamlet,  or  Mrs  Barry  play  Violante,  I am  surprised  that 
the  whole  World  does  not  flock  to  London. 

In  short,  whether  in  Town  or  in  the  Country,  my 
Mind  is  open,  to  all  the  innocent  Enjoyments  that  Eng- 
land affords. 

Conscious  of  the  Purity  of  my  Intentions,  I have  dur- 
ing the  Confusions  of  the  present  unhappy  American 
War  kept  myself  calm  and  undisturbed,  and  now  think 
that  I shall  soon  be  happy  in  the  Company  of  my  Family 
and  Friends. 

Remember  me  to  my  Mother,  my  Children,  my  Breth- 
ren & Friends. 

I am  my  dearest  Polly 

Yr  lovs  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  Fareham  23d  Augt  i777- 

This  Day  never  shall  be  forgotten  by  me;  May  it  stand 
distinguished  from  every  Day  in  the  Year  by  some  Mark, 
bright  as  your  Fame,  clear  as  your  spotless  Honour.  O 
would  it  please  the  supreme  Controuler  of  all  Events,  on 
this  Day,  to  restore  Peace  to  America,  and  effect  a happy 
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Reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies.  — 
Our  Sons  and  Daughters  will  read  the  History  of  these 
Times  with  Horror,  and  anxiously  enquire  what  Crimes 
their  Ancestors  had  been  guilty  of,  that  such  complicated 
Distresses  were  permitted  to  overtake  them. 

What  Ease,  Peace  and  Plenty  reigned  only  ten  Years 
ago  from  Georgia  to  Nova  Scotia.  — How  totally  changed 
the  Face  of  Things  at  this  Day! 

What  Breast  so  hard  as  not  to  feel  for  the  unfortunate! 
What  Thousands  have  already  lost  their  Lives  in  this 
unhappy  War!  Liberty  one  of  the  choicest  Blessings  that 
mankind  enjoy,  so  bought,  wert  almost  bought  too  dear. — - 
I was  greatly  rejoiced  to  find,  in  my  last  Letter  from 
my  Friend  Mr  Goodale,  that  you  was  well;  since  which,  I 
hear  that  yourself  and  Children  had  passed  safely  through 
the  small  Pox,  by  Inoculation.  — 

Such  an  Event  cannot  fail  of  raising  in  my  Breast  the 
most  exalted  Gratitude  to  the  supreme  Being.  — It  gives 
me  singular  Pleasure  to  hear,  that  you  maintain  a constant 
Chearf ulness ; a Consciousness  of  the  Purity  of  your 
Intentions,  in  addition  to  a natural  Fortitude  of  Mind, 
will,  I am  confident  enable  you  through  every  changing 
Scene  of  Life,  to  support  an  equal  Temper.  — 

It  shall  be  my  Ambition  to  do,  Nothing  unworthy  of 
You.  — 

Was  it  necessary,  I should  earnestly  recommend  to  you, 
to  avoid  an  Error,  most  People  fall  into,  an  Overlooking 
a thousand  Blessings  because  they  are  deprived  of  One.  — 
I could  enumerate  to  you  many  Benefits  which  you  enj  oy, 
and  which  demand  your  warmest  acknowledgements,  but  I 
know  your  own  good  Sense  will  point  them  out  to  you,  and 
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that  they  are  the  constant  Causes  of  Gratitude  to  Heaven. 

Could  you  prevail  on  yourself  to  write  me,  I should 
be  extremely  glad;  for  though  I often  hear  from  you, 
it  is  not  equal  to  the  Pleasure  of  knowing  from  your  own 
Hand  that  you  are  well.  — 

Should  I desire  you  to  remember  me  to  either  of  our 
lovely  Children  in  Preference  to  the  other,  I should  do 
Injustice  to  the  other  three,  they  are  all  equally  dear  to  me. 

My  Mother  claims  my  most  cordial  Remembrance.  — 
May  that  Love  and  Tenderness,  which  you  manifested  to 
me,  while  I was  with  you,  now  that  I am  absent,  be  direct- 
ed to  Her.  — The  many  Instances  of  Friendship,  which  I 
have  experienced  from  the  Everitts  & Gaytons,  challenge 
my  constant  Thanks  — they  all  desire  to  be  remembered 
to  you  and  my  Mother.  — Mrs  Everit  often  mentions  my 
Mothers  kindness  to  Her  when  She  was  in  Salem.  - — 

My  dearest  Polly,  the  Flame  of  Love  shall  never  be 
extinguished  till  the  Oil  which  supplies  the  Lamp  of 
Life  is  totally  exhausted ; and  even  then,  shall  it  cease 
only  for  a short  moment,  to  be  rekindled,  in  that  friendly 
Climate,  where  it  shall  continue  for  ever.  — 

Yr  lovs  Husband 

Benja  Pickman. 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  13  Oct'  1778. 

I have  lately  seen  Mr  John  Bickford,  who  left  Salem  in 
Janry  last;  by  him  I rejoiced  to  hear  that  he  often  saw 
you,  and  you  were  very  well.  Bickford  was  in  want  of 
Clothes,  I supplyed  him  with  what  I could  spare.  — 

I have  also  seen  Mr  Breden  (who  lived  formerly  with 
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Mr  Prat  of  Chelsea),  he  tells  me  that  he  was  at  Salem  in 
March,  and  spent  several  Hours  at  my  Mothers  and  that 
my  Mother  was  very  well.  I saw  Parnall  who  was  taken 
in  a Schooner  commanded  by  Cap11  Felt,  bound  from  Vir- 
ginia to  some  Part  of  Europe.  — 

Mr  Bickford  is  gone  a Whaleing  and  expects  to  be  Six 
or  Eight  Months  on  his  Voyage.  — Breden  is  soon  going 
to  Sea,  and  I believe  Parnall  likewise. 

I recd  very  lately  Letters  from  Mr  Martin  & John 
Palmer  of  Salem  desiring  me  to  supply  them  with  Cash, 
this  I could  not  do  unless  I borrowed  the  Money  of  some 
one  here,  which  would  be  difficult.  — If  the  War  con- 
tinues, in  all  Probability  many  others  will  be  in  the  un- 
fortunate Situation  of  Palmer  & others.  I wish  their 
Friends  in  America  would  remit  through  Holland  or 
Spain  Money  into,  some  London  Merchants  Hands,  to 
enable  them  to  live  better  than  what  a Prison  affords. 

I desire  to  be  thankful  that  I have  enjoyed  a great 
Degree  of  Health,  during  my  abode  in  England,  and 
hope  by  prudent  Care  to  have  it  continued.  It  is  my  hour- 
ly Wish  that  the  unhappy  War  may  soon  come  to  an  End, 
and  that  long  seperated  Friends  may  once  more  be  happy 
in  each  others  Company.  It  is  matter  of  great  Consolation 
to  me  that  I have  left  my  Children  under  your  excellent 
Management  and  so  long  as  you  have  your  Health  and 
Spirits  I cannot  be  unhappy.  — 

Remember  me  to  my  Mother,  our  Children  and  all 
Friends.  From  your  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

PS  I hear  that  Col1  Browne  and  Family  & Mr  Sargent 
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are  well  in  Wales,  and  Mr  Dowse.  Mr  Curwen  at  Exeter. 
I saw  Mr  Foster  & Doctor  Dabney  lately  at  Hoddesdon 


Dear  Son 


London  27th  May  1779 


I received  your  Letter  dated  the  first  of  December  last, 
and  was  extremely  rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  Wellfare,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Family. 

I much  wonder  at  your  not  receiving  Letters  from  me 
of  a later  Date  than  that  mentioned  in  yours,  as  I have 
written  several  to  you  and  my  other  Relations,  particular- 
ly one  to  you  and  Polly,  which  I sent  by  a careful  Person, 
and  was  in  Hopes,  it  would  have  been  delivered  to  you. 

In  that  Letter  I mentioned  all  Accounts  from  Salem 
gave  me  the  most  pleasing  News  that  you  and  Polly  have 
behaved  with  great  Propriety,  and  that  all  yr  friends  were 
delighted  with  the  Conduct  of  both  you,  and  that  I should 
be  excessively  happy  in  your  Company. 

In  answer  to  your  Letter  I say,  that  I always  intended 
you  should  have  had  a College  Education  and  if  your  In- 
clination led  that  Way,  that  you  should  have  followed  the 
Law.  However,  as  I am  intirely  satisfied  with  your  Moth- 
ers Management,  I leave  it  with  Her  to  direct  what  Course 
of  Life  you  should  pursue,  at  the  same  Time  wishing  Her 
to  consult  y6ur  own  Inclination.  If  you  incline  to  mer- 
chandize, I would  by  no  Means  disappoint  your  Wishes  $ it 
will  doubtless  be  in  my  Power  in  some  future  Day  to  as- 
sist you.  Whatever  Plan  you  follow  to  obtain  a Subsis- 
tance  in  Life,  I earnestly  desire  you  to  avoid  all  solicitude. 
It  is  not  my  ambition  to  see  you  a rich  Man,  but  a good 
man.  Your  Cousin  Billy  Eppes  went  on  Board  his  Maj- 
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esty’s  Ship  Arethusa,  a Passenger  with  Cap1  Charles  Ev- 
eritt  (whom  your  Friends  know)  in  March  last,  to  convoy 
some  Ships  off  the  Coast ; the  Arethusa  was  lost  on  the 
Coast  of  France  but  happily  all  the  Crew  saved.  Your 
Cousin  is  now  a Prisoner  in  France,  living  where  he  is 
treated  with  great  Kindness.  His  Mother  has  received 
several  Letters  from  him.  Your  acquaintance  Billy  Brown 
is  an  Ensign  in  the  58th  Regiment  of  Foot.  Your  acquaint- 
ance Tommy  Lechmere  is  gone  to  the  East  Indies,  in  all 
Probability  he  will  return  with  a large  Fortune. 

Pray  remember  me  to  Mr  Nat  Sparhawk  and  tell  him  I 
will  write  him  soon,  I saw  his  two  Brothers  Yesterday, 
they  are  very  well.  If  you  still  live  with  Mr  Williams, 
remember  me  to  him. 

Mrs  Sparhawk’s  Brother  is  very  well  — I likewise  saw 
him  Yesterday,  he  is  lately  married,  which  I suppose  they 
have  heard  at  Haverhill. 

My  Love  to  your  Mother,  Duty  to  your  Grandmother, 
and  Love  to  Polly  and  the  two  Boys. 

Your  Aunt  Gardiner  is  very  well  and  Mr  & Mrs  Routh ; 
Nabby  is  subject  to  Fits,  their  other  three  Children  are 
well;  they  all  live  in  Bristol.  Remember  me  to  your 
Uncle  and  Aunt  Frye  and  my  good  Friend  Mr  Goodale. 

With  every  Wish  for  your  Happiness 
I subscribe  myself 

Yr  lov§  Father 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  2 7th  Ma7  1 779- 

It  afforded  me  very  great  Pleasure  to  receive  a Letter 
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from  Son  Benja  and  to  find  you  are  all  well.  I should  be 
extremely  glad  to  receive  Letters  from  my  other  Relations, 
especially  from  you.  I know  of  no  Reason  that  can  pre- 
vent your  writing. 

I would  not  have  a Syllable  mentioned  that  should  give 
Offence  to  the  Reigning  Powers. 

All  I wish  to  know  is  your  Health  and  the  Rest  of  my 
dear  Friends.  How  are  Polly  and  Tommy  & Billy?  I am 
extremely  glad  to  hear  that  my  Mother  is  well  and  that 
the  present  Disorders  affect  her  not.  I sincerely  wish  her 
Peace,  Serenity  of  Mind,  and  every  Comfort  that  her  nu- 
merous Relations  around  her  can  give.  I know  She  will 
be  happy  when  this  miserable  Existence  is  ended.  I write 
to  Benja  by  this  Conveyance.  I shall  send  the  Letters  to 
New- York  to  Dr  Oliver  and  desire  him  to  forward  them 
to  New  England.  As  many  Persons  in  Salem  have  Friends 
here,  for  their  Sakes,  I shall  write  you  where  they  are  and 
how  they  live.  Col1  Browne  & Family,  Mr  Sargent  & Mr 
Dowse  all  live  in  great  tranquility  in  Wales,  the  Country  is 
delightful,  the  Living  cheap,  and  they  have  several  very 
agreable  Acquaintances.  Mr  Curwen  is  at  Exeter,  pre- 
paring a History  of  his  Travels  since  he  left  America, 
which  takes  up  the  whole  of  his  Time,  that  he  is  free  from 
the  Head  Ach.  — Mr  Cabot  resides  at  Lambeth  not  a mile 
from  London,  and  every  morning  by  advice  of  his  Phy- 
sician takes  a View  on  Horse  back  of  the  beautiful  Gardens 
that  surround  the  Metropolis  of  Europe.  His  Health  is 
not  worse  than  when  he  left  Salem.  — Mr  Porter  the 
Lawyer  is  well,  it  is  difficult  to  give  any  account  of  him. 
Cap1  Poynton  left  London  last  July  or  August,  some  Per- 
sons here  suppose  he  went  to  Salem,  if  he  did  not,  he  cer- 
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tainly  took  a much  longer  voyage.  Tis  all  Conjecture  on 
this  Side  of  the  Water  where  he  is.  I had  the  Pleasure  of 
seeing  Mrs  Fisher  last  Monday ; both  She  and  Mr  Fisher 
are  extremely  well.  — 

I wrote  to  Benja  about  my  own  Relations,  and  dare  say 
he  will  be  happy  to  show  you  his  Letter. 

I shall  write  to  my  Mother  in  the  afternoon  of  this  Day. 
I dine  to  Day  with  Mr  Jackson  who  was  carted  out  of 
Boston  some  Time  ago,  and  who  lives  in  the  same  House 
with  me.  I must  not  omit  Dr  Dabney  who  (as  the  Phrase 
is  here)  has  lately  walked  the  Hospitals.  He  is  very  well, 
in  better  spirits  than  I ever  knew  him,  very  dressy  and  only 
wants  his  Family  here,  and  a few  hundred  Pounds  a Year 
to  be  completely  happy.  y,  ^ 

Benja  Pickman 

P S Mr  & Mrs  Mather  are  well  and  lately  gone  to  Live  in 
Wales.  I saw  Mrs  Hay  in  November  last.  She  is  lately 
gone  to  her  Husbands  Friends  in  Scotland. 

A/r  . ^ „ London,  August  2d  I77Q. 

My  dearest  Polly.  ’ & 7/7 

It  afforded  me  very  great  Happiness  to  hear  by  Benja’s 
Letter  by  Mrs  Timmins  that  you  and  the  rest  of  my  Fam- 
ily were  well. 

I wrote  you  about  Six  Weeks  ago  by  the  Way  of  New- 
York  and  hope  those  Letters  reached  you.  I shall  remain 
in  London  three  or  four  months  longer  and  then  shall  per- 
haps go  to  Bristol  for  a month  as  Doctor  Gardiners  Family 
are  there.  Mrs  Routh  is  at  Bristol.  Mr  Routh  is  in  very 
good  Business  at  Pool.  Mr  Willard  of  Lancaster  will 
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have  the  Charge  of  these  Letters.  I shall  write  to  many 
of  my  Friends  by  him. 

I have  not  received  any  Letter  from  you  for  above 
three  Years.  I Sincerely  lamented  the  Distress  you  suf- 
fer*^ at  the  late  Fire,  and  rejoice  that  the  Damage  was  no 
greater.  Whatever  your  Conduct  shall  be  either  to  stay 
in  New-England  or  come  over  to  me,  I shall  intirely  ap- 
prove it.  I think  however,  that  the  present  War  will  not 
continue  One  Year  longer.  I am 


Yr  affece  Husband 


Benja  Pickman 


My  dearest  Polly  London  ^ Decf  1 779 

I was  extremely  glad  to  find  by  a Letter  from  Polly 
that  you  were  all  very  well  in  October.  I have  not  re- 
ceived a Letter  from  you  for  above  two  Years ; I should 
be  rejoiced  to  have  a Letter  from  you. 

I never  omit  any  Opportunity  of  writing  to  you.  I still 
remain  in  perfect  Health  and  find  Friends  in  every  Part 
of  England  where  I go.  I hear  Mr  Carpenter  is  at  Bristol, 
I intend  to  send  this  by  him.  I most  sincerely  wish  you 
Health  and  Happiness,  and  that  the  Time  may  soon  ar- 
rive when  we  shall  meet  in  that  safety  we  did  before  the 
Commencement  of  the  American  War.  I am  my  dearest 
Polly,  with  the  most  unfeigned  Love  and  Esteem  for  you 

Yr  a ffece  Husband  -r,  . tv  i 

Benja  Pickman 


My  dearest  Polly.  L°nd°n  3 JanUary  1 78°' 

The  Cartel  being  still  at  Bristol,  I take  the  Opportunity 
of  writing  to  you  another  Letter. 
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I sincerely  wish  you  all  Happiness,  and  that  new  Joys 
may  attend  on  you,  another  added  Year. 

I have  sent  by  Mr  Jonathan  Gardner  Junr,  Five  Pairs 
of  Silver  Buckles,  one  for  each  of  our  dear  Children,  and 
one  for  Sally  Pickman  my  Brother  Clark’s  eldest  Daugh- 
ter. Colonel  Frye  has  sent  one  Pair  for  his  Daughter 
Betsey,  which  the  Colonel  has  written  on  for  her. 

I was  extremely  glad  to  find  that  our  Children  were 
well,  and  that  you  were  so  particular  in  the  Mention  of 
them. 

Pray  write  me  by  every  Opportunity,  for  I receive  the 
greatest  Pleasure  in  hearing  from  you  and  the  Rest  of  my 
dear  Friends.  If  you  will  write  by  the  Way  of  New- 
York  whenever  any  Cartel  goes  from  Boston  to  that  City 
and  direct  them  to  the  Care  of  Mr  Bartholomew  Sullivan 
near  the  Fly  Market,  he  will  take  particular  Care  to  send 
them  to  me.  I shall  desire  Mr  & Mrs  Routh  to  write  to 
you,  they  both  have  so  often  express’d  the  firmest  Regard 
for  you,  and  frequently  have  declared  that  you  occupy 
one  of  the  first  Places  in  their  Love. 

Routh  is  now  fully  established  in  Business  and  in  such 
a Way  as  will  give  himself  and  Family  a very  decent  Sup- 
port j I am  in  great  Hopes  that  the  Gentleman  with  whom 
he  lives  will  take  him  into  Partnership  in  which  Case  his 
Situation  will  be  truly  eligible. 

I shall  continue  in  London  this  Winter,  and  in  the 
Spring  make  an  Excursion  into  Worcestershire,  Hereford- 
shire and  some  other  Countries. 

I expect  another  Opportunity  of  writing  to  you  shortly 
by  Mr  Oliver  Smith  who  goes  to  Boston  by  the  Way  of 
Amsterdam. 
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With  ardent  Wishes  to  see  you,  and  fervent  Desires  for 
you'r  Well  fare, 

I remain  with  increasing  Love  and  Affection  for  you, 

Yr  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  1 2 ^ 1 ?8° 

I have  lately  written  to  you  by  Mr  Carpenter,  andMr  Jona 
Gardner  Junr  and  have  sent  by  the  latter  a Pr  of  Buckles 
for  each  of  our  Children,  and  a Pr  for  Sally  Pickman. 

It  is  uncertain  when  Mr  Carpenter  will  sail,  as  his  Vessel 
is  claimed  here  by  a Gentleman  who  owned  it  when  it 
sailed  from  Jamaica  to  London  last  June. 

Mr  Oliver  Smith  the  Bearer  of  this,  intending  to  sail 
from  hence  next  Week  to  Amsterdam,  and  from  thence  to 
Boston  I shall  trouble  him  with  the  Carriage  of  it  and 
hope  it  will  come  safe  to  Hand. 

I wrote  you  by  Mr  Carpenter  that  Billy  Eppes  is  ex- 
changed, and  is  arrived  safe  in  England:  during  his  Cap- 
tivity he  was  treated  with  great  Kindness  by  the  French. 

Dr  Gardiner  and  Co1  Frye  are  still  here  and  both  well. 
Mrs  Gardiner  and  Love,  & Mr  Rouths  Family  are  all  well. 
If  you  can  purchase  a Bill  of  Mr  Gilchrist  without  any  In- 
convenience to  yourself  and  send  it  to  me,  I shall  be  very 
glad.  Pray  remember  me  to  Mr  Gilchrist  the  first  Time 
you  meet  with  him,  and  tell  him  that  I have  lately  been 
for  a Fortnight  at  Oxford,  staying  with  John  Whalley 
Esqr.  Son  of  the  late  Doctor  Whalley  & Grandson  of 
Barnard  Gardiner  who  was  a Head  of  one  of  the  Colleges 
when  Mr  Gilchrist  was  a Student  at  Oxford.  There  is  not 
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perhaps  in  the  World  a more  beautiful  City  than  Oxford; 
the  Width  and  Regularity  of  the  Streets,  the  magnificence 
of  the  Colleges  and  other  public  Buildings,  & the  delight- 
ful Walks  all  around  it,  contribute  to  make  it  a most  de- 
sirable Place.  I passed  my  Time  at  Oxford  in  a very 
agreable  Manner,  — 

I dined  several  Times  in  the  different  Colleges  with 
the  Doctors  & Batchelors  in  Divinity  and  had  a fine  Op- 
portunity after  Dinner  of  hearing  their  Conversation  in 
the  Common  Room,  where  they  all  meet.  While  I was 
there  I attended  several  Lectures  by  a Dr.  Scot,  on  the 
Literature  of  antient  Greece. 

I think  it  will  not  be  unentertaining  to  you  to  read  in 
what  Manner  I spend  my  Time.  You  will  find  it  not 
passed  altogether  in  an  useless  and  unprofitable  Way. 

I have  now  been  in  London  above  a Month,  and  find 
that  my  Friends  here  treat  me  with  the  same  unreserved 
Kindness  that  has  always  distinguished  their  conduct  to- 
wards me,  ever  since  my  first  Arrival  among  them. 

Pray  remember  me  to  my  Mother,  our  dear  Children, 
my  Brothers  and  their  Wives,  Mrs  Frye  and  the  rest  of 
our  Relations  and  Friends,  I cannot  omit  Goodale  by 
Name,  having  recd  many  Letters  from  him. 

Yr  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  6‘h  Ma^  r78a 

I have  lately  written  to  you  by  Mr  O.  Smith,  Mr  Car- 
penter and  Mr  Gardner,  and  hope  you  will  receive  the  Let- 
ters safe. 
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I shall  soon  go  into  some  Part  of  the  Country  about  a 
hundred  miles  from  London  to  stay  the  Summer,  and  if 
you  do  not  hear  from  me  you  must  attribute  it  to  that. 

Dr  Gardiner  and  Family  have  removed  from  Bristol  to 
Poole  and  live  in  the  same  House  with  Mr  Routh  and 
Family,  they  are  all  very  well. 

Colonel  Frye  and  his  Son  are  in  London.  Dr  Oliver  is 
appointed  Surgeon  to  the  Regiment  and  lives  at  Norwich. 

We  are  all  anxiously  waiting  the  Return  of  Peace  and 
hope  and  expect  the  Fruits  of  it  will  return  to  us  as  well  as 
to  the  Rest  of  Mankind.  My  last  Letters  from  you  were 
by  Mr  Carpenter.  I wish  you  could  find  more  frequent 
Opportunities  of  writing.  Pray  give  my  Duty  to  my 
Mother,  Love  to  our  dear  Children  and  Brothers  and  Mrs 

^r^e*  Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

PS  I have  lately  heard  from  all  our  Townsmen  living  in 
different  Parts  of  England  and  they  are  well. 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  May  1 7 8° 

Cap1  Carpenter  having  stayed  in  England  much  longer 
than  I expected,  I have  written  by  him  and  Mr  Gardner 
several  Letters  to  you  and  my  Mother  and  Children. 

I have  sent  by  Mr  Gardner  a Pair  of  Buckles  for  each 
of  the  Children  and  one  for  Sally  Pickman  (my  Brother 
Clarke’s  Daughter)  which  wish  safe  to  you. 

I recd  a Letter  about  a month  since  from  Porter  Wil- 
liams (Son  of  Cap1  Sam  Williams  of  Salem)  who  is  a Pris- 
oner in  Forton  near  Gosport  desiring  me  to  send  him  some 
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Relief  j I desired  a Friend  of  mine  who  lives  near  the 
Place  to  let  him  have  a Guinea  which  I hope  he  received. 
I had  a Letter  from  Thorndike  Daland  who  is  a Prisoner 
in  some  Part  of  Wales,  but  it  is  totally  out  of  my  Power  to 
supply  from  my  small  Stock  the  Necessities  of  all  who 
apply. 

Dr  Gardiners  Family  are  all  well,  Co1  Frye  has  been  in- 
disposed but  is  now  well,  Routh  & Family  & Dr  Oliver  and 
Wife  are  well.  The  Salem  Gentlemen  in  England  are 
well. 

Dr  Dabney  is  going  to  the  East  Indies  Surgeon  of  an 
East  India  Merchant  Ship  and  expects  to  be  absent  from 
England  two  Years. 

Ben  Frye  informs  me  that  Mrs  Poynton  has  been  in 
mourning  for  her  Husband.  — Cap1  Poynton  is  now  at 
Shrewsbury,  he  had  not  been  heard  of  for  a considerable 
Time,  having  lived  (as  I am  told)  in  some  obscure  Part  of 
Wales.  My  Duty  to  my  Mother,  Love  to  our  dear  Chil- 
dren, and  Brothers  & Mrs  Frye 

I am  Your  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

P S Since  writing  the  above  I have  seen  Dr  Dabney  who 
informs  me  that  he  cannot  prepare  himself  to  go  the  East 
Indies  as  the  Ship  sails  in  three  Days. 

I have  opend  the  Letter  to  insert  this  as  I would  not 
mislead  his  Friends. 

My  dearest  Polly.  Coventry  10*  Nov  1780 

I left  London  the  16th  of  Sept  last  with  a View  of 
seeing  the  different  manufacturing  Towns  in  this  Kingdom. 
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I have  been  a month  in  this  City  and  intend  next  Week 
to  go  to  Birmingham. 

If  you  don’t  hear  from  me  as  often  as  you  formerly  did, 
you  must  attribute  it  to  my  not  knowing  of  Opportunities. 

I have  written  my  Mother  by  this  Opportunity  and  as 
I have  said  in  that  Letter  every  Thing  relating  to  the 
Death  of  my  Sister  Gardiner  must  refer  you  to  that.  You 
must  know  I esteem  her  Death  a heavy  Loss,  as  we  always 
lived  together  in  the  most  affectionate  Manner. 

This  City,  is  almost  ioo  Miles  from  London  and  180 
from  Poole;  I was  informed  of  the  Death  of  Mrs  Gard- 
iner by  a Letter  from  Mr  Routh,  who  together  with  his 
Wife  are  overwhelmed  with  Grief  at  their  great  Loss. 

I recd  a Letter  from  my  Mother  dated  in  July  last  and 
one  from  Benja  and  one  from  Polly  of  the  same  Date  by 
Mr  Temple.  I am  extremely  rejoiced  to  find  you  were  all 
well,  pray  write  by  every  Opportunity  as  Nothing  can  af- 
ford me  any  Pleasure  in  Comparison  of  hearing  of  your 
Wellfare. 

I amuse  myself  here  by  visiting  the  grand  and  magnifi- 
cent Seat  of  Noble  men  who  live  in  this  Neighborhood, 
and  observing  the  different  Manufactories. 

This  is  a large  City  and  the  Inhabitants  carry  on  a great 
Manufactory  in  Ribbons  and  Stuffs.  i 

I hope  Son  Benja  has  entered  College  and  will  improve 
his  Time  to  the  utmost  Advantage;  a good  Education  is 
preferable  to  a great  Estate. 

My  Sister  Gardiner  often  wrote  my  Mother,  I hope  She 
received  some  of  her  Letters. 

Pray  remember  me  to  our  lovely  Children,  I keep  my 
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Eye  constantly  on  that  happy  Period  when  we  shall  once 
more  meet  in  Peace. 

I am  my  dearest  Polly 

Yr  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  hond  Mother.  Coventry  IQth  Noyr  l7*° 

I wrote  you  in  August  last,  that  my  Sister  Mrs  Gardiner 
having  been  seized  with  a Numbness  in  her  Leg  a month 
or  two  before,  had  come  to  Town  to  take  Advice  of  the 
ablest  Physicians  on  the  Case.  While  She  was  in  London, 
which  was  only  one  Week,  the  Physicians  were  divided  in 
their  Opinion  upon  the  Nature  of  her  Disorder.  Soon 
after  her  Return  to  Poole  She  found  the  Complaint  in- 
crease and  went  to  Bath  to  try  the  Efficacy  of  the  Bath  Wa- 
ters. Here  She  soon  found  that  her  Complaint  was  of 
such  an  inveterate  Nature  as  to  baffle  the  Art  of  the  Phy- 
sician and  the  Force  of  Medicine  ; She  therefore  returned 
again  to  Poole,  and  it  is  with  great  Concern  that  I am 
obliged  to  acquaint  you  that  my  dear  Sister  breathed  her 
last  at  Poole  on  Friday  the  third  Instant  at  four  o Clock 
in  the  morning. 

The  many  Friends  which  She  had  made  in  England 
during  her  Residence  here  deeply  regret  the  Loss  of  so 
amiable  a Person,  and  doubtless,  her  numerous  Friends  in 
New-England  will  drop  a Tear  over  the  Grave  of  a Lady 
whose  beauteous  Person,  chearful  Disposition  and  lively 
Understanding  have  been  surpassed  by  Few  who  have 
fallen  Victims  to  the  Power  of  Death.  The  Loss  of  my 
Sister  is  a recent  Proof  of  the  unsubstantial  Nature  of  all 
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human  Blessings;  but  few  months  ago  She  enjoyed  to 
every  outward  Appearance  the  highest  Degree  of  Health, 
and  from  the  temperate  Manner  of  her  living  promised  a 
long  Life;  a Disorder  secret  in  its  Method  of  Operation 
attacks  her,  and  now  She  is  numbered  with  the  silent  dead. 

It  would  be  arrogant  in  me,  to  point  out  to  you  my 
hond  Mother,  the  Methods  of  Consolation  under  this  af- 
flicting Dispensation  of  divine  Providence ; you  have  them 
all  in  your  own  mind,  and  have  frequently  call’d  them 
forth  upon  other  distressing  Occasions,  and  surely  your 
Conduct  here  will  be  such  as  to  add  (if  possible)  an  ad- 
ditional Lustre  to  your  Life  and  Character. 

My  Brothers  will  recollect  the  chearful,  the  innocent 
Hours  we  spent  at  your  Table  when  you  and  my  illustri- 
ous Father  presided  there,  and  lamenting  the  unhappy 
Alteration  of  the  Scene  will  ask  themselves  why  the  su- 
preme Governor  is  thus  contending  with  us ; with  Love  to 
them  and  Mrs  Frye  and  good  Will  to  all,  I am  with  every 
Sentiment  of  filial  Respect  yr  dutiful  gon 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  Warwick  3d  APril  '7*1- 

On  Friday  last  came  on  in  this  Town  before  Justice 
Butler,  the  Trial  of  Cap11  Donellan  for  murdering  by 
Poison  his  Brother  in  Law  Sir  Theodosius  Boughton,  Bar- 
onet. As  this  Affair  engrosses  all  the  Conversation  in 
these  Parts,  I will  give  you  a particular  Narration  of  it, 
and  of  Cap1  Donellan.  Mr  Donellan  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  educated  at  Woolwich  in  the  Knowledge  of  Arms; 
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early  in  Life  he  went  into  the  East  Indies  and  rose  by 
Degrees  to  be  a Captain  of  Foot  in  that  Service. 

He  return’d  from  that  Country  with  a considerable 
Sum  of  Money  which  he  dissipated  in  the  fashionable 
Vices  of  England.  Reduced  to  Want  and  being  of  a gen- 
teel Appearance  he  married  Miss  Boughton  with  a con- 
siderable Fortune.  Soon  after  his  Marriage  he  lived  at 
Lawford  Hall  in  this  County,  the  antient  Seat  of  the 
Boughtons. 

Here  the  enormous  Avarice  of  Donellan  goaded  him 
on  to  remove  the  only  Obstacle  in  his  way,  between  him 
and  an  Estate  of  £1200  a Year,  and  this  he  did  by  Poison, 
on  the  30th  of  August  last. 

Sir  Theodosius  Boughton  was  in  the  21st  Year  of  his 
age,  had  been  rather  unwell,  and  was  under  a very  gentle 
course  of  Physick;  on  the  30th  of  August,  one  Hour  after 
taking  a small  Bottle  of  Physicke,  he  expired ; the  Body 
was  kept  soldered  in  a leaden  Coffin  8 Days  and  then 
buried  in  the  Family  Vault.  The  sudden  Exit  of  Sir 
Theodosius  made  the  Neighbours  imagine  that  he  had 
met  with  foul  Play,  and  their  Clamours  were  so  great  that 
Sir  William  Wheeler  his  Guardian  thought  it  prudent  to 
have  the  Vault  opened  and  the  Body  examin’d,  which  was 
done  three  Days  after  the  Interment  in  the  Church  Yard, 
a vast  Concourse  of  People  attending.  After  a very  ac- 
curate Examination  by  two  Surgeons  and  Physicians  of 
Coventry,  they  gave  it  as  their  Opinion,  that  He  came  to 
his  Death  by  Poison.  From  some  Circumstances  Donellan 
was  suspected  and  committed  to  the  Goal  in  this  Town  in 
October  last. 

At  the  Trial  it  was  given  in  Evidence,  that  Donellan 
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left  the  House  early  in  the  morning  and  when  he  went 
out  desired  the  Coachman  to  observe  which  Door  he  came 
out  of,  for  if  any  Thing  extraordinary  happen’d  he  should 
call  him  for  a Witness.  Lady  Boughton  (the  Mother  of 
Sir  The)  swore,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of 
August  she  gave  her  Son  a Bottle  of  Physick,  that  he 
complained  it  was  very  disagreeable  and  made  him  sick, 
that  she  tarried  ten  Minutes  with  him  when  he  seeming 
better,  She  went  below,  and  returning  again  in  a short 
Time  found  her  Son  speechless,  and  in  the  Agonies  of 
Death ; that  She  sent  for  her  Son  in  Law,  Capt  Donellan, 
who  comeing  in  enquired  which  Bottle  the  Physick  had 
been  in,  and  being  told  immediately  rinsed  the  Bottle  and 
poured  the  Rinsings  into  a Bason  of  dirty  Water.  After 
the  Baronet  was  dead,  JDonellan  went  into  the  Garden  and 
said  to  the  Gardener,  that  his  young  Master  was  dead  and 
that  he  (Donellan)  was  now  Master,  a Thing  which  he 
had  long  wish’d  for.  Three  Days  after  the  Death  of  Sir 
The,  Donellan  produced  a small  Still  filled  with  Lime, 
and  desired  one  of  the  Servants  to  clean  it:  in  this  it  is 
supposed  he  distilled  Laurel  Water  which  is  a deadly 
Poison,  and  having  removed  the  innocent  Vial  prescribed 
by  the  Apothecary,  placed  a Bottle  of  this  Laurel  Water 
in  its  Room,  for  a Bottle  of  it  being  given  to  Lady 
Boughton,  She  said  it  had  the  same  Smell  as  that  her  Son 
had  taken.  The  Trial  lasted  ten  Hours,  the  Judge  was 
very  clear  and  pointed  against  the  Prisoner,  the  Jury  after 
a Consultation  of  only  ten  Minutes  brought  in  their  Ver- 
dict Guilty  y The  Judge  then  condemned  the  Prisoner  and 
observed  to  him,  that  of  all  Crimes  Murder  was  the  worst, 
and  of  all  Murders  that  by  poisoning  the  most  abominable, 
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but  his  Crime  was  heightened  by  poisoning  a near  Rela- 
tion to  whom  he  had  the  most  intimate  Access,  and  ex- 
tremely aggravated  by  makeing  the  Mother  the  Instru- 
ment of  Destruction  to  her  only  Son.  Where  (said  this 
learned  and  upright  Judge)  were  your  Feelings  for  the 
riseing  Hopes  of  your  Family  (for  Donellan  has  left  two 
Daughters),  when  every  step  they  take  over  the  Grounds 
of  their  ancestors,  must  bring  to  Remembrance  the  enor- 
mous Villainy  which  gave  them  Possession. 

Donellan’s  Behaviour  during  his  whole  Trial,  and  at 
the  fatal  Tree,  was  such  as  would  have  done  Honour  to  a 
man  falling  in  the  best  of  Causes  j but  in  him,  arose  from 
a Mind  harden’d  by  Vice,  a Conscience  scared  with  a hot 
Iron. 

“Say  ye  to  the  Righteous  it  shall  be  well  with  Him,  for 
“ he  shall  eat  the  Fruit  of  his  Doings:  Say  ye  to  the  wicked, 
“ it  shall  be  ill  with  him  for  the  Reward  of  his  Hands 
“ shall  be  given  him.” 

Having  seen  almost  all  Warwickshire  I expect  soon  to 
see  Leicestershire ; but  wherever  I am,  I shall  consider  the 
Connection  between  us  with  the  highest  Pleasure,  and 
ardently  desire  that  happy  Hour  when  we  shall  meet 

aSain-  Yr  affece  Husband 

B Pickman 

I shall  write  to  several  of  my  Relations  by  this  Convey- 
ance. 

My  hond  Mother.  Nottingham  24th  May  1 78 1 . 

Your  Letter  of  Septrand  Novrlast  I recd  very  lately,  and 
am  extremely  glad  that  you  have  recovered  from  your 
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late  Indispositon.  It  is  my  ardent  Prayer,  that  you,  and 
my  Wife  and  Children  and  other  dear  Friends  may  be 
preserved  safe  from  the  Calamities  of  War,  and  that  we 
may  meet  again  in  Peace  and  Safety  in  New-England  j but 
above  all  that  when  this  transitory  State  of  Existence  is 
ended,  we  may  mix  in  the  sweet  and  friendly  Society  of 
Saints  and  Angels  and  the  Spirits  of  just  Men  made  per- 
fect, in  the  Realms  of  unfading  Happiness. 

We  were  made  for  Immortality  and  to  gain  the  Favour 
of  our  benevolent  Creator  by  Acts  of  Charity  and  Love: 
but  how  small  a Part  of  Mankind  are  actuated  by  those 
noble  Principles,  for  at  the  moment  I now  write  the  Na- 
tions of  the  Earth  are  engaged  in  War  and  Slaughter,  and 
there  appears  no  End  of  those  Commotions  which  shake 
the  World.  We  have  this  Consolation,  that  a Being  pre- 
sides above,  who  has  a tender  Concern  for  all  his  Off- 
spring, and  who  can  educe  Good  from  Evil,  and  make  the 
Disorders  answer  the  wisest  Purposes,  though  to  us  un- 
known. While  I possess  these  thoughts  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  be  unhappy:  uncomfortable  Ideas  may  often  for  a 
moment  arise  in  the  Mind,  but  they  are  immediately  dis- 
sipated by  the  Consideration,  that  the  great  Master  of  the 
Drama  hath  assigned  me  a Part  which  is  best  for  me,  and 
if  I do  not  counteract  his  gracious  Designs,  in  the  End  I 
shall  find  it  most  for  my  Happiness.  For  any  One  to 
complain  of  the  present  Times  as  the  worst  and  most  dis- 
agreable  of  any,  argues  a Mind  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  History  of  Mankind.  The  History  of  Mankind,  from 
Adam,  through  all  the  succeeding  Generations  of  Men, 
down  to  the  present  Hour  of  Phrensy  and  Distraction, 
is  little  else  than  a History  of  War,  Tumult  and  Blood- 

[12411 


Letters  Written  by  Benjamin  Pickman 

shed.  Avarice  and  Ambition,  those  insatiable  Passions, 
have  goaded  Men  on  in  every  Age  to  commit  horrid  Dep- 
redations upon,  and  to  devour  each  other:  From  whence 
it  was,  that  the  wisest  among  the  Heathen,  considering 
this  Life  in  general  as  one  continued  Scene  of  Misery  and 
Distress,  were  led  to  expect  an  after  state,  from  which  the 
turbulent  and  wicked  should  be  for  ever  banished ; that 
they  were  right  in  their  Opinion  we  have  the  most  incon- 
testible  Evidence;  let  us  therefore  wait  with  Patience  till 
the  happy  Hour  arrives  when  the  quiet,  the  meek,  the 
humble,  will  be  admitted  to  Mansions  of  eternal  Repose. 

The  Respect  I have  for  you,  my  Affection  for  Mrs  Pick- 
man  and  my  Children,  my  Love  for  my  Brethren  and 
Sister  and  my  Regard  for  my  Friends,  are  all  as  lively  and 
as  strong  as  they  were  on  the  morning  in  which  I left  my 
native  Land,  and  are  to  be  destroyed  only  by  Death  itself. 

I am  your  dutiful  Son 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  Derby  10  Au®ust  r78l‘ 

My  last  to  you  was  from  Nottingham  of  the  middle  of 
May.  I tarried  there  till  the  Beginning  of  June  then 
came  to  this  Place  and  remained  here  a Week,  then  went 
to  Matlock  Bath  an  agreable  watering  Place  frequented 
by  much  genteel  Company,  here  I remained  a Week,  then 
visited  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Cheshire  and  some  other 
Counties,  and  passed  my  Time  very  agreably  in  observ- 
ing the  different  Manufactories  and  the  populous  Town 
and  fertile  Countries  through  which  I passed.  I re- 
turned to  this  Place  the  first  Instant  and  shall  stay  about 
io  Days  then  proceed  to  Warwickshire  earnestly  wishing 
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for  a Restoration  of  Peace  that  I may  pass  my  Days  in 
Tranquility  at  Home. 

I am  with  Love  to  all 

Yr  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  Birmingham  1 8*  April  1782. 

I wrote  you  lately  by  Mr  Sigourney  who  goes  by  the 
Way  of  Holland. 

Having  now  an  Opportunity  by  Mrs  Borland  I chear- 
fully  embrace  it.  The  People  of  this  Country  are  now 
in  full  Expectation  of  Peace  with  America,  General  Con- 
way having  moved  in  March  last  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  no  offensive  War  be  carried  on  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  this  he  carried  with  a small  Majority:  there  has 
been  lately  a great  Change  in  the  Ministry,  the  greatest 
ever  knowrn  in  England  from  the  Conquest  down  to  this 
Day,  and  all  the  new  Ministry  are  for  Peace  with  America 
and  the  Dutch ; I suppose  you  will  have  heard  of  these 
Things  long  before  this  reaches  you.  My  last  Letters 
from  Salem  were  dated  in  Septr  last  inclosing  Mr  Dowses 
Bill  which  is  paid;  Mr  Andrew  Cabot’s  was  paid  some 
Time  ago. 

My  Love  to  the  Children  and  I remain 
Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

B Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  Birmingham  6*  May  1782. 

I look  upon  the  Death  of  my  Brother  Clark  as  a great 
Loss  to  you  all  and  sincerely  sympathize  with  you.  I 
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have  not  the  smallest  Doubt  of  your  doing  every  Thing 
in  your  Power  to  promote  the  happiness  of  my  Brothers 
Widow  and  dear  Children ; and  I request  you  to  charge 
our  Children  for  ever  to  treat  them  with  the  greatest 
Love  and  Friendship.  O instill  into  their  tender  minds 
the  Precepts  of  loving  their  Relations  and  how  pleasing 
it  is  in  the  Sight  of  Heaven. 

I desire  to  be  thankful  that  in  the  Midst  of  the  Dis- 
tresses which  have  overtaken  me  I enjoy  the  most  vigor- 
ous State  of  Health,  and  my  Manner  of  Life  is  such  that 
I am  under  no  Apprehension  of  losing  it,  yet  as  I have 
often  known  Disease  to  invade  the  chastest  Temperance, 
I build  no  presumptuous  hopes  upon  the  Continuance  of  it. 

Mr  Routh  having  been  appointed  Collector  of  the  Cus- 
toms at  Newfoundland  soon  embarks  for  that  Island,  by 
him  I entrust  the  Care  of  these  Letters  and  wish  them  safe 
to  Hand. 

Remember  me  to  our  dear  Children. 

I am  Your  ever  affece  Husband 

B Pickman 

My  dear  Children.  Birmingham  1 8 Sept  x 782. 

It  gave  me  great  Pleasure  to  hear  that  you  entered  the 
Grammar  School  on  the  2 2d  of  July  last.  You  have  now 
an  Opportunity  of  laying  a Foundation  for  future  Hap- 
piness, and  makeing  yourselves  respectable  through  Life, 
and  I doubt  not,  but  you  will  improve  it.  I often  see  two 
Boys  of  your  Age  (Sons  of  Doctor  Oliver)  and  by  observ- 
ing them  imagine  how  much  you  are  grown,  I hope  the 
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Time  will  soon  arrive  when  I shall  see  you  and  converse 
with  you.  yr  affece  Father 

Benja  Pickman 


My  dearest  Polly.  Birmingham  Sept  I9>  1782. 

Your  Letter  of  the  2 2d  of  July  which  I received  on 
Sunday  last  afforded  me  the  sincerest  Pleasure  — I con- 
dole with  you  on  the  Loss  of  my  dear  Brother  Clarke  and 
rejoice  that  you  and  the  Rest  of  our  dear  Relations  are 
well  — When  General  Conway  in  the  House  of  Commons 
last  Spring  motioned  that  a Stop  should  be  put  to  the 
American  War,  I fondly  hoped  that  Peace  was  at  no 
great  Distance,  the  Prospect  now  doth  not  appear  so  bright 
as  at  that  Time.  I am  truly  glad  that  Benja  behaves  in 
the  regular  Manner  he  does  at  College,  and  proves  so 
good  a Scholar,  if  he  inclines  to  study  the  Law  after 
leaving  College,  I should  prefer  that  to  any  Thing  else,  if 
he  does  not  I would  have  him  follow  his  Genius.  I re- 
ceived the  Bill  for  41.0.0  and  have  sent  it  to  London  for 
Acceptance:  that  of  Mr  Cabots  and  Mr  Fishers  were  both 
paid. 

Pray  inform  Mr  Daniel  King  I received  his  Letter,  and 
desired  Mr  Joy  of  London  to  make  Enquiry  for  his  Son 
who  wrote  me  he  would  and  acquaint  Mr  King  of  it. 


I am  Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 


My  dearest  Polly.  Birmingham  20'h  Febrv  1 783. 
Your  Letter  of  the  30th  of  December  last  was  extreme- 
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ly  Wellcome  to  me ; I never  felt  greater  Joy  than  at  seeing 
your  Name. 

The  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America  being  now  concluded,  I shall  return  the  first 
favourable  Opportunity  after  my  hearing  the  Proscrip- 
tion Act  of  Massachusetts  State  is  repealed. 

Upon  a Review  of  my  Conduct  during  the  late  War  I 
have  Nothing  to  tax  myself  with;  I was  influenced  by  the 
purest  Principles  of  Loyalty  to  my  late  Sovereign  and  Af- 
fection to  my  Country;  and  when  I return  to  America 
shall  enjoy  what  Fortune  I have  left  from  the  Ruins  of 
War  in  undisturbed  Tranquility.  Pray  remember  me  very 
kindly  to  my  Brother  Clark’s  Widow  and  her  Children; 
whatever  Assistance  I can  afford  any  of  my  dear  Relations 
thay  shall  experience  from  me. 

Yr  affece  Husband 

Benjamin  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  2 June  1 ' ?83- 

I find  that  Mr  White  will  sail  from  hence  as  soon  as  Mr 
Winslow,  so  shall  write  by  him. 

I shall  send  by  him  three  Gowns,  one  for  you,  one  for 
my  Mother  and  one  for  Polly,  I should  send  some  other 
Things  only  am  afraid  of  troubling  him  too  much  — By 
my  Brothers  Letter  of  the  3d  of  April  it  is  uncertain  when 
I can  return  with  Safety  to  New-England  — I am  now 
waiting  impatiently  to  hear  from  you  — in  the  mean  Time 
wish  you  to  send  whatever  Money  you  can  spare  and 
make  the  Bills  payable  to  Lane  Son  and  Fraser,  as  I 
intend  soon  to  ship  Goods  to  you  and  shall  turn  all  my 
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Thoughts  that  way  — Before  I left  Salem  I had  agreed 
with  Nichols  in  case  I should  remain  to  build  me  a brick 
store  on  your  Uncles  Land,  but  my  sudden  Departure  pre- 
vented — I hope  I shall  soon  accomplish  what  I then  in- 
tended and  desire  you  to  write  Word  what  Goods  will 
best  answer. 

It  may  perhaps  appear  to  many  that  I have  lost  8 or  9 
Years  of  my  Life  in  my  absence  from  Home  and  that  I 
have  acted  an  unwise  Part;  to  me  it  appears  far  different. 
Circumstances  alter  Cases  — When  I left  America  I 
thought  it  prudent  — and  never  shall  regret  that  I took 
that  Path  that  appeard  best  to  my  uncorrupted  Under- 
standing— I shall  return  with  Joy,  because  I return  to  a 
virtuous,  spotless  Family  — all  my  Prayers  have  been  an- 
swered in  the  Preservation  of  our  mutual  Integrity. 
Whatever  Time  I can  spare  shall  write  to  other  Friends, 
but  having  been  long  absent  from  this  City,  many  urge  me 
to  dine  & sup  and  make  Excursions  to  their  Country  Seats. 

Yr  aflfece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dear  Children.  London  23d  June  J783- 

I have  sent  each  of  you  a Hat  which  I wish  you  Health 
to  wear — I have  not  orderd  any  gold  or  Silver  Buttons  to 
be  put  on  them,  as  they  are  out  of  Fashion  in  England  and 
are  worn  only  by  Servants. 

I shall  deliver  the  Box  containing  the  Hats  to  Mr  Storer 
of  Boston. 

I have  sent  a small  Trunk  to  your  Brother  Benja  which 
is  in  a Box  belonging  to  Mr  Gore  of  Boston  the  Painter,  if 
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your  Brother  is  at  Salem,  desire  him  either  to  call  or  send 
some  careful  Person  for  it  5 both  the  Boxes  go  by  the 
Count  de  Grasse,  Cap1  Johnson.  We  are  waiting  impa- 
tiently for  Letters  from  Salem ; I was  much  disappointed 
in  not  receiving  any  by  Cap1  Knap  of  Newbury  Port  who 
arrived  here  about  a Week  ago  — 

Yr  affece  Father 

Benja  Pickman 


My  dear  Son.  London  25*  June  1783. 

I write  to  you  on  this  Day  because  it  is  your  Birth  Day 
and  to  show  you  how  much  my  Thoughts  are  employed 
on  my  Family. 

I Yesterday  sent  on  Board  the  Count  de  Grasse  com- 
manded by  Cap1  Johnson  of  Newbury  Port,  a Box  contain- 
ing two  Hats  one  for  you  and  another  for  Thos. 

By  the  next  Ship  I shall  send  you  some  Winter  Stock- 
ings. 

Your  Cousin  Routh  lately  lost  a Son  named  Joseph 
Gutston  Routh. 


Yr  affece  Father 


Benja  Pickman 


My  dearest  Polly.  London  2d  ]uly  1 ^ 

I perceive  by  the  Boston  Papers  that  many  Towns  in 
your  State  have  resolved  that  none  of  the  Absentees  shall 
return  again  5 how  far  this  will  operate  upon  the  whole 
general  Court  I cannot  say  at  present,  perhaps  you  have 
known  long  before  this.  Should  the  Laws  against  me  con- 
tinue, I must  make  the  following  Proposals  to  you,  (after 
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observing  that  while  the  War  continued  I made  my  self 
easy  by  a constant  Expectation  that  Peace  would  restore 
us  to  each  other,  the  War  being  ended  I can  no  longer  bear 
a Separation  from  you.)  It  would  be  equally  agreable 
to  me  to  live  in  Piscataqua  or  Hampton  as  in  Salem,  and 
upon  some  Accounts  I should  prefer  either  of  those  Places. 
I would  therefore  desire  you  immediately  upon  the  Re- 
ceipt of  this  to  apply  to  your  Cousin  Christopher  Toppan 
and  know  for  a certainty  if  I can  be  permitted  to  live  in  his 
State ; if  this  can  be  done  I shall  return  immediately.  If 
I cannot  be  permitted  to  live  in  Hampshire,  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  expect  to  live  in  any  of  the  United  States,  and  then 
my  other  Proposal  is  that  you  and  my  Family  should  come 
to  England;  in  this  Case  I would  have  all  our  real  Estate 
let  to  any  Persons  who  would  hire  it,  and  all  our  personal 
Estate  converted  into  Cash  as  fast  as  possible  and  remitted 
to  us  in  England,  I suppose  Brother  William  and  Mr 
Goodale  would  render  us  all  the  Services  in  their  Power 
very  chearfully  — should  this  last  Proposal  take  Place  I 
would  have  you  leave  Salem  in  the  Beginning  of  May  and 
as  Benja  is  at  College  would  it  not  be  best  that  he  should 
finish  his  Studies  and  follow  you  the  next  Year.  As  to  the 
Situation  of  my  Affairs  I know  Nothing  of  them  but  what 
my  Brother  writes  who  says  they  are  very  well,  You  will 
write  me  directly  and  let  me  know  what  Money  we  have 
at  Interest  and  in  what  Hands.  When  I left  Salem,  Good- 
ale  and  I were  in  Partnership  in  underwriteing,  pray  write 
me  if  that  continues  or  when  it  ceased.  You  will  observe 
that  by  my  Proposal  of  letting  our  Houses  for  the  present, 
it  is  my  Wish  that  our  Children  when  of  Age  may  live  in 
them,  you  will  therefore  inculcate  upon  their  Minds  all 
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Friendship  and  Benevolence  towards  those  who  they  may 
think  have  used  me  hardly. 

There  are  many  Places  in  England  where  living  is  ex- 
tremely cheap,  and  we  can  make  ourselves  very  happy 
upon  a moderate  Income  — Dudley  or  Stafford  are  the 
Places  the  one  of  which  I would  wish  to  live  at.  You  will 
not  fail  of  writes  to  me  by  ever  Opportunity. 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

B Pickman 

My  dear  Children.  L°nd°n  ^ July  ^ 

I have  lately  conversed  with  several  Persons  from  New 
England,  and  they  all  are  of  Opinion,  that  I shall  not  be 
able  to  obtain  Leave  to  return  for  a long  Time. 

Upon  this  Presumption  I have  sent  for  my  Family  to 
England. 

I did  not  like  the  West  Indies,  that  Climate  is  too  hot, 
Canada  is  too  cold,  Halifax  is  not  a quarter  so  pleasant  a 
Country  as  yours,  Port  Roseway  is  yet  in  its  Infancy;  be- 
sides, at  none  of  these  Places  are  good  Schools,  now  in 
England  are  as  good  Schools  as  any  in  Christendom,  then 
as  to  the  Climate  it  is  the  finest  in  the  World. 

I have  seen  Persons  from  France,  Germany,  Spain  and 
Italy  and  even  other  Things  being  equal,  I should  give  the 
Preference  to  this  Country.  England  is  like  a beautiful 
Marble  Statue  done  by  some  excellent  Artist.  England  af- 
fords a spacious  Field  for  Industry,  and  I have  no  Doubt  of 
introducing  you  into  Business,  after  leaving  school,  that  by 
Application  to  it,  will  enable  you  to  live  very  reputably  here, 
or  qualify  you  to  live  in  Salem ; at  which  Place  should  you 
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wish  hereafter  to  live  (I  hope)  you  will  find  Houses. 

I would  have  you  look  upon  all  New  England  people 
as  your  Brethren  — their  Resentment  against  me  gives 
me  no  Uneasiness  — I harbour  not  the  smallest  animosity 
against  my  bitterest  Enemy,  and  I hope  you  will  imbibe 
the  same  Disposition.  I have  found  Friendship,  Kindness 
and  great  Hospitality  in  this  Country,  I only  want  my  Re- 
lations to  make  me  happy.  The  Place  in  which  I purpose 
to  live  is  the  most  populous  Part  of  England. 

Remember  me  to  your  Aunt  Frye  and  Aunt  Pickman, 
and  to  all  your  Cousins. 

Yr  alfece  Father 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  l6tH  ^ r783- 

I have  sent  by  Cap1  Henderson  to  Newbury  Port  a 
small  Box  containing  Six  Pair  of  Shoes  for  you,  and  six 
Pair  of  Hose  for  Thomas  and  William,  and  have  directed 
this  Box  to  the  Care  of  Doctor  Sawyer  at  Newbury  Port. 

The  Box  also  contains  many  Letters  for  my  Family  and 
Friends  and  hope  you  will  send  for  it  immediately. 

I have  within  this  Month  written  to  you  by  4 Ships  and 
hope  they  will  reach  you,  in  which  you  will  find  I have 
desired  you  to  come  to  England  and  unless  I can  be  per- 
mitted to  live  with  you. 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  22  ^ 1 ?83’ 

Your  Letter  of  the  18th  of  June  by  Mr  Barret  gave  me 
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very  great  Pleasure ; I am  truly  thankful  that  two  of  our 
dear  Children  are  recovered  from  the  Measles.  When 
Peace  was  declared  here,  I had  a very  sincere  Desire  to 
return  to  America,  imagining  that  no  Obstacle  whatever 
would  have  been  thrown  in  my  Way;  I confess  my  Desire 
to  return,  every  Day  decreases  — that  Country  is  my 
Country,  whose  Laws  afford  me  Protection,  where  I am 
as  free  as  Air,  and  whose  Inhabitants  never  give  me  a 
scornful  Look. 

I am  firm  to  my  Purpose  that  unless  I can  be  permitted 
to  live  with  you  by  next  Spring  upon  honourable  Terms, 
you  must  come  to  me  — When  I left  America,  I left  my 
Father’s  House,  and  what  was  infinitely  more  painful,  I 
left  you,  my  lovely  Childen,  my  hond  Mother;  all  this 
I submitted  to,  to  preserve  a good  Conscience,  whether  a 
mistaken  one  is  Nothing  to  the  Purpose.  — Many  of  these 
Difficulties  you  will  not  have  to  encounter,  you  will  bring 
your  Children  with  you  and  I hope  my  Mother.  You 
will  come  to  a Husband  who  intimately  knows  your 
Worth,  and  will  do  Honour  to  that  Worth  whenever 
Providence  will  give  him  an  Opportunity,  to  a Husband, 
who  waits  your  Arrival  with  more  Impatience,  than  he 
did  the  happy  Day  that  made  us  One,  because  twenty 
Years  have  convinced  him  that  your  Love  and  Friendship 
are  unconquerable,  that  your  Integrity  no  Corruptions  can 
taint;  you  will  come  to  a Country  which  will  be  dear  to 
you  for  the  Friendship  it  has  shown  to  me,  and  you  will 
leave  a Country  that  thinks  me  unworthy  to  breathe  its 
balsamic  Air.  No  Man  in  England  is  more  attached  to  it 
than  I am,  yet  should  the  legislative  Authority  of  Great 
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Britain  enact  Laws  to  prohibit  your  comeing  hither  I 
would  immediately  quit  this  detested  Kingdom  and  flee  to 
Japan,  if  there,  I could  enjoy  your  delightful  Company. 

I have  written  enough  to  convince  you  of  the  Ardour  of 
my  Desire  to  see  you  by  the  first  of  June  in  London. 

With  uninterrupted  Prayers  for  your  Health  and  Hap- 
piness I remain  „ T T i i 

Y r ever  atiece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

PS  As  my  Return  to  America  is  so  uncertain  I think  it 
not  worth  while  to  send  the  Books  but  shall  keep  the 
Memorandum. 


My  dearest  Polly.  Birmingham  28th  Sept'  1783. 

The  last  Letters  I received  from  Salem  were  dated  the 
middle  of  June.  I am  in  Expectation  of  receiving  Letters 
from  you  by  November  which  will  determine  whether  I 
am  to  live  in  America  or  England.  — 

We  are  quite  in  the  dark  at  present,  in  what  manner 
the  Congress  will  take  up  the  fifth  provisional  article. 

Notwithstanding  the  definitive  Treaty  is  signed  with 
the  Powers  late  at  War  with  great  Britain,  the  Stocks  are 
as  low  as  they  were  in  the  midst  of  War. 

The  Report  at  present  is,  that  Ireland  not  content  with 
the  many  Concessions  made  to  her,  intends  in  the  ap- 
proaching Winter  to  ask  for  more;  I seriously  desire  if 
that  should  be  the  Case,  that  Great  Britain  may  grant  to 
her  absolute  Independence  and  not  repeat  the  Scene  that 
has  been  acted  on  the  American  Theatre.  In  this  enlight- 
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ened  age  all  the  World  are  capable  of  producing  Kings 
and  Governors. 

All  our  Friends  in  England  are  well. 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

P S Mr  William  Smith  son  of  Deacon  Smith  of  Boston 
dind  with  me  a Fortnight  since  by  whom  I heard  you  were  * 
all  well  in  July. 

My  dearest  Polly  Birmingham  23d  Janr>'  1784. 

I received  your  Letters  dated  in  Novr  Yesterday  they 
were  detained  some  Time  in  London ; owing  I suppose  to 
Mr  Farnham’s,  expecting  to  see  me  there  — I recd  my 
Brother  Wm’s  of  the  same  Date  three  Weeks  ago,  and 
am  infinitely  obliged  to  him  for  his  Exertions  in  Favour 
of  my  Return,  whether  they  prove  successful  or  not. 

When  I wrote  to  you  in  July  last  to  come  to  England, 
it  was  upon  the  Presumption  that  I could  not  be  permitted 
to  live  in  any  Part  of  New  England ; at  that  Time  I did 
not  know  that  Providence  was  open  to  all  Loyalists  (as 
they  are  called)  — I have  attentively  considered  my 
Mother’s  and  Brother’s  Letters,  and  am  determined  to  sail 
for  Providence  (unless  that  Door  should  be  shut)  next 
May  or  June  — I therefore  desire  you  to  defer  all 
Thoughts  of  comeing  to  England.  Notwithstanding  the 
uninterrupted  Health  I have  possessed,  the  undisturbed 
Tranquility  I have  enjoyed,  and  the  Delightfulness  of 
this  Country  I will  relinquish  all  for  the  Sake  of  seeing 
my  ever  hon’d  Mother,  my  Brother,  my  Relations  and 
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Friends.  — I wish  you  would  write  me  by  every  Oppor- 
tunity & particularly  if  you  receive  this. 

I shall  soon  write  to  the  Rest  of  my  Friends  — 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 


Dr  Routh 


Birmingham  21  Febr^  1784. 


Yours  of  the  14th  came  safe  to  Hand.  I received  sev- 
eral Letters  from  Salem  after  I wrote  to  you  last  — they 
conveyed  no  other  Intelligence  than  what  I inform’d  you 
of  — my  Friends  were  very  active  in  endeavouring  to 
effect  a Repeal  of  the  Laws  — and  no  Doubt  my  Return 
to  that  country  would  upon  the  whole  be  the  most  eligible, 
though  I forsee  Mortifications  and  Inconveniences  in 
Abundance  — yet  I think  with  that  small  Degree  of  Calm- 
ness of  Disposition  which  I possess,  I can  make  myself 
comfortable  with  my  Family  in  Salem.  When  I first 
launched  upon  the  Ocean  of  Life,  my  Prospect  was  fair 
and  flattering,  like  Job  I had  my  Nest  on  high,  I scarcely 
dreamed  of  any  Diminution  of  Felicity  — I thought  it 
stable  as  the  Mountains,  fond  and  foolish  Expectation!  I 
did  not  apply  my  Knowledge  of  History  to  the  present 
Day,  I could  read  with  great  Tranquility  that  Babylon  the 
Glory  of  the  World  was  laid  in  Ashes  and  in  a Day’s  Space, 
her  Nobles  tumbled  from  the  Pinnacle  of  Riches  and 
Honours  to  drag  an  odious  Life  in  Servitude  and  Misery, 
I could  follow  (as  at  the  Theatre)  the  unhappy  Persons, 
the  Successor  of  Alexander  the  great  and  the  last  of  the 
Macedonian  Monarchs,  when  he  was  led  in  Chains  through 
the  admiring  Crowds  in  the  Streets  of  Rome,  while  his 
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Conqueror  Paulus  Emilius  sat  like  a God  in  his  triumphal 
Chariot.  Innumerable  are  the  Instances  which  prove  the 
Instability  of  human  affairs,  and  yet  I did  not  think  that 
the  Madness  of  Mankind  would  give  me  the  ocular  Proof. 

For  the  remaining  Part  of  my  Life  I shall  be  only  a 
Spectator,  I am  determined  to  preserve  my  Mind  unruf- 
fled should  I see  the  Whole  Fabrick  of  Nature  crumbling 
to  Pieces,  and  the  Wellfare  of  the  human  Species  shall 
never  oblige  me  to  quit  the  Gallery. 

Eight  or  nine  Years  Experience  and  Consideration  have 
given  me  a pretty  clear  Sight  of  Matters.  I now  consider 
myself  as  a Piece  of  Clay  in  the  Hand  of  the  Potter,  (You 
know  Sl  Paul  makes  the  comparison  and  though  it  is  neith- 
er beautiful  nor  sublime  yet  as  it  is  in  the  Book  it  must  be 
true)  and  shall  be  resigned  let  him  mould  and  let  remould 
me  into  what  Form  he  pleases. 

My  Mother  writes  me  that  She  has  the  best  Hopes  that 
my  Return  to  my  native  Country  will  be  made  easy  to  me, 
but  should  that  not  be  the  Case,  though  parting  from  Mrs 
Pickman  and  my  Children  would  make  her  few  remaining 
Years  pass  away  in  Sorrow  and  Uneasiness,  She  would  for- 
tify their  Minds  by  every  Effort  in  her  Power  to  encount- 
er the  Hazards  of  a Voyage  to  England ; this  Conduct  is 
truly  characteristic  of  the  firm  and  unshaken  Goodness  of 
that  venerable  Lady,  with  a Fortitude  becoming  a Roman 
Matron,  She  urges  a Friend  and  Daughter  who  had  been 
her  constant  and  inseperable  Companion  during  a long  and 
tedious  War,  to  depart,  tho’  that  Departure  would  deprive 
her  of  the  greatest  Part  of  her  Happiness.  These  In- 
stances are  rare,  like  a Star  which  on  a cloudy  and  tempes- 
tuous Night  sometimes  breaks  through  the  Gloom  and 
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chears  the  Traveller  and  Sailor.  These  Instances  amidst 
the  wrecks  of  Profligacy,  Vice  and  Folly,  prove  the  Species 
is  still  worth  preserving  and  that  all  Piety  is  not  yet  fled  to 
the  Skies. 

I expect  to  see  you  in  April  next;  however  let  us  cor- 
respond till  that  Time  and  send  me  some  [ |; 

Yl'S  very  aff’y  B Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  3°  May  '7**- 

I have  just  Time  to  inform  you  that  our  dear  Son  ar- 
rived here  in  good  Health  on  Friday  last,  it  gives  me  the 
greatest  Pleasure  to  see  him  — I intend  to  sail  for  Provi- 
dence the  15th  July;  in  the  mean  Time  if  you  can  obtain 
Leave  for  me  to  live  at  Salem,  I know  you  will  do  it. 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  31  May  1784. 

You  may  easily  conceive  the  Heart  felt  satisfaction  I 
received  upon  the  Sight  of  our  dear  Son  after  an  Absence 
of  Nine  Years  and  a half,  he  answers  all  the  Ideas  I had 
form’d  from  the  great  Pains  you  have  taken  with  his  Edu- 
cation, and  I promise  myself  great  Happiness  in  future 
from  his  Company.  I have  received  a deal  of  Informa- 
tion from  Benja,  I wish  you  would  have  the  Garden  Fences 
put  up  in  the  same  Order  they  were  before  the  Fire  — Mr 
Blayneys  Debt  is  very  considerable,  I think  it  absolutely 
necessary  you  should  take  Security  — I do  not  see  how 
he  can  refuse  it.  I shall  write  you  very  often  so  cannot  be 
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very  long.  Pray  remember  me  to  all  especially  to  Dr 
Holyoke  and  tell  him  I am  highly  obliged  to  him  for  ob- 
taining Leave  for  Benja  to  come  to  England. 

Yr  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 


dear  Children.  London  2 June  ^ 

I received  your  two  Letters  and  am  very  glad  to  find 
you  are  in  good  Health  — I expect  to  see  you  next  Sep- 
tember when  I shall  bring  you  the  Things  you  want.  — 
I hope  you  will  follow  your  Studies  very  close. 

Your  Brother  Benja  has  told  me  your  Manner  of  con- 
ducting your  selves  and  I am  much  pleased  with  you.  I am 
very  sorry  for  the  Death  of  your  Cousin  Clarke. 

Please  to  give  my  Love  to  your  Aunt  Pickman  and  tell 
her  I condole  with  her  on  this  recent  Loss  in  her  Family 
and  remember  me  to  your  Cousins  Sally  & Becca. 

Yr  affece  Father 

B Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  1 2th  June  1 ^ 

I have  sent  to  you  three  Notes  of  Hands  given  to  me 
by  three  Obers  of  Beverly  for  the  Use  of  my  late  Sister 
Gardiner,  I wish  you  would  receive  them  upon  the  best 
Terms  you  can  possibly  and  remit  the  Money  to  Lane  Son 
& Fraser  on  Account  of  Abigail  Gardiner  deceased  — I 
am  very  impatient  to  have  the  Debt  Assessed  which  was 
oweing  to  Lane  Son  & Fraser  from  Mrs  Gardiner  at  the 
Time  of  her  Death. 
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I am  still  determined  to  sail  for  Providence  if  any 
good  Vessel  should  be  bound  for  that  Place  in  July  — I 
should  prefer  comeing  directly  to  Salem  but  do  not  know 
how  that  can  be  done  as  the  Laws  stand  at  present  — If 
you  can  obtain  Leave  from  the  Governor  & Council  for 
my  Return  the  Way  then  will  be  all  open  — I should  not 
like  to  have  any  molestation  in  my  Return  and  after  land- 
ing at  Salem  or  Boston  to  be  obliged  to  go  to  some  other 
Place.  As  soon  as  Ben  and  I return  from  the  Country  I 
intend  he  shall  sail  for  France  — I earnestly  hope  he  will 
follow  one  of  the  learned  Professions 

Yr  ever  alfece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

London  13th  Aug1  1784 

When  I wrote  you  last  Febr^  that  I intended  to  sail  for 
Providence  in  May  I did  not  expect  the  Arrival  of  Son 
Benja  in  England,  when  he  arrived  I thought  it  necessary 
to  introduce  him  to  several  of  my  Friends,  and  to  show 
him  several  Parts  of  England,  this  took  up  till  the  16th  of 
July  — At  that  Time  an  ardent  Desire  to  see  my  Family 
made  me  engage  a Passage  with  Cap1  Ingersoll  for  Salem, 
an  Indisposition  prevented,  I was  soon  after  so  well  that  I 
thought  I could  with  great  Alacrity  sail  with  Cap1  Smith 
for  Providence  j again  I was  disappointed  — my  Friend 
Mr  Hughes  has  pressed  me  much  to  stay  with  him  at  Hod~ 
desdon  which  I intend  to.  Benja  is  arrived  at  Dijon  in 
France  where  lives  Mr  Elisha  Hutchinson  and  Family.  I 
have  given  him  Liberty  to  spend  £130  a year  besides  giv- 
ing him  £30  when  he  went  away  — 
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That  we  may  all  meet  soon  is  the  Hope  and  Expecta- 
tion of  your  most  affec  Husband  . 

Benja  Pickman 

Pray  when  it  is  convenient  remit  some  Money  to  Mr  Lane 

My  dearest  Polly  Hoddesdon  25*  Aug*  1 784 

I have  been  some  little  Time  at  Hoddesdon,  where,  by 
the  Desire  of  Mr  Hughes  have  taken  Medicine  for  the 
Jaundice  and  find  myself  very  well.  I am  very  impatient 
to  see  you  all  but  am  uncertain  when  I shall  sail.  I think 
we  have  had  the  most  blustering  Summer  in  England  I 
ever  knew.  I sent  over  a Trunk  of  Books  by  Cap11  Inger- 
soll  which  I packed  up  a Year  ago. 

There  is  one  Book  among  them  which  I desire  you  to 
burn,  that  is  Ovids  Epistles. 

Our  dear  Son  Benja  is  in  France  in  the  same  Place  in 
which  Mr  Elisha  Hutchinson  lives,  I have  allowed  him 
to  draw  on  Mr  Lane  for  £130  a Year,  I hope  you  will 
think  that  enough  as  I would  not  wish  to  allow  him  too 
small  a Sum.  I sent  to  you  by  Cap1  Ingersoll  three  Notes 
belonging  to  Mr  Gardiners  Estate  due  from  the  Obers  of 
Beverly,  I wish  Brother  Wm  or  Friend  Goodale  could  re- 
ceive them  and  send  them  to  Lane  Son  and  Fraser.  Pray 
remember  me  to  our  dear  Children  — 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly  Hoddesdon  Sept  11784 

I reed  a Letter  Yesterday  from  Benja  in  France,  he  is 
very  well  — 
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You  may  depend  upon  it  whenever  I think  I can  have 
a safe  Passage  to  America  I shall  embrace  it,  and  I know 
you  would  not  wish  me  to  embark  before. 

I wrote  you  some  Time  ago  that  I thought  economy 
necessary  for  our  Affairs,  I am  afraid  you  might  take 
that  in  a wrong  Light  — I wish  you  would  do  every  Thing 
in  your  Power  for  your  Comfort  Convenience  and  Hap- 
piness and  for  the  Happiness  of  the  Children  — 

I was  glad  to  hear  that  Tommy  went  to  danceing,  and 
hope  that  Polly  will  go  to  the  Assembly  and  appear  as 
well  as  any  others  — I hope  you  will  not  be  uneasy  at  my 
Staying  — I have  been  absent  a great  while  and  have  a 
most  ardent  Desire  to  see  you,  which  I humbly  pray  God 
to  grant  in  his  own  good  Time. 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  *7*  SePtr  1 

I have  written  several  Letters  to  you  lately  which  I 
hope  you  recd.  I returned  this  Day  to  London  from 
Hertfordshire  and  find  myself  as  well  as  possible  con- 
sidering my  absence  from  my  Family.  I received  two 
Days  ago  a very  dutiful  and  affec1  Letter  from  our  dear 
Son  Benja  in  which  he  intreats  me  to  stay  till  Spring  and 
is  sure  you  will  approve  of  it  as  a Passage  now  would  ex- 
pose me  to  a winter’s  Coast.  Inclosed  is  a Letter  to  you 
and  one  to  Polly  from  Benja. 

I this  Day  recd  Tommy’s  Letter  to  Benja  and  shall 
forward  it  to  France.  Pray  remember  me  to  my  hond 


Letters  Written  by  Benjamin  Pickman 

Mother,  our  dear  Children,  Brother  Wm,  Sisters  and  all 
Relations  & Friends. 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly.  London  3 Nov  ^4 

I wrote  to  you  by  Cap1  Sl  Barbe  that  I intended  to  re- 
main in  England  till  Spring  when  I should  sail  for  Bos- 
ton. Inclosed  you  have  a Letter  from  Benja  who  writes 
me  that  he  shall  be  in  England  in  March.  I am  very  well, 
and  earnestly  wish  the  Time  away  till  Spring  arrives  that 
we  may  meet  once  more  in  Peace.  I believe  that  I shall 
go  with  Mr  Hughes  to  Hoddesdon  to  stay  a short  Time. 
Pray  remember  me  to  my  Mother,  our  dear  Children, 
Brother  Wm  & all  Relations  — 

I am  yr  eyer  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 

My  dearest  Polly  London  ^ Janr7  r?85 

Inclosed  is  a Letter  from  Son  Benja  who  was  very  well 
the  25th  Decr  — he  intends  to  be  in  London  the  10th  of 
March  and  we  shall  sail  in  the  first  British  Ship  that  sails 
in  April  — I prefer  a British  Ship  on  this  account  as  the 
Algerines  are  cruising  against  the  Americans  and  have 
taken  one  or  two.  Pray  remember  me  to  all  our  dear 
Friends  — 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

[Signature  cut  out] 
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My  dearest  Polly.  London  21  Janr7  J785 

I wrote  you  two  Days  ago  by  the  Hero  Cap1  Young. 
I expect  Son  Benja  to  arrive  from  France  in  seven  weeks 
and  we  shall  take  Passage  for  America  the  Beginning  of 
April  — 

The  last  Letter  from  Brother  Wm  gave  me  much  satis- 
faction with  respect  to  the  Disposition  of  the  People. 

For  these  last  two  Years  I have  seen  many  Persons 
from  Boston  & Salem  — they  all  appear  very  moderate 
and  desirous  of  the  sincerest  Reconciliation ; I hope  and 
expect  to  find  the  Generality  of  Persons  of  the  same  way 
of  Thinking  yr  eyer  affece  Husband 

B Pickman 


My  dearest  Polly.  London  7th  of  March  ^5 

I recd  two  Days  ago  a Letter  from  Benja  informing  me 
he  was  at  Paris  and  intended  to  be  in  London  the  10th  of 
this  month;  when  he  arrives  we  shall  take  Passage  for 
Boston  in  the  first  good  Ship  that  sails  after  the  31st 
March.  I am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have  a complaint 
in  your  Eyes  and  sincerely  pray  that  it  may  be  removed 
and  that  you  may  enjoy  a confirmed  State  of  Health. 

I am  exceedingly  well  and  the  Prespect  of  seeing  you 
again  gives  me  the  greatest  Happiness. 

Yr  ever  affece  Husband 

Benja  Pickman 
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his  book  is  the  Gift  of  Mr  William  Routh,  Print- 


er, in  Bristol,  1779.  Bristol  (by  the  most  accu- 


rate accounts)  contains  nine  thousand  Houses,  and 
seventy  thousand  Inhabitants.  The  streets  are  very  nar- 
row, and  a little  rain  makes  them  very  Dirty.  The  Gen- 
tlemen and  Ladies  clothe  themselves  in  very  plain  Gar- 
ments. The  Ladies  and  other  women  have  scarcely  the 
appearance  of  beauty,  but  are  very  ordinary  indeed. 

April  11,  1780.  Went  to  Sl.  Mary  Port  Church,  a very 
neat  Church,  only  thirty  persons  in  Church. 

13.  Walked  to  Pitt,  and  dined.  Delightfully  pleasant 
on  the  Banks  of  the  Avon.  The  River  is  extremely  rapid, 
and  in  some  parts  the  Banks  on  each  side  two  hundred 
feet  high. 

1 6.  Walked  to  Bedminster,  a small  village  about  one 
mile  from  Bristol. 

17.  Two  boats  came  up  the  River  with  eight  thousand 
mackerill,  which  sell  at  two  pence.  These  mackerill  were 
catched  in  nett  at  Sh  Ives,  the  lowermost  harbour  in  this 
River. 

18.  In  the  afternoon  at  All  Saints,  in  Corn  Street, 
which  is  a small  Church,  but  much  crowded.  Doctor  Stone- 
house  preached  a Farewell  Sermon.  One  may  walk  a mile 
through  the  streets  of  Bristol  and  meet  Ten  Persons  shab- 
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bily  cloathed  to  one  decently.  The  tide  flows  through 
Bristol  Bridge  only  three  hours  and  ebbs  ten  hours, 

20.  I walked  to  Ashton,  a very  pleasant  Village  three 
miles  from  Bristol.  Passed  through  Sir  Jarrit  Smith’s 
Park,  a very  fine  one.  The  whole  country  about  Ashton 
being  highly  cultivated,  makes  a very  beautiful  appear- 
ance. 

25.  Attended  divine  Service  at  Sh  Johns  Church,  a neat 
small  Church  and  tolerably  well  filled. 

May  2.  Attended  divine  Service  at  the  College  or  Ca- 
thedral. Great  numbers  of  People  there.  A very  antient 
grand  Building. 

9.  At  Redcliff  Church,  a very  grand  elegant  handsome 
Church,  tolerable  well  filled  with  genteel  People. 

13.  Dr.  Gardiner  and  myself  set  off  from  Bristol  in  the 
Diligence  for  London,  30/. 

June  4.  The  King’s  Birth  Day.  I went  in  the  evening 
to  Court.  After  the  minuets  were  danced,  Country  dances 
began.  The  Prince  of  Wales  with  Lady  Augusta  Camp- 
bell, the  Bishop  of  Osnaburgh  with  Lady  Carlisle,  Duke 
of  Dorset,  Duchess  of  Devonshire,  Marquiss  of  Graham, 
Lady  Laura  Walgrave,  and  Lord  Lewisham  and  Lady 
Maria  Walgrave,  Lord  Trentham  and  Lady  Louisa  Wal- 
grave. 

Sept.  16.  I left  London  and  took  passage  for  Aylsbury 
in  the  Aylsbury  Coach,  passed  through  Acton,  five  miles 
from  London,  through  Uxbridge,  a large  place,  fourteen 
miles,  passed  Admiral  Forbes  House,  18  miles,  din’d  at 
Chalfunt,  20  miles,  rode  through  Amersham,  30  miles, 
near  which  on  the  left  is  a handsome  House  belonging 
to  Squire  Drake  before  which  is  a fine  piece  of  Water  and 


The  Diary  of  Benjamin  Pickman 

a beautiful  situation.  Passed  through  Wendover,  a dirty 
Place,  3 5 miles,  and  arrived  at  Aylesbury,  40  miles. 

17.  Walked  through  the  town  which  is  a paved  dirty 
town,  not  very  large.  But  saw  the  gloomy  House  in  which 
the  late  Sr.  Francis  Bernard  lived  and  before  him  the  in- 
famous John  Wilkes.  Here  is  a large  Gothick  Church. 
Aylsbury  is  situated  on  a hill,  contains  4000  inhabitants, 
badly  paved  and  very  dirty.  The  Country  round  is  very 
pleasant. 

19.  Arrived  at  Buckingham  at  4,  on  Tuesday.  Buck- 
ingham is  a cleaner  town  than  Aylsbury,  not  so  large.  In 
the  middle  of  one  of  the  streets  is  a square  Jail.  On  Cas- 
tle Hill  is  building  a Stone  Church,  one  of  the  handsomest 
in  England,  almost  finished.  The  inhabitants  of  Aylsbury 
and  Buckingham  support  themselves  by  the  Thread  Lace 
Manufactury.  Walked  to  Maids  Morton,  one  mile  from 
Buckingham.  Went  into  the  Church,  where  is  this  memo- 
rable Inscription  on  the  Tomb  Stone  of  the  Hon’ble  Mrs 
Verney: 

Underneath  this  Stone  doth  lye 
As  much  Virtue  as  could  dye 
Which  when  alive  did  Vigour  give 
To  as  much  Beauty  as  could  live. 

20.  I visited  Lord  Temple’s  Gardens  at  Stow,  2 miles 
from  Buckingham  and  59  from  London.  The  House  is 
900  feet  long,  extremely  beautiful,  the  State  Gallery  is 
71  feet  long  and  exquisitely  handsome ; there  are  many 
rooms  finished  in  the  highest  Taste  and  several  antient 
pieces  of  Painting  one  said  to  be  an  original  of  Oliver 
Cromwell  by  Richardson.  The  Gardens  exceed  anything 
I have  ever  seen  and  would  take  a volume  to  describe 
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them.  From  the  top  of  the  Gothick  Temple  you  have  a 
fine  view  of  the  adjacent  country.  The  Temple  of  Friend- 
ship is  ornamented  with  the  Figures  in  Sculpture  of  the 
late  Lord’s  intimate  friends.  At  Princess  Amelia’s  Arch 
you  have  a beautiful  view  of  the  Corinthian  Pillars  and 
an  old  Castle.  All  is  beautiful. 

Coventry  is  said  to  contain  twenty  thousand  inhabitants, 
is  a very  dirty  city,  the  streets  narrow  and  the  house  old. 
Sh  Michael’s  Church  was  built  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the 
First,  and  the  spire  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  is 
300  feet  high  and  a beautiful  piece  of  Gothick  Architec- 
ture. The  Town  stands  on  the  River  Sherburn  which  is 
nothing  more  than  a slow  puddle  creeping  through  the 
Town.  The  City  is  supplied  with  coals  at  7 d.  a hundred 
weight  by  a navigable  canal. 

Jan.  1,  1783.  A very  cold  day  but  extremely  clear. 
Walked  to  Hockley. 

2.  The  Navigation  froze  and  good  Skaiting  on  the 
small  Ponds. 

3.  Walked  with  Mrs  Hollowell  part  of  the  way  to 
Mosely.  She  is  gone  to  stay. 

4.  Met  Roger  Hale,  Esqr.  at  the  hotel,  whom  I knew 
in  America. 

6.  In  the  Evening  the  2 Miss  Hollowells,  Mr  Heyor  & 
Myself  were  at  Mr  Rylands  and  supped  on  Oysters. 

7.  The  weather  warm  and  the  ice  all  gone.  Walked  to 
Mosely.  Mrs  Hollowell  returned. 

8.  Mr  Thos.  Oldham  of  Coventry  drank  a glass  of  wine 
with  me  after  dinner. 

9.  At  present  the  talk  of  a peace  is  over;  great  prepara- 
tions for  War. 
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io.  Mr  Walker  and  myself  walked  to  Chapman’s  and 
drank  excellent  old  Beer. 

12.  Mr  Blythe  preached  his  annual  Sermon  on  Death 
and  said  probably  seventeen  of  his  hearers  would  be  dead 
in  a year. 

13.  Sir  Charles  Grey  appointed  Commander  in  Chief 
in  America  in  the  room  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  who  is  coming 
Home  at  his  own  request,  being  tired  of  such  management. 

16.  Spent  the  evening  with  Judge  Oliver  and  drank 
Tea  with  him. 

17.  At  the  Oyster  Club  in  Eve.  Mr  Sherill  & Mr  Dock- 
er there. 

20.  Allayne  Fitzherbert,  Esqr.  and  Rich.  Oswald  are 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  at  Paris  for  settling  a Peace; 
and  Benja.  Franklin  John  Adams,  Henry  La  wrens,  the 
American. 

24.  Mr  Tagg  returned.  Coals  are  4 d.  per  Ct.  and  car- 
riage about  id. 

25.  News  that  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  were 
signed  at  Paris  the  20th. 

29.  Took  a walk  to  the  Five  Ways  and  din’d  with  Mr 
Hutchinson. 

30.  Miss  Stokes  of  Rinfar,  who  has  fits,  took  lodgings 
here. 

31.  My  Friend  Mr  Deblois  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
drank  a Glass  of  Wine  here. 

Feb.  1,  1783.  Dined  with  Mr  Ford  of  Newhall  Street 
and  Eve  with  Mr  Richards. 

2.  The  News  Papers  contain  the  Preliminary  Articles. 

3.  Spent  the  evening  with  Mr  Green.  Mr  Crookshanks 
of  Quebec  there. 
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4.  Very  rainy  wet  season.  The  family  went  to  the  Bos- 
wells. 

6.  Hostilities  between  the  United  States  of  America, 
France,  Holland  and  Great  Britain  cease  in  twelve  days 
after  the  3d  of  February  in  the  Channel,  in  one  month  as 
far  as  the  Canary  Islands  and  two  months  in  the  West 
Indies  and  North  America. 

10.  Dined  at  Mr  Pemberton’s  in  Company  with  Mr 
Rogers.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Mr  Joseph  Smith  in  Park 
Street  with  the  2 Miss  Hollowells. 

15.  Treated  Mr  Walker  last  Evening  at  our  Oyster 
Club. 

17.  A pleasant  day.  Walked  to  Aston.  Rec’d  letters 
from  Home  dated  the  30th  December. 

18.  Mr  Tagg  and  Mr  Mander  behaved  very  queerly  to 
the  Family. 

19.  Walked  on  the  Rowley  Road  4 miles. 

21.  Spent  the  Eve  with  Mr  Wm.  Ryland. 

22.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Mr  Joseph  Green,  Esqr. 

23.  Mr  Lechmere  dined  with  me;  we  drank  Tea  and 
spent  the  Eve  with  Judge  Oliver. 

24.  Mr  Lechmere  went  to  Wolverhampton.  A stormy 
morning. 

27.  A Coalition  between  Mr  Fox  and  Lord  North  to 
the  astonishment  of  all. 

28.  Mr  Lechmere  spent  the  Evening  with  me. 

March  2,  17 83.  Mr  Heyer  and  myself  walked  to  Har- 

bourne;  Mr  Gaunt  preached  very  well. 

3.  As  stormy  a Day  as  I have  seen  in  England.  Very 
snowy. 

4.  Beef  is  sold  at  4%  d-  Butter  at  1 1 d.  Malt  at  8/. 
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5.  The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  reduced  several 
American  Refugees,  as  Judge  Oliver,  from  £400  to  £300. 
Louisa  Oliver  from  £100  to  £80. 

8.  Mr  Wild,  Mr  Heyer  and  myself  drank  ale  at  Chases 
in  Park  Street,  best  ale  in  Birmingham. 

9.  Din’d  with  Miss  Russel  at  Wm.  Russel’s,  he  being 
in  London.  Mr  Tagg  went. 

10.  Mr  Mander  went  to  Scotland  and  intends  upon  his 
return  to  remove  his  lodgings,  to  my  joy  as  he  is  a very 
disagreeable  Creature. 

14.  The  Misses  Giles  drank  Tea  here  and  spent  the 
Evening. 

15.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Jos.  Green  Esqr.  and  played 
Cribbage. 

16.  The  Miss  Hollowells,  Mr  Heyer  and  myself 
walked  to  Aston  Church ; after  Service  went  to  Erdington 
and  dined  with  Widow  Morse. 

17.  Mr  Humphreys  is  building  at  one  mile  from  Birm- 
ingham a very  handsome  house. 

18.  In  the  afternoon  went  to  Mr  Greene’s  to  drink  tea. 
Judge  Oliver  there  and  Mr  Hutchinson’s  family.  We 
went  to  the  Concert  and  then  returned  to  Supper ; tarried 
till  twelve  oClock. 

23.  Went  in  the  Evening  to  hear  Mr  Westley.  John 
Mumford  spake  to  him. 

27.  Walked  with  Mr  Hutchinson  to  Edgbaston. 

28.  In  the  Evening  went  to  Club  and  finished  this 
Season. 

29.  Walked  to  Rowley,  7 miles,  which  is  a compact 
place  situated  on  a high  hill  which  commands  a fine  Pros- 
pect. 
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31.  Mr  Wild  has  left  us  in  a Miff.  Behaved  very  bad 
to  Mrs  Hallowell. 

April  1,  1783.  Walked  with  the  2 Miss  Hollo  wells  to 
Mosely  and  drank  Tea  with  Mrs  Smith. 

2.  The  Saucy  Jack,  American  privateer,  taken  and  car- 
ried into  Bermuda. 

3.  Din’d  with  Mr  John  Walker  at  No.  17  Colmore  Row. 

4.  Walked  to  Hands  worth  & drank  excellent  ale  at 
Birch’s. 

5.  Walked  to  Handsworth.  Mr  Dufour  came  to  lodge 
here. 

8.  Mr  John  Walker  dined  with  me. 

10.  Walked  with  old  Mrs  Hollowell  to  Mosely  and 
drank  Tea  with  old  Mrs  Francis. 

12.  Din’d  with  Judge  Oliver  on  Pickled  Cod  Fish. 
Drank  Tea  with  him. 

13.  Din’d  with  Mr  Wm.  Ryland  in  New  Street.  Mr 
Palmer  preached. 

14.  Miss  Knibb  dined  with  us.  The  season  remarkably 
fine.  Asparagus  2/  a hundred. 

17.  Drank  Tea  and  spent  the  Evening  with  Mr  Pem- 
berton, his  wife  at  Drayton. 

18.  After  Tea  walked  to  Wm.  Smith’s.  The  Holker, 
American  Privateer  overset  and  a great  part  of  the  Crew 
drowned. 

19.  Din’d  and  drank  Tea  with  Mr  Hutchinson. 

20.  Dr  Priestly  advised  Parents  to  bring  their  Children 
who  were  1 2 years  old  to  receive  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

23.  Walked  with  Mr  Heyer  to  Handsworth  and  drank 
ale  at  Birch’s. 
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24.  We  drank  Tea  and  spent  the  Evening  with  Mr 
Hornblower. 

27.  Dr  Priestly  gone  to  London.  Mr  Scholefield 
preached. 

29.  Walked  to  Yardley  4 miles.  A large  Parish  but 
very  straggling. 

May  1,  1783.  Spent  the  evening  with  Jos.  Green  Esqr. 
Earl  Ferrers  there.  We  played  cribbage  together. 

2.  Mr  Duffort  and  myself  walked  to  West  Bromwick 
and  din’d  with  Parson  Braybrook. 

4.  Doctor  Oliver  Din’d  and  drank  Tea  with  me.  Mr 
Hutchinson’s  three  children  inoculated. 

5.  Mr  Fauconbridge  buried,  aged  46  years. 

6.  Mr  Tagg  came  home. 

7.  2 lb.  of  Bread  is  sold  for  6 d.  Malt  for  8/. 

8.  I spent  the  Evening  with  Mr  Brothers  in  Suffolk 
Street. 

10.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Judge  Oliver ; Mr  & Mrs 
Hutchinson  there. 

11.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Jos.  Green  Esqr.  Four 
Russians  there. 

12.  Din’d  with  Mr  Hutchinson  and  spent  Eve  with  Mr 
Pemberton. 

14.  Rec’d  a letter  from  my  Brother  saying  that  I might 
soon  return. 

1 7.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Mr  Hutchinson. 

19.  Mr  Duffort  and  myself  walked  to  Hagley  12  miles. 
I returned  in  Eve. 

21.  Poor  Whitelock  died  last  December  aged  45. 

22.  The  principal  manufactures  in  Birmingham  are 
Buckles  and  Buttons,  Gun  making,  Jappaning,  and  all 
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kinds  of  Brass  Jewelry,  Shovels  and  Tongs  polished  in  a 
high  manner. 

24.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Judge  Oliver. 

26.  Drank  Tea  with  Mrs  Haselock.  Took  leave  of  Bir- 
mington  friends. 

27.  Sat  out  for  Worcester  in  a Stage  Coach.  Arrived 
there  at  one.  Put  up  at  Davis’  Star  and  Garter. 

28.  Worcester  is  a very  handsome  Town.  The  Town 
Hall  worth  seeing. 

29.  Sat  off  at  2 in  the  Morning  in  the  Stage,  din’d  at 
Oxford,  lodged  at  Castle  Falcon,  London. 

30.  Din’d  with  Lane  & Co. 

31.  Din’d  with  Mr  Joy.  Went  to  Barnes  in  the  Barnes 
Coach  to  where  Mr  Lane  has  taken  Lodgings. 

June  1,  1783.  Din’d  at  Clapham. 

2.  Came  to  Town  in  Mr  Lane’s  Coach.  Din’d  with  him. 

3.  Din’d  at  the  Company  House. 

4.  Din’d  with  Mr  Widnell  and  spent  Eve  with  him. 

5.  Called  on  Sr.  Whalley  Gardiner. 

6.  Din’d  at  the  Company  House.  Col.  Phips,  Frye  and 
others  there. 

7.  Din’d  with  Mr  Lane.  After  dinner  went  to  Barnes. 

8.  At  Barnes  is  a neat  Church  and  a very  decent  Curate. 

9.  Walked  to  Putney  and  then  to  Town  in  a Boat. 
Din’d  with  Mr  Prime. 

10.  Din’d  with  L.  & S.  Fraser.  Drank  Tea  with  Mrs 
Green. 

11.  Din’d  on  Sole  at  the  Ship  in  Tower  Street. 

12.  Din’d  with  Mr  Woodley  in  the  Borough,  after 
Dinner  went  to  House  of  Corn’s. 
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13.  Din’d  at  the  Company’s  House,  L.  & S.  Fraser, 
Codman  there. 

14.  Din’d  with  Sr.  Wm.  Pepperill  in  Company  with  Mr 
Palmer. 

15.  All  day  at  Mr  Pope’s.  Din’d  at  Mr  Joy’s.  Eve  at 
Mr  Bingley’s. 

1 6.  Din’d  with  J.  Lane  in  Comp’y  with  many  Ameri- 
cans, Gray,  Frye,  Dowse,  &c. 

17.  Din’d  with  the  Company  of  Lamson  & Fraser.  Eve 
with  Mr  Hughes. 

18.  Din’d  with  J.  Lane  on  excellent  Chowder. 

19.  Din’d  with  Mr  Fraser,  drank  Tea  and  spent  Eve 
with  Mr  Dyson  j Mr  Pope  there. 

20.  Din’d  with  Mr  Bingley,  drank  glass  Hock  with  Mr 
Leeson,  Eve  at  Play  House. 

21.  Weigh’d  myself  and  find  that  I weigh  190.  Went 
to  Barnes. 

22.  Mrs  Lane’s  house  being  full,  slept  at  the  White 
Hart.  Bishop  Wilson  preached. 

23.  Returned  to  Town  by  water,  very  pleasant. 

24.  Din’d  at  the  Company’s  House. 

25.  Din’d  with  J.  Lane  at  the  King’s  Head  Tavern, 
Cheapside. 

26.  Spent  the  Evening  at  a Coffee  House,  Sh  Martin’s 
Lane,  with  Mr  Lane  who  is  Treasurer  to  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital. 

27.  Went  with  Mr  Hughes  to  Hoidesden.  He  has  re- 
moved from  his  elegant  House  to  a smaller  one. 

28.  Din’d  at  the  Bull. 

30.  After  dinner  returned  to  Town  with  Mr  Hughes 
in  his  Carriage. 
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July  i,  1783.  Din’d  at  J.  Lane’s  with  Mrs  Lane  and 
Miss  Legge. 

2.  Din’d  at  J.  Lane’s  with  Dr  Gardiner,  Col.  Frye  and 
others. 

3.  Din’d  with  Mr  Widnell.  Young  Vans  arrived. 

4.  The  Rev’d  Joseph  Adams  of  Newington,  in  New 
Hampshire  State,  in  New  England,  died  in  May  ’83. 

5.  Din’d  with  Sam  Sparhawk.  Cabot  and  Vans  there. 

6.  At  Mr  Pope’s  all  day.  Din’d  with  Mr  Widnell. 
Sup’d  with  Mr.  Bingley. 

7.  Went  to  Kensington  to  see  Mr  Rowe.  Din’d  at  Ham- 
mersmith. 

8.  Din’d  at  J.  Lane’s.  Cap11.  Gayton  dined  there. 

9.  Din’d  with  Mr  Hughes.  Frye  and  Gardiner  there. 

10.  Thermometer  at  82.  Din’d  on  board  Ship  Eleanor, 
Cap1.  Henderson. 

11.  Went  to  Barnes.  Admiral  Gayton  there. 

12.  Admiral  very  poorly.  Lodged  at  Mrs  Warings. 

13.  Went  to  Clapham.  Din’d  with  Mr  Lane.  Slept 
there. 

14.  Came  to  Town.  Din’d  with  Osborne  Standest,  at 
half  past  5.  Quality  House. 

15.  Din’d  with  Lane,  Son  and  Fraser.  Co1.  Erving  din’d 
here.  Sup’d  with  Mr  Hughes. 

16.  Din’d  with  Mr  Prime  in  Bucklersbury. 

17.  Din’d  with  Mrs  Lane  at  No.  1 1. 

18.  Din’d  with  Mr  Hughes  in  Comp’y  with  Mr  Frye 
and  Dr.  Gardiner. 

19.  Din’d  at  the  George  & Vulture,  in  Tottinham,  with 
Mr  Lane’s  Parish. 

20.  Din’d  with  Mr  Dyson.  Tea  with  Mr  Gore. 
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21.  Mrs  Lane  came  to  Town,  din’d  with  her.  Letters 
from  home. 

22.  Din’d  with  the  Grocer’s  Company.  Eve  with  Mr 
Widnell. 

23.  Din’d  with  Mr  Fraser.  Sup’d  with  Mr  Lane. 

24.  Sat  off  in  the  2 Days  Coach  through  Wycombe,  ar- 
rived at  Oxford  in  Eve. 

25.  Our  Company,  Mr  Powell  and  Daughter.  Arrived 
at  Worcester. 

26.  Sat  off  at  7.  Arrived  at  Birmingham  at  Dinner. 

27.  Very  hot.  Dr  Priestley  preached. 

28.  The  Thermometer  up  to  81.  Eat  milk  with  Mr 
Hutchinson. 

29.  News  arrived  that  a number  of  Soldiers  had  sur- 
rounded the  Congress  in  Philadelphia  which  obliged  them 
to  remove  to  Princeton  in  the  Jerseys. 

31.  Drank  Tea  with  Judge  Oliver. 

Aug.  1,  1783.  Walked  to  the  Birches  with  Handsworth. 

3 . The  famous  Mr  Lindsey,  the  great  Socinian,  preached. 
Drank  Tea  with  Miss  Frith. 

4.  In  the  Evening  went  to  the  Play  — Isabella  and 
Too  Civil  by  Half. 

5.  Mr  Daniel  Oliver  lodges  here  and  Mr  Lureman,  a 
German. 

6.  In  the  Evening  went  to  the  Play,  which  is  the  Man 
& Too  Civil  by  Half. 

7.  Walked  with  Mr  Ryland  in  his  Garden. 

8.  Mr  Widnell  called  on  me  in  his  way  to  Bridge 
North. 

9.  Sup’d  with  Mr  Grane.  Mr  Lureman  there. 

10.  Drank  Tea  with  Mr  Miller  in  the  Square. 
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11.  Walked  with  Mr  Oliver  to  Lady  Holt’s  Park. 

12.  Walked  with  the  two  Miss  Hollowells  and  drank 
Tea  at  Aston ; a pleasant  Place. 

13.  Smoked  a pipe  with  Wm.  Ryland  in  New  Street  in 
Evening. 

14.  Fowler  last  Evening  had  in  the  House  for  his  Bene- 
fit £109.0.0.  the  fullest  House  this  Season. 

15.  Mr  Oliver  and  I din’d  at  Mr  Hutchinson’s  5 after 
dinner  walked  to  Handsworth. 

18.  Walked  to  Vauxhall.  General  Evelyn  din’d.  Lady 
Palmer  din’d. 

21.  Mr  Oliver  and  his  Sister  made  and  Excursion  to 
Enville  and  Hagley. 

22.  Mr.  Heyer  removed  to  50  Park  Street. 

23.  Mr  Oliver  returned.  Walked  to  Perrot’s  Folly. 
Eve  with  Jos.  Green  Esqr. 

24.  Din’d  with  Mr  Pemberton  in  Company  with  Mr 
Widnell. 

25.  Walked  with  Mrs  Turner  to  buy  Ducks.  A great 
fight  at  Cayhill.  A great  shame. 

26.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Judge  Oliver.  Sup’d  on 
Pye. 

27.  Mr  Widnell,  the  two  young  Bache’s  and  their  sister 
din’d  with  me. 

29.  I drank  Tea  yesterday  at  Mr  Wm.  Rylands  in 
Company  with  Mr  & Mrs  Whitfield,  Players. 

Sept.  1,  1783.  Miss  Mors  last  Evening  made  a very 
good  Prayer  to  a few  of  us. 

2.  Mrs  Hollowed  & Reddy  went  to  Mrs  Scott’s  at 
Smethick. 
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3.  The  Definitive  Treaty  signed  between  France,  Spain 
& America. 

6.  Mr  Walker  and  myself  went  to  see  the  Manufacture 
of  shovels  & Tongs. 

8.  Thomas  Everitt  Esqr.  married  to  Miss  Brooke  of 
Distaff  Lane. 

12.  Mr  William  Smith  and  Mr  Pain  of  Boston  din’d 
with  me. 

13.  Walked  to  Birch’s  in  Handsworth  and  drank  ex- 
cellent Ale. 

14.  At  Home  in  the  morning.  Walked  to  the  Sand 
Pitts  in  Evening. 

15.  Dr  Oliver  din’d  with  me  on  an  excellent  Goose  for 
which  I gave  3/. 

17.  Walked  to  Vauxhall  and  bowled  with  Parson 
Scholefield  & Mr  Ryland. 

1 8.  Mr  Hutchinson  and  I walked  to  Harbourne  Church, 
3 miles,  then  to  Nonsuch,  1V2  miles,  a pleasant  Prospect, 
then  1 mile  to  Fidgins  in  the  Wood,  then  to  the  Black  Boy 
in  Harbour,  then  to  Mr  Hutchinson’s,  12  miles  and  din’d 
on  Indian  Pudding. 

21.  Baker  Wright  was  with  me  on  Friday  Evening. 

23.  In  the  afternoon  went  to  Dudson  alias  Vauxhall  to 
Bowl  with  Mr  Wm.  Ryland. 

27.  Mr  Hutchinson  and  I walked  by  the  Raven  House 
and  to  Harbourne,  6 miles. 

29.  Mr  Oliver  and  his  Sister  went  to  Worcester.  Mr 
Hutchinson  to  London.  Tea  with  Judge  Oliver. 

30.  In  the  Evening  Mr  Lureman  and  myself  went  to 
Joseph  Green  Esqr. 
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Oct.  i,  1783.  In  the  afternoon  went  to  the  Bowling 
Green  with  Mrs  Ryland. 

2.  Dr.  Oliver  and  Miss  Huchinson  din’d  with  me.  In 
the  Afternoon  at  Bowling. 

3.  Went  to  the  Bowling  Green.  Mr  Price  and  Mr 
Wright  there. 

4.  Walked  to  the  5 Ways.  A very  windy  day.  Mr 
Heyer  here  part  of  Eve. 

5.  Mr  Palmer  preached  in  the  morning,  Mr  Blyth  in 
the  afternoon. 

6.  Peace  proclaimed  in  London  with  great  Pomp. 

7.  Expected  the  late  Miss  Draper  and  her  Husband  to 
Tea;  they  dissappointed  me. 

8.  Went  to  the  Bowling  Green  feast  at  Dudson,  re- 
turned at  7,  cost  5/. 

9.  In  the  afternoon  went  to  Cannon  Street  Meeting 
House,  Rev’d  Mr  Medley  of  Liverpool. 

10.  Drank  Tea  with  Mr  Hutchinson  who  is  soon  to  set 
off  for  the  South  of  France  with  all  his  Family  to  accom- 
pany his  Brother  who  is  in  ill  Health.  Walked  to  Hands- 
worth. 

12.  Miss  Hallowell  and  myself  walked  to  Erdington 
and  din’d  with  Miss  Morse. 

13.  Mr  Hutchinson  went  for  France  with  his  Family. 
Drank  Tea  and  sup’d  with  Judge  Oliver. 

14.  On  Friday  our  Oyster  Club  began  at  Mrs  Steven- 
son’s, Edgbaston  Street. 

15.  Walked  part  of  the  way  to  Mosely  with  Tiddy. 
Mr  Heyer  here  in  Eve. 

16.  Mr  Wm.  Ryland  din’d  with  us.  Walked  with  Mr 
Thomason  to  Birchs. 
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17.  Mrs  Ryland  and  Miss  Green  drank  Tea  with  Mrs 
Hollowell. 

18.  Mr  Lureman  and  myself  sup’d  with  Mr  Green. 
Mr  Shirley,  son  of  Earl  Ferrers,  there. 

19.  Mr  Priestley  preached  very  well  from  Cast  your 
Burdens  on  the  Lord. 

20.  Mr  Daniel  Oliver  and  his  Sister  came  to  live  in  the 
House  lately  occupied  by  Mr  Hutchinson  at  the  Five 
Ways. 

22.  Drank  Tea  with  Mr  Hornblower,  Parson  Pumfield 
there. 

23.  Walked  to  Moseley  as  far  as  Parson  Palmer’s. 

24.  On  the  21th  of  Sept,  the  ship  Hannah,  Cap1.  Willis, 
with  between  2 and  300  American  Loyalists,  chiefly  from 
Maryland,  foundered  on  the  sunken  Rocks  near  Seal  Is- 
land in  the  Bay  of  Funday  and  all  perished. 

26.  Went  to  the  old  Meeting  House  in  the  Evening. 
Rev’d  Mr  Nichols  preached. 

27.  The  Harvest  has  been  as  great  this  year  as  perhaps 
ever  known  5 malt  has  fallen  to  6/6,  already. 

29.  Walked  to  Tookie’s  who  keeps  a publick  House 
near  Hockley  Brook.  Mr  Wright  there. 

30.  Din’d  with  Mr  Thomason,  No.  23  Colmore  Row. 

31.  Mr  Frese  & Son  spent  Eve  with  Mr  Lureman  and 
sup’d  on  Oysters. 

Nov.  1,  1783.  Sup’d  with  Jos.  Green  Esqr.  on  Veal  Pye. 
Lureman  there. 

2.  In  the  Evening  went  to  the  old  Meeting  House.  Mr 
Blyth  preached. 

3.  Our  Oyster  Club  this  Evening.  Jos.  Smith  admitted. 
Lureman  went  to  Manchester. 
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4.  Left  off  my  Summer  clothes  the  weather  being  very 
mild  till  this  time. 

5.  Went  to  Meeting  j Mr  Blyth  proved  the  Reality  of 
the  Gunpowder  Plot. 

6.  Saw  Wheelwright,  Inman  and  Spooner  who  left 
Boston,  Sept.  28th. 

7.  Walked  to  Hall  Green.  Half  an  hour  with  Sam’1 
Clarke. 

8.  Sam  Clarke  of  Coventry  breakfasted  with  me. 
Walked  on  the  Navigation  to  the  first  lock  which  is  4^ 
miles  from  the  wharf  j came  into  the  road  at  the  Blue 
Gates,  which  is  8J4  miles  from  B. 

10.  We  drank  Tea  with  Mr  Darby.  Dr.  Bache  spent  the 
Eve  with  me. 

11.  Cognioli,  and  Italian  in  this  Town,  died  very  sud- 
denly j he  took  28  pounds  of  Snuff  every  year  & drank  2 
quarts  of  Ale  every  day. 

13.  Din’d,  drank  Tea  and  sup’d  with  Mr  Pemberton. 
Miss  Grosvenor  there. 

14.  Drank  Tea  with  Judge  Oliver.  At  Oyster  Club  in 
Eve.  1 6 Members. 

15.  Hannah  Whitehouse,  Mrs  HallowelPs  twelfth 
servant  since  I have  lived  here,  came. 

18.  I am  43  this  day.  Mr  Hyland,  Mr  Pemberton  & 
Dr.  Bache  din’d  with  me  on  a leg  of  Mutton  done  Vene- 
son  way. 

19.  Mr  John  Turner  and  others  meet  every  Friday  at 
different  places  to  dine — one  or  two  miles  from  Town. 

20.  Drank  Tea  with  Mr  Carnes  who  lives  in  Park  Street. 

21.  In  afternoon  at  Mr  Blythe’s  Lecture,  only  16  there. 
In  Evening  at  the  Swan  kept  by  Suthal,  at  a Club.  Mr 
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Hen,  Mr  John  Ryland,  Doctor  Parrot  and  Mr  Jas.  Taylor 
there. 

23.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Mr  Wm.  Ryland.  Dr.  Mar- 
ry at  there. 

24.  Rev’d  Mr  Blyth  and  Mr  Lureman  dined  with  me. 

25.  At  the  Swan  in  Bull  Street  kept  by  Suthal,  in  Eve- 
ning, Mr  James  Male  and  Doctor  Ash  there. 

26.  Silas  Deane  in  Town. 

27.  Walked  to  Birch’s.  Mr  Ashford  an  ingenious  In- 
graver there. 

28.  At  Oyster  Club  in  Evening,  14  of  us  there. 

Dec.  1,  1783.  Drank  Tea  with  Dr.  Bache,  corner  of 
Temple  Street.  Mr  Lureman  there. 

2.  Mr  Docker,  Mr  Guest,  Jukes,  Witton,  Smith,  Por- 
ter, Dr.  Vaux,  Hughes,  Walker,  Fisher,  Bolton,  Lander, 
Sheriff,  Thos.  Francis  are  Members  of  our  Oyster  Club. 

4.  Walked  beyond  Crocketts,  3 miles  on  the  Wolver- 
hampton Road. 

5.  Seized  with  a violent  Cold.  Drank  Negus  as  a cure. 

6.  At  the  Club;  at  the  Swan  in  Bull  Street  5 Mr  Patter- 
son, Mr  Bradbourne  and  Mr  Webster  there. 

7.  In  the  Afternoon  walked  to  Handsworth  Church. 

8.  Mr  Michael  Joy  in  Town.  Spent  the  Eve  with  Dr. 
Bache  in  Company  with  Mr  Ryland. 

9.  Mrs  Hollowell  and  Miss  and  myself  spent  the  Eve- 
ning and  drank  Tea  with  Mr  John  Sharp  in  Ludgate  Hill 
very  pleasantly.  Old  Mrs  Homer  there. 

11.  Most  beautiful  weather.  Mr  Thomason  and  my- 
self walked  to  Birch’s. 

12.  Dined  and  drank  Tea  with  Daniel  Oliver  Esqr.  and 
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Sister  who  live  at  the  5 Ways  in  the  House  lately  occupied 
by  Mr  Hutchinson.  Last  Evening  at  Oyster  Club. 

14.  The  2 Miss  Hollowells,  Miss  Saxelly  and  myself 
walked  to  Aston  Church  in  Afternoon. 

15.  All  the  Giles’s  and  their  Rebusses  drank  Tea  here. 
Sup’d  on  Goose. 

16.  At  Mr  Hen’s  Club  in  Eve  at  Swan  in  Bull  Street; 
this  by  much  the  genteelest  Club  in  Town;  it  consisting  of 
Men  of  Fortune,  Sense  and  Reputation. 

19.  Walked  to  Sartley  two  miles.  Extreemly  foggy. 

20.  Walked  to  Birch’s  and  drank  Ale.  Rev’d  Mr  Lewis 
of  Kingwood  died.  At  Lane’s  Livery  Stables. 

23.  Drank  Tea  and  sup’d  with  Judge  Oliver. 

24.  In  the  Evening  at  Mr  Hen’s  Club.  Mr  Patterson 
there. 

25.  Mr  Newlin  preached  at  Sh  Philips  very  well. 

26.  The  Snow  a foot  upon  a level.  Our  oysters  did  not 
come. 

29.  At  the  Oyster  Club  in  Eve,  11  there. 

30.  The  Rev’d  Mr  Clemons  of  Warwick  dined  with 
me.  In  the  Eve  at  Mr  Hen’s  Club. 

31.  Mr  Clemons  and  myself  dined  with  Mr  Hen  in 
Temple  Street.  In  the  Eve  Doctor  Bache  and  myself  visit- 
ed Mr  Wm.  Ryland.  The  last  Day  of  this  year  was  ex- 
tremely cold.  I walked  in  the  morning  to  Tooke;  quite 
an  American  Day. 

March  5,  1785.  Clark  Gayton  Esqr.,  Senior  Admiral  of 
the  blue,  died,  aged  74.  He  married  Judith  Rawlins  of 
Boston  in  New  England  (Sister  of  Love  Pickman,  Consort 
of  the  Honourable  Benja  Pickman  Esqr.  of  Salem)  by 
whom  he  had  one  son  George  Clark  Gayton. 
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Jan.  28,  1802.  A most  delightful  Day.  Doctor  Holy- 
oke’s Thermometer  (the  great  Standard)  was  at  Noon  at 
63* 

Feb.  5.  The  glass  in  the  morning  10  Degrees  above 
Nothing,  some  sleds  in  from  Danvers ; the  first  since  last 
March. 

18.  The  Salem  Turnpike  voted  in  the  Senate  18  to  12. 
In  the  House  18  Majority  in  Favour. 

21.  A beautiful  Day;  at  11  oclock  A.  M.  Capn  James 
Cook  in  the  Ship  Ulysses,  Cap1.  Jos.  Brown  in  the  Ship 
Brutus,  both  owned  by  the  Crowninshields,  Capn  Samuel 
Cook  in  the  Ship  Volutia  owned  by  Capn  Israel  Williams 
and  freighted  by  the  Crowninshields  and  Pierce  and 
Waite,  sailed  from  Salem  Harbour.  At  two  oclock  on 
Monday  Morning  came  on  a violent  Snow  Storm  at  North 
East.  On  the  Same  Evening  the  Storm  still  raging,  the 
Crowninshields  effected  their  Insurance  at  the  Marine  In- 
surance Office  upon  the  Same  Terms  as  if  the  weather  had 
been  the  most  favourable.  Here  wisdom  was  hidden  from 
the  wise  and  prudent;  for  Capns  Joseph  White,  Joseph 
Peabody,  Benja  Hodges  and  Nathaniel  West  were  men  of 
great  knowledge  in  marine  Business  and  these  Persons 
were  Directors  in  the  Marine  office. 

Depending  upon  the  Judgment  of  these  Men  almost 
every  underwriter  in  Salem  adventured  to  write.  On  Mon- 
day the  Ist  Day  of  March,  came  the  dismal  News  that  the 
3 ships  were  cast  away  on  Cape  Cod.  The  Brutus  intirely 
shipwrecked  (she  was  a French  Ship  with  intire  new  up- 
per works),  the  Capn  and  8 of  the  Crew  perished  and  5 
saved. 

On  the  12th  of  February  (1802)  died  in  London,  Wm 
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Brown  Esqr.  aged  65.  He  was  born  in  Salem  in  1737  and 
descended  from  the  most  wealthy  and  respectable  Family 
in  the  Town.  He  was  graduated  at  Cambridge  College  in 
1755  — read  Law  with  Edmund  Trowbridge,  King’s  At- 
torney, was  colonel  of  Ist  Regiment  in  Essex  in  1773  and 
in  1774  a judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  He  was  an  excel- 
lent scholar,  a man  of  great  Sobriety  and  free  from  every 
appearance  of  Vice.  His  property  in  Salem  was  confis- 
cated in  Times  when  men  paid  no  Regard  to  Law  and 
Justice,  and  yet  some  men  speak  of  those  Times  with  ap- 
probation. 

June  28.  I carried  my  Daughter  Rawlins  to  Hampton 
to  visit  Col.  Toppan  and  her  Cousins.  I returned  on  the 
5th  of  July  — leaving  Rawlins  there.  On  the  8th  of  July 
my  Daughter  Polly  went  with  her  Brother  Benja  & wife 
and  Daughter  to  Albany.  On  the  8th  of  August  Son 
Thomas  sat  off  for  Hampton  to  bring  Rawlins  Home. 
At  8 in  the  Evening  Polly  came  Home  from  Albany  not 
in  very  good  Health. 

August  9.  Daughter  Rawlins  came  Home  in  good 
Health  from  Cousin  Toppans  in  Hampton. 

Oct.  4,  1803.  Sat  off  from  Salem  alone  with  Mr  John 
Punchard’s  horse  and  Chaise  at  9 o’Clock,  intending  for 
New  Salem.  At  Palmer’s  in  Lynn  saw  my  old  friend  John 
Lane  Esqr  of  London.  One  mile  beyond  saw  my  classmate 
Secretary  Otis.  In  Malden  is  building  A Brick  Meeting 
House.  Sam  Tufts  has  a handsome  house  *4  a mile  North 
of  the  Meeting  House.  Got  to  my  old  Friend  Doctor 
John  Princes  House  in  Medford  at  12,  16  miles,  cost  20 
cents.  Dined  and  satt  off  at  J4  past  two  through  Meno- 
tomy,  7 miles  to  Waltham  Meeting  House.  Oated  at 
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Stone’s  in  Sudbury,  1 1 cents.  Slept  at  Howes  at  Sudbury, 
cost  $1.12. 

5.  Sat  off  at  7,  oated  at  Colonel  Russells  in  Stow,  15 
miles  from  Waltham,  cost  8 cents.  Arrived  at  Mr  Thay- 
er’s in  Lancaster  at  12,  12  miles,  in  all  50  miles.  Dined 
and  sat  off  at  2,  cost  25  cents.  Oated  at  Kendall’s,  Leo- 
minster, 9 miles,  9 cents.  Slept  at  Capt.  Hoars  in  West- 
minster, 9 miles,  $1.10. 

6.  Oated  at  Templeton,  8 miles,  7 cents.  Oated  at 
Athol,  6 cents,  8 miles,  got  to  New  Salem,  n*4  miles  at 
4 o’clock,  2 Gates,  25  cents,  gave  Curtis  25  cents,  in  all  95 
miles,  in  all  $3.35. 

9.  The  last  5 Days  remarkable  warm.  Dined  with 
Lawyer  Upham  in  company  with  Mr  Alden  graduated  in 
1799.  Mr  Faulkner  graduated  in  1802.  Drank  tea  with 
Mr  Meriam. 

10.  Dined  with  Mrs  Foster,  wife  of  the  Revd.  Drank 
tea  with  Sheriff  Saxton. 

11.  Success  having  attended  my  business  sat  off  at  8. 
Dined  at  Henry’s  at  Rutland.  Slept  at  Abbot’s  in  Holden. 

12.  Sat  off  at  8.  In  Boylston  my  horse  kicked  up  as  he 
had  done  violently  at  Westminster.  Took  off  the  crouper 
and  rode  in  the  chaise  to  Lancaster.  Dined  and  slept  at 
Mr  Thayer’s 

13.  Hired  a horse  and  came  on  to  Concord  in  my  chaise. 
Dined  at  Wyman’s.  Mr  Goss  rode  the  vicious  horse. 
Hired  a horse  for  my  chaise,  rode  on  to  Wait’s  in  Malden. 
A boy  rode  my  vicious  horse.  The  vicious  horse  kicked 
down  Mr  Wait.  I thought  he  was  dead,  after  a while  he 
recovered.  Slept  here. 

14.  Got  home  safely. 
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Jan.  8,  1804.  Mr.  Holyoke  who  was  graduated  in  1789 
and  who  is  now  teaching  Scholars  sacred  Musick,  dined 
with  me.  Sons  Benja  and  Thomas  went  to  Andover  to  visit 
Mr.  Osgood  who  is  ill  of  a nervous  fever. 

15.  Rawlins  and  myself  went  to  Andover  and  returned 
in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Osgood  remains  very  ill. 

20.  Daniel  Parker,  Teacher  of  the  Grammar  School, 
graduated  in  1773,  sup’d  with  me. 

Feb.  1.  Wm.  Bigelow  who  was  graduated  in  1794,  and 
who  keeps  a private  School  in  Town  dined  with  me. 

5.  Leverett  Saltonstall,  who  was  graduated  in  1802, 
dined  with  me. 

8.  Son  Benja  who  was  graduated  in  1784,  and  old  Mr. 
Jeffry  din’d  with  me  on  my  Father’s  Birth  Day. 

12.  Son  Thos  Wife,  Rawlins  and  myself  rode  to  An- 
dover. Mr.  Osgood  much  recovered. 

17.  Son  Thomas,  who  was  graduated  in  1791,  dined 
with  me  as  did  Cashier  Gray. 

March  2 1 . My  Class  Mate  Goodale  of  Boston  who  was 
graduated  in  1759,  dined  with  me,  as  did  Doctor  Prince 
who  was  graduated  in  1776. 

April  1,  1804.  Daniel  Appleton  White,  who  was  grad- 
uated in  1797,  dined  with  me  as  did  young  Leverett. 
Nancy  Parker  staying  with  us. 

10.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Putnam  who  was  graduated  in  1785, 
dined  with  me. 

22.  Son  William  and  Nabby  Toppan  here. 

May  2.  Doctor  Edward  Barnard  who  was  graduated  in 
1774,  sup’d  with  me,  as  did  Cap1  Knight. 

24.  The  Revd  Nathaniel  Fisher,  Pastor  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  in  this  Town  and  who  was  graduated  at  Harv- 
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ard  College  in  1763,  and  Jackson  Prescot  who  was  grad- 
uated in  1795,  dined  with  me. 

25.  The  Revd  Mr.  Thayer  of  Lancaster  who  was  grad- 
uated in  1 7 89,  breakfasted  with  me.  He  and  his  wife 
came  here  last  evening. 

June  4.  Had  a delightful  Journey  with  Rawlins  to  An- 
dover. 

5.  Carried  Tom’s  wife  to  Hampton  in  Newhall’s  Car- 
riage. 

6.  Went  alone  to  Portsmouth,  din’d  with  Jacob  Sheafe. 

7.  Came  to  Salem  with  Tom’s  wife. 

Died  at  Shrewsbury,  Ephraim  Pratt,  aged  1 1 7,  he  was 
born  at  Shrewsbury,  perhaps  the  oldest  man  that  ever  died 
in  New  England. 

10.  The  Rev’d  Isaac  Smith  who  was  graduated  in  1767, 
dined  with  me. 

July  18,  1804.  Twelve  Sons  of  Harvard  dined  at  Wil- 
lis’s in  Lynn. 

19.  Simon  Forrester  who  was  graduated  in  1803,  dined 
with  me  at  the  Farm,  with  Leverett  Saltonstall. 

26.  The  Revd.  Mr.  Foster  of  Sudbury  who  was  grad- 
uated in  1777,  dined  with  me,  as  did  his  wife. 

Aug.  2.  Ezekiel  Savage,  Esqr.  who  was  graduated  in 
1778,  dined  with  me  at  the  Farm. 

23.  Mr.  Jeffery  dined  with  me  on  Mrs.  Pickman’s 
Birth  Day.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  and  his  two  Sons  came. 

27.  I fainted  away  at  12  O’clock. 

28.  Rawlins  went  to  Commence 

Sept.  1.  Mr.  & Mrs.  Osgood  went  to  Andover. 

6.  Todd  and  Plummer  dined  with  me  at  the  Farm. 
A Great  Drought. 
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10.  Rawlins  went  to  Portsmouth  with  Cap11.  West  and 
Martha. 

11.  A great  North  East  Storm  — Mr  Hopkins  new 
Spire  fell. 

12.  Revd  Doctor  Barnard  who  was  graduated  in  1766, 
dined  with  me,  as  did  Mr.  Goodale. 

1 6.  The  Revd  Mr.  Whitman  of  Wellfleet  who  was 
graduated  in  1779,  spent  a long  Evening  with  me. 

19.  Went  with  Doctor  Barnard  to  Newbury  to  the 
Ordination  of  Mr.  J.  Popkin  who  was  installed  when  the 
Revd  Chris  Toppan  was  Minister. 

Oct.  1,  1804.  Mr.  Kimball  who  was  graduated  in  1804, 
dined  with  me. 

5.  Rawlins  and  I went  to  Lexington  and  dined,  lodged 
at  Russell’s  in  Stow. 

6.  Went  to  Lancaster,  stayed  with  the  Revd  Mr  Thayer. 

8.  Sat  off  and  dined  at  Groton,  arrived  at  Mr  Atherton’s 
in  Amherst  at  6. 

9.  A tremendous  Storm. 

11.  Sat  off,  dined  at  Stevens  in  Tyngsborough  — got 
to  Mr.  Osgood’s  in  Andover  at  7. 

12.  After  Dinner  returned  to  Salem,  a pleasant  Time. 

26.  Jos.  Sprague  who  was  graduated  in  1804,  dined 

with  me  at  the  Farm,  as  did  Leverett  Saltonstall 

28.  Dudley  L.  Pickman  dined  with  me. 

Nov.  1.  Mr.  Tucker  who  was  graduated  in  1791,  dined 
with  me. 

2.  Mr.  Atherton,  who  was  graduated  in  1794,  break- 
fasted with  me. 

2.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  din’d.  (Benja  & Thomas  dined  at 
10)  and  then  went  to  Andover. 
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3.  Shepard  Gray  and  Others  bought  the  Corner  Lot 
that  makes  Essex  and  Market  Streets  of  the  Wrenthalls 
for  8500  Dollars. 

8.  Rawlins  had  a very  large  Party. 

18.  My  Birth  Day  — 64  years  old.  My  Grandson, 
Hasket  Derby  Pickman  dined  with  me. 

22.  I supped  with  the  Revd  Mr  Fisher  who  lives  near  to 
the  Neck  Gate.  Judge  Livermore,  Mr.  Tyng  and  others 
supped  with  him. 

23.  I dined  with  Mr  Joshua  Ward.  Dr.  Holyoke  and 
others  dined  there. 

24.  Cap1.  George  Crowninshield  was  tried  yesterday 
for  a Riot,  by  ordering  the  Widow  Ward’s  Fence  to  be 
cut  down.  Mr  James  Becket  and  Thaddeus  Gwynn  were 
upon  the  Jury  and  a Marblehead  Man.  9 of  the  Jury 
were  of  opinion  it  was  a Riot,  3 voted  it  was  not  a Riot, 
and  they  would  have  said  that  it  is  not  the  Sun  which  il- 
luminated our  Earth.  Cap11  Crowninshield  was  bound  over 
to  appear  at  Ipswitch  Court. 

25.  Mr.  Jonathan  Ireland,  one  of  the  Jury  upon  Crown- 
inshields  Trial,  says  there  were  5 one  way  and  7 another. 
One  Difficulty  with  the  Jury  was  that  the  men  who  cut 
down  the  Fence  were  implicated  and  Mr.  Ireland  thought 
the  men  were  innocent,  they  only  did  what  they  were  or- 
dered to  do.  This  Trial  has  been  made  a great  Party 
Business. 

29.  Thanksgiving.  My  children  and  grand  children 
who  live  in  Town  dined  with  me,  and  William  from  Bos- 
ton and  Mary  Apthorp. 

Dec.  2.  Polly  Shays,  a Servant  Girl  in  the  House,  went 
to  her  Mother’s  in  Danvers,  being  threatened  with  a Fever. 
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Nurse  Barker  burnt  her  Foot  last  week,  so  that  we  are 
in  a very  crippled  State. 

8.  Colonel  Toppan  and  wife  slept  here. 

9.  Colonel  Toppan  and  wife  went  on  to  Boston  to  the 
Funeral  of  her  Brother  Dr  Parker. 

11.  I dined  at  Samuel  Putnam  Esqr  in  Comp’y  with 
Doctor  Holyoke  and  other  Worthies. 

15.  General  Fosters  Chocolate  Mill  in  Danvers  burnt 
down. 

18.  Dined  at  Doctor  Littles  in  Company  with  Doctor 
Holyoke  and  other  Worthies.  News  arrived  that  the  Eng- 
lish off  Cadiz  on  the  5th  of  October  took  twenty  millions 
of  Dollars  from  the  Spaniards  from  Dio  de  la  Plata.  Post 
had  arrived  at  Portsmouth. 

23.  The  Revd  Mr  May  of  Marblehead  preached  for 
Doctor  Barnard.  Mr  Stone  Son  of  the  Revd  Mr  Stone  of 
Reading  dined  with  me.  ^ 

25.  Dined  with  Son  Benja  Mrs  Pickman  has  a cold  and 
was  not  well  enough  to  dine  there.  In  the  evening  I went 
to  the  Assembly.  Young  Jos  Sprague  invited  Rawlins. 

30.  My  Grandson  Gayton  Pickman  dined  with  me.  He 
came  from  Exeter  where  he  has  been  studying  lately.  He 
is  come  home,  being  vacation. 

Jan.  1,  1805.  Revd  Mr  Hopkins  preached  a Dedication 
Sermon  at  his  new  Meeting  House — a great  deal  of  musick. 

10.  Dined  with  Cap11  Peabody.  Master  Parker  who  was 
graduated  in  1773,  supped  with  me.  Mr.  & Mrs.  Osgood 
and  his  two  children  came  here. 

1 8.  Went  to  Boston  in  Tommy  NewhalPs  Carriage,  car- 
ried Derby  Pickman  & dined  with  Capn  John  Derby.  Re- 
turned after  Dinner. 
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24.  Dined  with  Capn  Samuel  Derby.  Rawlins  and 
Martha  West  went  to  Andover  in  Capn  West’s  Sleigh. 

26.  Master  Parker  dined  here. 

30.  Dined  with  Mr  John  Derby.  On  the  28th,  Ebenr 
Putnam  who  was  graduated  in  1785,  Benja  Pickman  jur  in 
1784,  Thomas  Pickman  in  1791,  Colonel  Cushing  who 
married  an  Orne,  Mr  Turner  and  Doctor  Little,  graduated 
in  1787,  supd  with  me. 

Feb.  3.  The  Doctor’s  wife  and  myself  set  off  in  New- 
hall’s  coach  to  bring  Home  Rawlins.  We  went  1 5 Miles 
and  could  go  no  further  and  returned. 

7.  Dined  at  Doctor  Osgood’s  in  Company  with  Major 
Sprague  and  others. 

18.  Joshua  Ward  and  Mich.  Webb  sup’d. 

19.  Wm  came  from  Boston. 

20.  Wm  Returned. 

22.  Dined  with  Mr  Joshua  Ward  Jr. 

March  8.  Dined  at  Buffinton’s  with  the  Select  Men. 

10.  Mr  Robert  Rogers  who  was  graduated  in  1802, 
din’d  with  me. 

1 6.  School  Master  Parker  who  was  graduated  in  1773, 
dined  with  me. 

24.  Leverett  Saltonstall  dined  with  me. 

April  8,  1805.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  passed  three  Days 
with  us. 

15.  Rawlins  went  to  Andover  with  Benja’s  wife. 

16.  Mr  Knapp  of  Andover  dined  with  rpe. 

17.  Mr  Knapp,  Simon  Forrester  and  myself  dined  at 
the  Farm. 

22.  Rawlins  and  myself  went  to  Boston  in  Tommy 
Newhall’s  Coach.  I dined  with  Cap11  John  Derby. 
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23.  Went  to  Ipswitch  as  an  Evidence  in  the  case  of 
Ward  against  Crowninshield,  returned. 

27.  Dined  with  Son  Benja  on  Salmon. 

June  13.  Went  to  Boston  and  dined  with  Widow 
Welsh.  Carried  Doctors  Wife. 

July  4,  1805.  Had  a grand  Dinner  at  Concert  Hall. 
Oration  in  Mr  Barnard’s  Meeting  House. 

6.  Preparing  to  go  to  New  Salem  in  the  County  of 
Hants. 

8.  Went  to  Boston,  carried  Derby.  Dined  with  J. 
Derby. 

11.  Mrs  Pickman  and  myself  sat  out  for  New  Salem. 
Slept  at  Wheelers  at  Framingham. 

12.  Slept  at  Rutland. 

13.  Arrived  at  New  Salem  — lodged  at  Doty’s  Tav- 
ern. 

14.  Mr  Blodget  of  Greenwich  preached. 

16.  Dined  with  Dr  Cowell. 

17.  Sat  off.  Slept  at  Kendalls  in  Leominster. 

18.  Dined  at  Mr  Thayers  in  Lancaster. 

19.  Arrived  at  Salem. 

Aug.  23.  Mr  Jeffry  & Gayton  Pickman  dined  here 
being  Mrs  Pickman’s  birth  Day. 

Sept.  14.  Mrs  Pickman  confined  to  her  Chamber. 

18.  Mr  Parker  and  myself  dined  at  Willis’s,  walked 
Home  after  Dinner,  the  small  Fish  excellent. 

24.  The  Drought  still  continues  very  Severe. 

25.  Mrs  Pickman  came  below. 

28.  Had  a Fire  on  acct  of  Mrs  Pickman’s  Indisposition. 
Oct.  18,  1805.  Went  with  Mrs  Pickman  to  Cape  Ann 

— dined  at  Low’s  and  returned. 
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25.  Rawlins  had  a very  great  Party. 

30.  Went  with  Mrs  Pickman  to  Andover,  dined  with 
Mr  Osgood  and  returned. 

31.  Daniel  Parker,  Keeper  of  the  Grammar  School, 
dind  with  me  on  boiled  Cod  and  Oyster  Sauce. 

Nov.  1.  Digging  a well  at  the  new  Barn  at  the  Farm. 

4.  A new  Court  making  in  Warren  Street 

14.  Colonel  Toppan  and  Nancy  Parker  and  Parson 
Thayer’s  Daughter  came  to  my  House  and  stayed  till  the 
Morning  of  the  16th. 

15.  I dined  with  the  Board  of  Health. 

28.  Thanksgiving.  The  Family  dined  with  me.  Mr  & 
Mrs  Osgood  from  Andover. 

30.  The  Glass  at  sixty.  The  whole  Month  of  Novem- 
ber remarkably  warm  and  pleasant. 

Dec.  6.  Mrs  Pickman  and  myself  went  to  Andover  and 
dined  with  Mrs  Osgood,  returned  in  the  Evening.  A 
warm  pleasant  Day.  Farmers  ploughing. 

9.  Mr  Prescot,  Putnam,  Little  and  two  Sons  sup’d  with 
us. 

18.  Mrs  Pickman  and  myself  went  to  the  new  Hotel  in 
Topsfield  kept  by  Doctor  Cleveland.  We  dined  and  re- 
turn^. 

20.  Dined  with  Mr  Hersey  Derby. 

Jan.  2,  1807.  Rawlins  went  to  Boston  with  Mrs  Prince. 
Martha  West  went  with  her. 

5.  Kept  Home  with  the  Gout. 

9.  Judge  Parsons  hung  in  Effigy  on  the  Common. 

14.  Rhode  to  Lynn  and  to  my  Farm. 

1 6.  Din’d  with  the  Board  of  Health  at  Benja  Webb’s, 
Bridge  Street. 
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23.  Went  to  Boston  and  brought  Home  Rawlins.  Very 
cold  Day.  Din’d  with  Mr  John  Prince. 

24.  The  Gout  so  far  removed  as  that  I can  go  abroad 
as  usual. 

26.  One  of  the  coldest  Days  known,  said  to  be  the 
coldest  at  Cambridge  ever  known. 

31.  Mrs  Pickman  again  confined  to  her  Chamber  owing 
to  a great  Cold  and  a very  feeble  Constitution. 

Feb.  8.  My  Father’s  Birth  Day.  Gay  ton  and  Elisabeth 
dined  with  me.  I kept  the  Day  with  Gratitude  and  Af- 
fection. 

13.  Mrs  Pickman  came  below. 

19.  Dined  with  Cap1  Sam.  Derby. 

21.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me.  Very  uncommon 
Freshets  the  15th  Instant. 

March  1.  Son  Wm  in  Town.  The  Doctor  went  with 
Cap1  Orne  to  New  York.  Very  cold  Night. 

2.  Son  Wm  Returned. 

4.  Carried  Mr  Knap  to  Boston.  Returned  in  Evening. 
Din’d  with  John  Derby. 

6.  Settled  my  accounts  as  Treasurer,  determining  to 
serve  no  more  having  held  the  Office  1 9 years,  dined  with 
the  Selectmen. 

13.  Went  to  Andover,  carried  Mr  Knap.  Drank  Tea  at 
Doctor  Osgood’s. 

14.  Returned  before  Dinner  on  acc1.  of  a Snow  Storm. 

1 7.  Sup’d  with  Doctor  Stearns.  Parson  Bently  there. 

18.  Mrs  Pickman  dined  below. 

20.  Dined  with  Doctor  Holyoke. 

26.  Dr  Little  pass’d  the  Evens  here. 

31.  A great  snow  storm. 
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April  2,  1 807.  Sat  off  for  Exeter  with  Son  Ben.  Dined 
at  Newbury  Bridge.  Slept  at  Adam’s  at  Exeter.  Grandson 
Benja  at  the  Academy. 

3.  Last  Night  and  this  Morning  a great  Snow  Storm. 
After  Dinner  went  to  Col  Toppan’s  in  Hampton  and 
Slept.  The  Road  excessively  bad  with  snow. 

4.  Left  Hampton,  dined  at  Cleveland’s  in  Topsfield, 
got  Home  at  Six. 

17.  Carried  Rawlins  to  Andover. 

18.  Returned.  The  Roads  very  good. 

21.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came  and  dined,  as  did  Mr 
Philips  of  Andover. 

24.  Rawlins  and  Martha  West  sat  off  for  Andover. 

28.  Ichabod  Tucker  Esqr  the  clerk  of  the  Court  dined 
with  me. 

29.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me.  The  Names  of  the 
young  girls  who  fell  into  a Vault  are  Hannah  Randall,  19 
years,  Rebecca  Silsby,  16,  Sally  Perkins,  16,  Lydia  Le- 
favour,  16,  Hannah  Berry  Foster,  15,  Eunice  Buff  urn,  13, 
Nancy  Green,  10,  who  was  suffocated  and  died. 

30.  Mr.  Benjamin  Luscomb,  One  of  the  Watch  struck 
down  by  Lightning  and  Recovered. 

May  9.  Went  with  Leverett  Saltonstall  to  Haverhill 
and  din’d  with  his  Father.  After  Dinner  I went  to  Andover. 

11.  Leverett  Saltonstall  came  to  Andover  and  after 
Dinner  we  returned  to  Salem. 

18.  Edward  Huntington  went  to  see  his  Friends  in 
Newport. 

25.  Carried  Rawlins  to  Andover. 

June  6.  The  Spring  being  very  cold  we  have  a Fire  all 
this  Day. 
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8.  Extremely  warm,  Glass  at  85.  Mrs  Pickman  rode 
out,  the  first  Time  since  Oct.  last. 

9.  Son  Benja  & Wife  & Martha  sat  off  for  Stafford’s 
Springs. 

10.  Derby,  Gayton  and  Sam  Gray  dined  with  me  at  the 
Farm.  Varney  Pearce  Esqr  & Mr  Allen,  Representatives 
of  New  Salem,  came  up  and  dined.  Mrs  Pickman  rode  to 
Lynn.  Came  Home  by  way  of  the  Farm. 

20.  Rawlins  and  I went  to  Dunstable  to  stay  with  Mr 
and  Mrs  Abbot. 

22.  Went  to  Amherst  & returned. 

23.  Returned  to  Salem. 

July  7,  1807.  Carried  Mrs  Pickman  to  Andover. 

8.  Went  to  Boston,  din’d  at  Julians.  Returned. 

17.  Sat  off  on  Journey  with  Rawlins. 

18.  Dined  with  Cap1  Ward  at  Lancaster,  left  Rawlins 
with  Mrs  Thayer. 

19.  Attended  worship  at  Mr  Rice’s  in  West  Minster. 

20.  Arrived  at  New  Salem. 

23.  Sat  off  from  New  Salem. 

25.  Din’d  with  Dr.  Prince  in  Medford.  Arrived  safe. 
Mrs  Osgood  at  my  House. 

Aug.  15.  The  Routh’s  came. 

1 7.  The  Rouths  din’d  with  me. 

26.  Went  to  Commencement. 

Sept.  5.  Confined  with  the  Influenza. 

12.  Mrs  Pickman  confined  to  her  chamber  with  the  In- 
fluenza. 

16.  A Comet  in  the  West. 

Oct.  9,  1807.  Caroline  Plummer  here. 

10.  Mrs  Pickman  came  below  10  days  ago. 
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22.  Mrs  Pickman  & Rawlins  went  to  Andover. 

29.  Went  to  Andover  and  brought  Mrs  Pickman  Home. 
Andover  Bridge  in  great  Part  finished  and  Andover  Turn- 
pike from  Felton’s  Corner  in  great  Forwardness. 

30.  Henry  Routh  dined  with  me. 

31.  I dined  with  Son  Benja. 

Nov.  5.  Carried  Henry  Routh  to  Andover  and  re- 
turned. Rawlins  had  a great  party. 

18.  My  Birth  Day.  Benja  & Thomas  din’d.  A violent 
Snow  Storm. 

19.  Rawlins  had  a great  Party. 

22.  There  has  been  no  Sleighing. 

26.  Thanksgiving  — Son  Wm  and  Henry  Routh  dined 
here. 

30.  Rawlins  had  a Cotillon  Party.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood 
came. 

Dec.  28.  Grandchildren  dined  here. 

Jan.  20,  1809.  Miss  Fletcher  and  Dudley  Pickman 
dined  with  Rawlins. 

27.  Mrs  Pickman  dined  below.  News  by  the  London 
Packet  of  Grandson  B.  T.  Pickman’s  arriving. 

30.  A great  Snow  Storm. 

Feb.  1.  Master  Parker  din’d  with  me. 

3.  Evening  with  Master  Parker.  Major  Saunders  there. 

8.  My  Father’s  Birthday.  Gayton,  Hayley  Forrester, 
Robert  Osgood  and  Martha  West  din’d  here. 

11.  Considerable  Snow  fell  early  this  morning.  News 
arrived  that  a large  majority  of  the  House  in  Congress 
had  voted  to  raise  the  wicked  tyrannical  Embargo. 

17.  My  Sister  Frye  died  very  suddenly  this  morning 
in  her  77th  year. 


C 183  3 


The  Diary  of  Benjamin  Pickman 

20.  My  Sister  Frye  buried  from  her  Daughter  Stickney’s. 

25.  Mr  Wm  Gray  having  bou[gh]t  a House  in  Boston 
intends  to  move  thither.  The  Republicans  have  petitioned 
him  to  stay  in  Salem.  3 Federalists  have  signed  the  Peti- 
tion. Martha  West  with  Rawlins. 

Mar.  11.  Extremely  cold.  Dr  Berry  of  Andover  and 
Martha  Parker  dined  with  me. 

13.  Town  Meeting  2 Federalists  chosen  Select  men,  3 
others  out. 

27.  A great  Snow  Storm. 

April  3,  1809.  Rawlins  went  to  Boston  with  Martha 
West. 

1 1 . Mr  Thayer  and  Wife  and  Child  came. 

12.  They  dined  & stayed  — rainy. 

13.  I dined  at  Benja’s  with  Gen.  Cobb. 

14.  Rawlins  came  Home  with  John  Derby. 

23.  Ann  Bartlett  dined  here. 

27.  Mr  Osgood  came  and  Son  William,  they  & Benja 
and  Parson  Barnard  dined. 

29.  Carried  Master  Parker  to  Andover,  dined  and  Re- 
turned. A fine  Evening  to  observe  ye  Eclipse. 

May  3.  Rawlins  went  to  Andover  with  her  Brother 
Thomas.  On  the  2d  which  was  yesterday,  Master  Parker 
and  myself  went  to  Flax  Pond  and  catched  only  one  Fish. 
Much  too  early. 

4.  A great  Number  of  Vessels  fitting  away  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Embargo  being  removed. 

8.  Son  Benja  set  off  for  Congress. 

17.  Doctor  Turner  dined  here. 

24.  Carried  Rawlins  to  Andover.  Returned  over  the 
new  Turn  Pike.  No  gates  up  as  yet. 
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30.  Went  to  Boston,  tarried  at  John  Derby’s. 

31.  Election,  16  Ministers  dined  at  John  Derby’s. 

June  1.  Dined  with  Son  Wm.  Returned  to  Salem. 

3.  Carried  Rawlins,  Anstiss  and  Derby  to  Andover. 
Derby  stayed.  I took  a great  cold. 

12.  Carried  Mrs  Pickman  to  Andover. 

15.  Sat  off  with  Mrs  Osgood,  Rawlins  & Ann  Bartlett, 
dined  at  Cambridge,  slept  at  Roxbury.  Great  Rain  at  5. 

16.  Breakfasted  at  Fuller’s  in  Dedham,  dined  at 
Hatch’s  in  Attleborough,  arrived  at  Ammidon’s  in  Provi- 
dence. 

17.  Viewing  the  Town. 

18.  Very  rainy.  All  staid  at  Home. 

19.  Left  Providence,  dined  at  Polly’s  in  Walpole. 
Slept  at  Dedham. 

20.  Dined  at  the  Hotel  in  Lynnfield.  Arrived  Home 
at  6.  Cap1  West  & Martha  went  the  journey  with  us. 

July  4,  1809.  Parsons  Fisher  and  Barnard,  myself  and 
6 more  passed  the  Day  pleasantly  at  Flax  Pond. 

Aug.  23.  Mrs  Pickman’s  Birth  Day.  Master  dined  with 
me. 

31.  Dined  at  Willis  in  Lynn  on  Flax  Pond  Fish  — the 
company  Master  Parker,  Master  Biglow  and  Nat  Fadre 
Fosdick. 

Sept.  1 1 . Carried  Rawlins  to  Andover. 

12.  Rode  with  Mr  Osgood  to  Haverhill. 

13.  Appointed  for  the  Ordination  of  Mr  Gay. 

14.  The  Counsell  after  much  thought  (and  Mr  Gay 
being  unwilling  to  settle  with  such  an  opposition)  voted 
unanimously  not  to  ordain. 

15.  Returned. 
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22.  Walked  to  Marblehead,  din’d  at  the  Farm.  Mrs 
Pickman  taken  with  Bleeding.  She  discharged  at  the 
mouth  at  1 2 o’clock  a considerable  Quantity  — at  1 1 in  the 
evening  large  Quantity. 

25.  Mr  and  Mrs  Osgood  came  from  Freeport. 

27.  Son  William  came. 

29.  My  dearest  Mrs  Pickman  much  better. 

Oct.  5,  1809.  Mrs  Pickman  went  into  the  best  chamber. 

10.  Went  to  Andover  and  bro’t  Mrs  Osgood  — the  hot- 
test weather  ever  known  for  10  Days  past  — the  glass  has 
been  up  to  84. 

16.  Mr  Botts  Shop  removed  the  11th  Instant. 

26.  Dined  alone  at  the  Farm. 

27.  The  Failure  of  Col.  Philips  of  Andover  makes 
great  Talk. 

31.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came  and  returned  — A very 
pleasant  month  was  October. 

Nov.  7.  Went  to  Andover,  left  Rawlins  at  Topsfield 
Hotel,  brought  Mrs  Osgood  and  Rawlins  Home. 

17.  Took  a very  pleasant  walk  to  the  Farm. 

18.  Master  Parker  and  Master  Cole  dined  with  me  on 
my  Birthday. 

24.  Violent  Snow  Storm. 

Dec.  1.  2 little  Osgoods  dined  with  me. 

8.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came.  Mr  Osgood  returned. 

9.  Family  dined.  Uncommonly  rainy  & wet  weather. 
The  Thermometer  up  to  65  on  the  7th. 

14.  Son  Benja  sat  off  for  Congress  — quite  warm 
weather. 

21.  Had  a pleasant  walk  to  the  Farm. 

24.  Mr  Wm  Swett  dined  with  me. 
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25.  Went  to  Church,  the  Revd  Mr  Fisher  made  an  ex- 
cellent Sermon,  the  Church  very  full,  a very  moderate 
Day. 

26.  Spent  the  evening  with  Mr  Michael  Webb.  Mr 
Webb  always  provides  handsomely.  He  had  a roast 
Turkey,  3 roast  Ducks,  and  Pies  and  Puddings  & Whips 
in  Plenty. 

27.  The  Revd  Nathaniel  Fisher  and  Dudley  Leavit 
Pickman  dined  with  me. 

28.  Gayton  din’d  with  me. 

29.  Doctor  Edward  Barnard  sup’d  with  me  on  Beef 
Stakes.  Our  Marine  Society  voted  250  Dollars  to  be  given 
to  poor  widows. 

30.  Mrs  Pickman  and  Elizabeth  West  dined  with  me. 

31.  Mrs  Pickman  still  confined  to  her  Chamber,  but 
slowly  recruiting. 

Jan.  3,  1810.  My  good  Aunt  Curwin  (She  was  the  sis- 
ter of  my  Father  and  the  youngest  of  9 Children)  died 
this  morning  at  2 o’Clock  in  the  92d  year  of  her  age.  She 
had  lived  a widow  almost  64  years,  her  husband  Cap1 
George  Curwin  died  at  St.  Eustatia  in  July,  1746,  aged 
29. 

12.  Dined  with  Dr  Holyoke. 

17.  Ichabod  Tucker,  Cap1  Emery,  and  the  Doctor  dined 
with  me. 

1 8th  19th  & or  20th  as  cold  three  days  as  ever  known  and 
the  1 8th  terribly  windy. 

26.  Mrs  Pickman  and  Miss  Fletcher  dined  with  us. 

Feb.  10.  Very  cold.  On  the  8th  my  Father’s  Birth  Day, 
Shepard  Gray  and  the  Doctor  dined. 

17.  Carried  Master  Parker  to  Andover  and  Returned. 
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20.  Mr  Ballou  preached  at  the  universal  Meeting 
House,  Mr  Bowles  at  the  Baptist,  Mr  Worcester  at  the 
Tabernacle,  Mr  Spalding  at  the  Branch,  this  Evening. 
I suppose  2000  Persons  attended  worship  in  all  these 
Meeting  Houses  — there  is  an  immense  Awakening  (as  it 
is  called)  in  Salem.  I attended  at  the  Universal,  the  sing- 
ing very  good. 

March  i.  the  Doctor  and  Shephard  Gray  dined  with 
me  on  Picker  ill. 

4.  Mrs  Abbot  & Dudley  Pickman  dined  with  me. 

5.  Master  Parker  invited  me  to  sup  with  him  on  oysters. 

13.  Mrs  Abbot  and  Dudley  Pickman  dined  here.  Mr 

and  Mrs  Osgood  came. 

1 8.  Mr  Abbot  and  Wife  din’d  here. 

20.  Carried  Mr  and  Mrs  Osgood  to  Andover. 

30.  Mr  Prout  dined  with  me  the  Second  Time. 

April  2,  1810.  Cap1  Allen  and  Ebenr  Putnam  dined 
with  me. 
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12.  My  Grandson  Benja  arrived  at  Boston  this  morn- 
ing and  at  Salem  at  1 1 o’clock  A.  M.  Mr  Peabody  sup’d 
with  me. 

May  1.  Mrs  Pickman  came  below  for  5 or  10  minutes. 

11.  Son  Benja  returned  from  Congress. 

12.  Mrs  Pickman  dined  below. 

18.  Son  Benja  & Wife  and  B.  T.  Pickman,  Gayton  & 
Derby  Pickman,  Sons  Thomas  & Wm,  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood 
dined  with  me  and  Nephew  Dudley. 
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27.  Enlarging  the  Farm  House  and  Making  Stone 
Walls. 

28.  Din’d  at  Flax  Pond. 

31.  Colonel  Toppan  and  Daughter  came. 

June  1.  I went  to  Milton  & dined  with  Warren  Pearce, 
the  Preceptor.  I slept  at  John  Derby’s  in  Boston. 

2.  Returned  & bro’t  Varney  Pearce. 

4.  Col.  Toppan  and  Nabby  returned.  Mrs  Osgood 
came  here  the  2d. 

6.  Rawlins  went  to  Brookline  to  stay  with  Mrs  Prince. 

15.  Humphrey  Atherton  & Wife  and  2 children  came. 

17.  Atherton  and  wife  returned  to  Amherst. 

18.  Carried  Anstiss  to  Dunstable. 

20.  Left  Dunstable  and  slept  at  Mr  Osgood’s. 

21.  Came  home  after  dinner. 

30.  Very  considerable  Showers  — carried  Rawlins  to 
the  Farm. 

July  4,  1810.  Mr  Fisher,  Parker  and  myself  dined  at 
Flax  Pond. 

18.  Parson  Fisher,  Master  Parker  and  myself  din’d  at 
Flax  Pond  being  old  Commencement  Day. 

19.  Son  Wm  came.  C.  Kitteredge  dined. 

20.  Carried  Wm  & Anstiss  to  Andover.  Returned. 

28.  Dined  at  the  Farm  with  Derby. 

Aug.  1.  Rawlins  went  to  Andover  to  see  Gayton.  Re- 
turned. 

9.  Carried  Parson  Fisher  to  the  Farm  and  din’d. 

16.  Dined  alone  at  the  Farm. 

22.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came  — Mr  Osgood  & I dined 
at  the  Factory. 

23.  Parson  Prince  and  Mrs  Pickman  dined  here. 
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28.  Carried  Master  Parker  to  Andover  and  returned, 
bro,t:  the  Boys. 

31.  Gayton  and  Isaac  Osgood  and  Derby  Pickman  din’d 
with  me  on  Roast  Pig. 

Sept.  1 . Gayton  & Isaac  Osgood,  Derby  Pickman  & Sam 
Putnam  dined  with  me  at  the  Farm. 

17.  Mr  Osgood  came  and  bron  Mr  Bailey  Loring,  the 
candidate  for  the  Ministry  in  Andover. 

18.  Carried  Rawlins  to  Andover. 

19.  Mr  Loring  ordained. 

20.  Returned  with  Ann  Bartlet. 

30.  The  Grasshoppers  have  for  6 weeks  past  covered 
the  Land  and  have  done  much  Damage.  Building  Stone 
Wall  on  the  Farm. 

Oct.  5,  i8ig.  Extremely  warm  for  5 Days. 

12.  Carried  Ichabod  Tucker  Esqr  to  Andover.  Re- 
turned. 

17.  Dudley  Pickman  and  wife  & sister  dined  here. 

25.  Martha  West,  Ann  Bartlett  & Mr  Blanchard  dined 
with  Rawlins. 

31.  Passed  the  Evening  with  Master  Parker  and  supd 
on  Oysters  — o rare  Master  Lang  there. 

Nov.  2.  A very  great  Snow  Storm. 

6.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came. 

9.  Evening  at  Jos.  Sprague’s. 

14.  Master  Parker  din’d  with  me  on  Giblet  Pye. 

15.  Parson  Fisher  dined  with  me. 

22.  Walked  to  the  Farm.  Mr  Kimball  dined  with  me. 

23.  Din’d  with  Dudley  Pickman. 

25.  My  good  Grand  Daughter  Elisabeth  dined  with 
me. 
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28.  Son  Wm  came. 

29.  Thanksgiving  Day.  Family  dined  with  me. 

Dec.  2.  The  two  Osgoods  dined  with  me  and  Elisabeth, 
the  good. 

9.  Son  Benja  sat  off  for  Congress. 

12.  Considerable  Snow  without  much  wind.  First  As- 
sembly. 

14.  Derby  dined  with  me,  he  had  been  for  3 months 
very  sick. 

1 5.  Col.  Toppan  called  and  stopn  2 min. 

25.  Went  to  Church.  Parson  Fisher  preached  exceed- 
ingly well. 

29.  A very  beautiful  Day,  the  Glass  up  to  55.  The 
Sledding  intirely  gone.  A Petition  to  alter  the  Road  in 
South  Fields. 

30.  Mr  Chandler,  the  School  Master,  dined  with  me. 

31.  Daniel  Parker,  Keeper  of  the  Grammar  School  in 
Salem  dismissed,  owing  to  Parson  Bently  and  Joseph  E. 
Sprague. 

Jan.  1,  1812.  A very  rainy  Day,  the  Streets  and  Roads 
very  bad.  Derby  dined  with  me. 

4.  Master  Parker  & Jacob  Knap  sup’d  with  me  last 
evening,  — warm  Day. 

11.  Elizabeth  & Martha  P.  and  Mary  Peabody  dined 
with  me. 

12.  Anstiss  P.  & Sally  Thayer  dined  with  me. 

1 4.  Gayton  & Derby  Pickman  and  George  Derby  dined 
with  me. 

18.  Elizabeth  Pickman  and  Mary  Peabody  dined  with 
me. 

16.  Extremely  cold.  Mr  John  Dodge  who  died  sud- 

l !9I  1 


The  Diary  of  Benjamin  Pickman 

denly  was  carried  into  Parson  Worcester’s  Meeting  House. 
The  House  was  full.  It  was  said  it  was  by  Desire  of  the 
Singers. 

19.  A Snow  Storm.  Wind  at  North.  Gayton  dined 
here. 

20.  A Snow  Storm.  No  meeting  at  Parson  Prince’s  nor 
at  the  church. 

24.  Mr  Austin  came. 

25.  Mr  Austin  and  Hannah  went  to  Dracut.  Derby  and 
Francis  Gerrish  dined  with  me. 

30.  Mr  Osgood  came  and  bro’t  Peter  Poor  to  live  with 
me.  Mr  Osgood  and  his  Son  Gayton  & Gayton  & Derby 
Pickman  din’d  here. 

31.  The  late  very  severe  weather  has  again  made  Mrs. 
Pickman  very  sick. 

Feb.  1 and  2.  As  beautiful  Days  as  were  ever  seen. 
Anstiss  and  Sally  Thayer  dined  with  me  on  the  2d. 

5.  Elizabeth  & Sally  Thayer  dined  with  me. 

6.  Extremely  cold.  Master  Parker  & Master  Knap 
supped  with  me. 

12.  Elizabeth  and  Francis  din’d  with  me. 

14.  Thomas  Cushing  and  Shepard  Gray  dined  with  me. 
Rainy. 

1 6.  Mr  Brown  of  Ohio  preached  — Master  Parker 
sup’d  — began  to  snow  at  8. 

19.  Gayton  dined  with  me.  At  Jeremiah  Briggs  in  the 
Evening. 

21.  Leverett  Saltonstall,  and  Mr  Chandler  din’d  with 
me. 

Mar.  5.  Very  cold  yet  — rode  to  Spring  Pond.  Sleigh- 
ing very  good. 
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1 1 .  Master  Cole  dined  with  me. 

13.  Master  Parker  & Gayton  sup’d  with  me. 

14.  Humphrey  Atherton  came. 

21.  A great  uproar  in  Town  on  acch  of  a British  Spy. 

25.  Master  Parker  din’d  with  me. 

27.  Doctor  Lang  dined  with  me. 

28.  Went  to  Andover  and  returned.  Very  muddy. 

Apr.  2,  1812.  Walked  to  Howard’s. 

6.  Town  Meet’s  — Republicans  very  riotous. 

11.  Rawlins  went  to  Boston  on  the  10th  and  returned 
on  the  1 Ith  on  the  10th  the  Revd  Mr  Browne  of  Cincinnati, 
1,000  miles  from  Salem,  drank  Tea  with  me. 

12.  A Collection  at  Parson  Barnard’s  Meeting  House 
of  Sixty-six  Dols  to  help  build  a College  at  Cincinnati  by 
the  Desire  of  Mr.  Browne  who  preached  in  the  afternoon. 

13.  A great  Quantity  of  Snow  Fell.  Sons  Benja  & Wm 
sat  off  for  Richmond. 

14.  A great  Deal  of  Snow  on  the  Ground  and  the 
Streets  very  muddy. 

15.  Mrs  Pickman  & Doctor  & Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  din’d. 

17.  A very  extraordinary  warm  Day,  the  Glass  at  74. 

Master  Parker  dined  with  me. 

20.  Master  Parker  sup’d.  I walked  to  the  Farm,  the  Ist 
Time. 

24.  Mr  & Mrs  Smith  called  on  us.  Govr  Gerry  has  re- 
ceived an  order  to  draw  out  10,000  militia. 

25.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me  at  the  Farm. 

27.  Mr  Osgood  came  & carried  Isaac  home. 

29.  Dudley  Pickman  and  wife  and  Mrs  Abbot  dined 
with  me. 

May  2.  Carried  Rawlins  to  Andover.  She  returned. 
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4.  A great  Snow  Storm  all  Day. 

5.  An  extremely  windy  Day. 

6.  Master  Parker  came  in  Butmans  Carriage.  We  re- 
turned. 

8.  Honest  Tom  Cushing  din’d  with  me. 

12.  Miss  Meriam,  the  Daughter  of  my  Friend  Doctor 
Meriam  of  New  Salem  drank  Tea  here. 

20.  Sat  off  for  N.  Salem,  lodged  at  Stow. 

21.  Went  to  Lancaster. 

22.  Went  to  Athol. 

23.  Went  to  New  Salem. 

24.  Mr  Gay  preached,  after  the  Service  went  to  Athol. 

25.  Went  to  Lancaster  and  tarried  at  Mr  Thayers. 

26.  After  Dinner  reached  Concord. 

27.  Returned  to  Salem. 

31.  Bishop  Griswold  preached  for  Parson  Fisher.  I 
drank  Tea  with  him  at  Shepard  Gray’s. 

June  1.  Carried  Rawlins  and  Mary  Peabody  to  An- 
dover & returned.  Peter  was  uneasy  and  Home  sick.  Car- 
ried him  Home. 

2.  Master  Parker,  Derby  & young  Gerrish  dined  with 
me  on  Salmon. 

3.  Peter  returned. 

9.  Grandson  Benja  & Mr  Saltonstall  din’d. 

12.  Mr  Merrill  din’d  with  me.  Rainy. 

13.  Mrs  Pickman  out  the  Ist  Time. 

15.  Din’d  alone  at  the  Farm. 

1 7.  Dr  Cleveland  dined  with  me. 

19.  Mr  Sam  Knap  dined  with  me. 

22.  The  horrid  News  of  war  with  G.  Britain  arrived. 
Town  Meeting  to  petition  against  War. 
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24.  Revd  Mr  Kidder  of  Dunstable,  N.  Hampshire, 
dined  with  me. 

26.  Din’d  at  the  Farm. 

29.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came.  Mr  Osgood  returned. 

July  2,  1812.  The  Family  dined  with  me,  and  Doctor 
Barnard  din,d. 

7.  Carried  Mr  Osgood  to  Boston  and  we  dined  with 
John  Derby,  bron  Mr  Osgood  to  Salem. 

10.  A Prize  arrived,  taken  by  Cap  Webb. 

13.  Began  to  mow  at  the  Farm. 

1 6.  Elizabeth  & Martha  arrived.  Mary  Peabody  dined 
with  me  at  the  Farm. 

1 7.  Spent  the  Evening  with  Ezekiel  Savage,  Esqr. 

23.  Kept  as  a Day  of  Fasting  & Prayer  appointed  by 
Govr  Strong. 

24.  Din’d  at  Lynn  Spring  with  Cap11  John  Derby  and 
others  from  Boston. 

28.  Dined  at  Cap1  RamsdelPs  at  Flax  Pond.  Incessant 
Rains. 

29.  Martha  West  came  to  stay. 

Aug.  1.  Dined  at  the  Farm. 

2.  News  that  great  Murders  had  been  done  at  Balti- 
more, all  good  People  extremely  distressed. 

5.  Mr  Tucker  dressed  a Turtle  and  several  sent  & dined 
on  it. 

7.  Mr  Blanchard  dined  with  me. 

14.  Martha  West  left  us. 

19.  Master  Parker  and  his  Brother  Stone  dined  with 
me. 

20.  Jim  Madison’s  Fast.  Carried  Rawlins  to  Andover 
& Returned. 
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2 1 . Gay  ton  Osgood  & Derby  din’d. 

25.  Din’d  at  Son  Benja’s  with  Mr  Thayer. 

26.  Walked  to  the  Farm. 

29.  Derby  & Isaac  Osgood  dined  with  me  at  the  Farm. 
Sept.  7.  Master  Parker  & Mr  Stone  Passed  the  Evening. 
Mr  Stone  played  on  his  Flute. 

1 7.  Rawlins,  Anstiss  and  Hannah  Smith  & Derby  dined 
with  me  at  the  Farm. 

27.  Mrs  Osgood  came  and  bro’t  Isaac  to  attend  the  Fu- 
neral of  his  Grandmother  the  Widow  Pickman.  Gayton 
came  Yesterday. 

Oct.  20,  1812.  Widow  Pickman’s  furniture  sold. 

23.  Altering  the  Road  that  leads  to  My  Farm. 

24.  Dined  at  Saltonstalls.  Louisa  Farnham  came. 

Nov.  1.  Abner  Briggs  din’d  with  me. 

5.  Grandson  Benja  din’d.  Evening  at  Son  Benjas. 

6.  Parson  Fisher  and  Esquire  Savage  dined  with  me. 

10.  Thomas  Cushing,  the  Printer,  dined  with  me. 

11.  Dudley  Pickman  dined  with  me. 

1 2.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me.  Walked  to  the  Farm. 

14.  A great  Snow  Storm,  but  the  Snow  laid  a short 
Time. 

15.  Master  Parker  sup’d  with  me. 

20.  Din’d  with  Son  Benja,  Judge  Sewal  there. 

24.  Shepard  Gray  din’d  with  me. 

26.  Family  dined  with  me  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

29.  Master  Parker  sup’d  with  me. 

Dec.  1 . A very  pleasant  Day.  There  was  an  Oration. 

3.  Mr  Saltonstall  and  his  Brother  Varnum  dined  with 
me.  Very  snowy. 

5.  Gayton  din’d  with  me.  My  excellent  & worthy 
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Friend,  John  Derby  of  Boston,  died  very  suddenly  this 
Morning  aged  71. 

7.  Had  a very  pleasant  Walk  to  the  Farm.  Master 
Parker  din’d  with  me. 

11.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me  on  boiled  Turkey  — 
and  Mary  Peabody. 

14.  Master  Parker  & Sam  Peabody  sup’d  with  me. 

16.  Derby  & Francis  dined  with  me. 

17.  Had  a very  pleasant  walk  to  the  Farm.  Evening 
at  son  Benjas. 

19.  Mr  Osgood  came  and  carried  Sally  to  Andover. 

25.  Parson  Barnard  preached  at  Church  and  Ezekiel 
Savage  read  Prayers.  I dined  at  Son  Benja’s. 

27.  Miss  Smith  din’d  with  me  and  Master  Parker  sup’d. 

29.  Had  a very  pleasant  walk  to  Beverly.  No  Snow  on 
the  Ground.  Dusty.  Evening  at  Dudley’s. 

30.  A pleasant  walk  to  the  Farm.  Evening  at  Sam 
Peabodys. 

Jan.  9,  1813.  Yesterday  2 Sons  and  Dr  Prince  dined 
here. 

10.  Alexander  arrived.  4 Killed. 

14.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me.  Privateer  Mont- 
gomery arrived.  Mr  Blaisdell  who  lived  on  my  Farm 
Killed. 

15.  A very  great  Snow  Storm.  On  the  13th  I had  a very 
pleasant  walk  to  the  Farm.  Very  dusty. 

16.  Captain  Benja  Upton  badly  wounded  on  board  the 
Montgomery. 

21.  Mr  Saltonstall  and  Derby  dined  and  Gayton  Os- 
good. 

23.  Derby,  Gayton  Osgood  & Jos.  Orne  dined.  Soon 

[ !97  3 


The  Diary  of  Benjamin  Pickman 

after  dinner  in  came  Parson  Spalding,  Master  Parker’s 
Wife,  Nanny  Ashton  & the  Doctor.  Such  a medley. 

24.  Snow  Storm.  Great  News  from  Russia. 

26.  A great  Snow  Storm.  Mr  Tildens  and  3 other  Stores 
burnt  down  near  the  Head  of  Union  Wharf. 

27.  Mr  Rogers  and  Anstiss  dined  here.  Very  cold. 

30.  Extremely  cold.  Mr  Osgood  taken  sick. 

Feb.  2.  Rawlins  and  the  Doctor  went  to  Andover. 

3.  Derby  and  Ebenr  Putnam  dined  with  me. 

4.  Mr  Osgood  much  worse.  Master  Parker  sup’d. 

5.  Rawlins  went  to  Andover.  Mr  Osgood  better,  Cold 
weather.  The  Doctor  and  Master  Parker  dined  with 
me  on  a Pickerill  that  weighed  4*4  Pounds.  Price  62 
Cents. 

8.  My  Father’s  Birthday. 

9 & 10.  Very  moderate.  Great  Thaw  on  the  10th.  Han- 
nah went  to  Dracut. 

15.  Nurse  Barker  who  lived  in  my  Family  40  years 
died,  aged  74. 

17.  Nurse  Barker  buried  from  her  Sons. 

26.  Dined  at  Shepard  Grays  with  Bishop  Griswold. 

March  1 . Rain.  6 inches  Snow. 

3.  Snow  Storm.  Rawlins  had  a great  Party. 

13.  The  Snow  has  fallen  every  other  Day  and  March 
is  very  cold. 

17.  Son  Benja,  Dr  Prince,  Mr  Merril  and  Mr  Rogers 
dined  with  me  on  Venison. 

18.  The  Sleighing  continues  very  good. 

20.  Josiah  in  carrying  Mary  Peabody  Home,  fell  and 
hurt  her  extremely. 

23.  The  Thermometer  at  60. 
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25.  Extremely  cold  again.  Mr.  Dudley  Pickman,  L. 
Saltonstall  & Master  Cole  dined  with  me. 

27.  Mary  Peabody  surprisingly  recovered. 

31.  Carried  Parson  Barnard  to  Beverly  to  dismiss  Dow. 

April  1,  1813.  Mr  Rogers  and  Master  Parker  dined  on 
a large  leg  of  Mutton. 

2.  Son  Doctor  very  much  troubled  with  the  Rheumatism. 

5.  Master  Parker  passed  the  night,  sup’d. 

7.  Son  Doctor  very  sick. 

10.  Son  Doctor  much  better.  Very  warm,  to  the  Farm. 

12.  2 Frigates  English  near  Boston  Light  House  — 
hundreds  went  to  Leggs  Hill  to  see  them. 

14.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came. 

15.  They  dined  with  me  on  Salmon.  Master  Parker  & 
John  Rogers  dined  with  me. 

16.  Went  to  the  Court  House  to  hear  the  Revd  Doctor 
O’Brien  the  Roman  Catholic  Minister. 

17.  Pleasant  walk  to  the  Farm. 

23.  Mr.  Hilgard  dined  with  me. 

May  1.  Honest  Tom  Cushing  din’d. 

6.  Din’d  with  Leveret  Saltonstall  on  Salmon. 

7.  John  Rogers  dined. 

24.  Mr  Bigelow,  Master  Parker  & Son  Benja  dined 
here  and  J.  Prince  Jr. 

26.  Gayton  Osgood  & sister  came. 

31.  Josiah  carried  Rawlins  to  Boston. 

June  6.  Mr  Allen  of  N.  Salem  came. 

7.  Mr  Allen  returned. 

8.  Mr  Osgood  came  & carried  Rawlins  to  Andover. 
There  never  was  known  a more  grows  season.  Mr  Parker 
dined  with  me  on  the  4th  at  the  Farm. 
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io.  Carried  M.  Peabody  to  Andover  and  bro’t  Rawlins 
Home  through  Reading. 

14.  Enoch  Dow  the  Tailor  and  free  Mason  buried ; a 
vast  concourse  of  People. 

21.  Son  Benja  & Family  removed  to  Andover  to  Govr 
Philips  House. 

24.  Son  Benja  & Anstiss  din’d  with  us.  The  Doctor 
visited  his  Mother. 

29.  The  Widow  Hay  came  and  retd  the  next  day.  Rode 
to  the  Farm. 

July  1,  1813.  Rawlins,  Mary  Peabody,  Polly  Ropes  & 
self  dined  at  the  Farm. 

6.  Mrs  Pickman  & Anstiss  din’d  and  Returned.  Dr 
went  to  Andover. 

14.  Carried  Master  Parker  to  Boston.  I dined  with  the 
widow  Derby. 

15.  Mr  Parker  and  I sup’d  with  M.  Webb. 

Aug.  2.  Son  Benja  & wife  & Anstiss  came. 

12.  Went  to  Andover  with  Rawlins  & Miss  Smith  and 
bro’t  Home  Elisabeth. 

13.  The  Girls  dined  at  the  Farm.  Son  Wm  came  on  the 

<jth 

14.  Tertius  carried  Miss  Smith  Home. 

19.  Nat  West  carried  Eliza  Home 

23.  Dudley  dined.  Capt.  Lawrence  buried  with  great 
Pomp. 

30.  Attended  the  Funeral  of  Patty  Wright  aged  17. 
A very  amiable  Girl  who  died  at  my  Farm  of  a Typhus 
Fever. 

Sept.  1.  Gayton  & Isaac  Osgood  came  and  returned. 

4.  My  Class  Mate  J.  Ely  of  Springfield  came  to  see  me. 
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6.  He  returned. 

9.  It  has  been  very  sickly  at  my  Farm.  One  died. 

22.  Son  Benjms  Family  came  home. 

24.  Abner  Briggs  din’d. 

25.  Dined  at  H.  Hathornes. 

30.  A Violent  Line  Storm. 

Oct.  1,  1813.  12  Persons  at  my  Farm  have  had  the 
Typhus  Fever. 

3.  Mr  Chandler  & the  Doctor  dined. 

5.  Lawyer  Merril  dined. 

9.  Walked  to  the  Farm.  The  Men  better. 

12.  Dudley  Pickman,  H.  Blanchard  and  Son  Tom 
dined  here. 

15.  Pastor  Prince  & Son,  & Son  Benja  din’d. 

2 1 . Leverett  Saltonstall  dined,  Mr  Osgood  & Sally  came. 

22.  Mr  Osgood  returned  to  Andover. 

31.  Sally  Osgood  went  to  Ichabod  Tuckers.  Mrs  Pick- 
man  has  a violent  cold  and  very  faint  in  Evening. 

November  4.  Gayton  Pickman  din’d  with  me. 

5.  Honest  Tom  Cushing  dined. 

7.  A very  fine,  clear,  beautiful  Day.  Mr  Hurd  preached. 
9.  Master  Cole  and  Sam  Knap  dined.  Mr  Osgood  came. 

11.  Din’d  very  pleasantly  at  the  Farm  without  a Fire. 

12.  Sheriff  Bartlett  and  Master  Parker  dined.  Mr 
Smith  drank  Tea. 

13.  Mr  Isaac  Smith  dined. 

17.  Sam  Knap  says  a Peace  will  be  in  18  months. 

18.  My  Birth  Day.  Master  Parker  & John  Rogers 
dined. 

Dec.  2.  Appleton  White  dined  with  me. 

23.  Walked  to  the  Farm.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me. 
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24.  Derby  Pickman  dined  with  me. 

26.  Martha  Pickman  dined  with  me 

30.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me.  I sup’d  at  Mich. 
Webb’s  and  tarry’d  until  a Quarter  before  10  which  is 
very  late  for  me. 

31.  Derby  and  Augustus  Peabody  and  George  Derby 
dined  with  me. 

Jan.  1,  1814.  Walked  to  the  Farm. 

7.  Walked  to  Beverly. 

11.  The  Doctor,  Wm  Rogers  and  Derby  dined  with  me. 

14.  Master  Parker  and  the  2 Miss  Peabodys  dined 
with  me. 

24.  Sally  Osgood,  Gayton  and  Isaac  came  and  dined 
and  Derby  Pickman.  Isaac  returned.  Rawlins  and  Sally 
went  to  the  Cotilion  Party. 

26.  Gayton  Osgood  and  Derby  and  Elizabeth  dined. 

29.  Sally  Osgood  went  to  stay  with  Dudley  Pickman. 

Feb.  2.  Mr  Osgood  came,  he  and  Master  Parker  supd. 

3.  Mr  Osgood,  Gayton  and  the  Doctor  dined.  Mr  Os- 
good & Gayton  went  Home. 

4.  Extremely  cold,  the  Glass  down  to  Nothing.  Raw- 
lins lodged  at  Dudleys. 

6.  News  arrived  that  the  Dutch  had  taken  Holland. 
Derby  and  the  2 Peabodys  dined  yesterday. 

9.  Mrs  Dudley  Pickman,  Miss  Smith  and  Anstiss  & 
Sally  Osgood  dined  here. 

15.  Parson  Barnard,  Mr  Adams  preaching  at  Sl  Peters 
Church,  Shepard  Gray,  Mr  Osgood  and  Sally  dined  and 
the  Doctor  and  Mr  Osgood  went  home. 

23.  The  Doctor  dined  here.  Miss  Farnham  & Sally  Os- 
good staying  here. 
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24.  I dined  at  Shepard  Gray’s  with  Mr  Adams. 

28.  Mr  Osgood  & Parson  Loring  came  and  dined  and 
son  Wm  and  the  Doctor. 

Mar.  5.  Miss  Farnham  went  to  Beverly.  I dined  at 
Son  Benja  on  Venison  the  4th.  Very  cold  weather.  Mr 
Chandler  the  School  Master  dined  with  me  on  Friday  the 
6th.  A number  of  British  and  German  Troops  arrived 
from  Lake  Ontario  and  went  on  Board  a Cartel  bound  to 
Halifax. 

9.  Master  Parker  & Capt  Knight  supd. 

11.  Mr  Parker  and  Edward  Barnard  sup’d. 

14.  Mr  Merril  the  Lawyer  dined. 

17.  Nephew  Dudley  Pickman  had  a great  Cotillion 
Party,  invited  170,  80  went. 

1 8.  Mary  Farnham  went  home. 

22.  Two  Sons,  Dudley  Pickman,  Parson  Prince  dined 
with  me  on  Venison. 

28.  John  Rogers  & Anstiss  & Master  Parker  dined  on 
Edge  Bone  of  fine  Beef. 

April  2,  1814.  Carried  Rawlins,  M.  Peabody  and  Ade- 
line to  Andover  and  returned.  Very  muddy. 

4.  Quiet  Election. 

7.  Fast  Day.  Taken  faint  at  Meeting. 

14.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood,  Benja  & Thos  dined.  Mr  & 
Mrs  Osgood  went  home. 

1 6.  Grandson  Gayton  dined. 

20.  Isaac  Osgood  and  Sally  came. 

21.  Embargo  taken  off  to  great  Joy. 

23.  Carried  Rawlins  & Nancy  Ashton  to  Andover.  Re- 
turned. 

26.  Rawlins  & myself  dined  at  Farm. 
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30.  Thomas  Cushing  dined  with  me. 

May  3.  Carried  Master  Parker  to  Andover.  Turnpike 
very  bad. 

6.  School  master  Chandler  dined  with  me. 

11.  News  arrived  that  the  Allies  entered  Paris. 

15.  Frederick  Gray  dined  with  me. 

20.  Dined  at  the  Farm  with  Rawlins,  Mary  Peabody  & 
Francis. 

25.  Derby,  Augustus  Peabody  & George  Derby  dined. 

26.  Mrs  Thayer  and  son  Benja  dined. 

28.  Revd  Warren  Pearce  and  son  dined  & Derby. 

30.  Leverett  Saltonstall  dined  with  me. 

June  1.  Carried  Rawlins  & Anstiss  to  Boston  and  dined 
with  Mrs  Derby.  Returned. 

12.  Doctor  Osgood  of  Medford  preached  all  Day.  A 
very  crowded  House.  Excellent. 

13.  A Cartel  arrived  from  Halifax. 

15.  Lieutenant  Miller  Commissary  of  the  Cartel,  Capt 
Cunningham,  an  Englishman  & Capt.  Nat.  West  dined 
with  me. 

17.  Dined  at  son  Benjas  with  Lieut  Miller  & Cunning- 
ham. 

19.  Lieut  Miller  dined  with  me. 

22.  Mr  Knap  & Appleton  White  dined  with  me. 

25.  Went  to  Haverhill  with  Mr  Saltonstall  and  Lieut 
Miller.  Dined  with  Dr.  Saltonstall. 

July  2,  1814.  Mary  Farnham  came. 

4.  Mary  Farnham,  her  sister  Loufise],  her  Brother 
Wm,  Isaac  & Sally  Osgood  & Doctor  Pickman  dined. 

5.  Sally  Osgood  and  Isaac  went  home.  They  all  dined 
except  the  Doctor. 
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6.  Carried  Rawlins  & Anstiss  to  Boston  and  dined  with 
grandson  Benja.  The  3 Farnhams  went  home. 

7.  Rawlins  & Mary  Peabody  dined  at  the  Farm. 

1 1 . Parson  Loring  dined  with  me. 

20.  Mr  Loring  of  Andover  dined. 

26.  Dr  Osgood  of  Andover  & Mr  Savage  dined. 

28.  Dined  at  the  Farm.  Mary  Peabody  ran  in  and 
Elizabeth. 

Aug.  14.  Elizabeth,  Mary  Peabody,  Sally  Cook  and  a 
little  girl  from  Boston  dined  at  the  Farm. 

22.  Gayton  and  Richard  Saltonstall  dined  with  me. 

26.  Captain  Baxter  of  the  Transport  in  the  Harbour, 
and  Lawyer  Merril  dined  with  me. 

27.  Carried  Parson  Prince  to  Andover  and  bro’t  Par- 
son Loring  to  my  House. 

29.  Mr  Osgood  came  and  dined  and  the  Doctor  and 
carried  Parson  Loring  Home. 

Jan.  1,  1816.  A Snow  Storm  yesterday,  the  first  since 
last  March. 

10.  Mr  Loring  came  and  dined  and  Elizabeth  Pickman. 

11.  Mr  Loring  & Sally  went  to  Andover.  I dined  at 
Son  Benjas. 

14.  Gayton  Osgood  dines  with  me  every  Sunday. 

17.  Family  dined  with  me  and  Parson  Abbot  and  Mary 
Ann  Thayer. 

21.  J.  Rogers  & wife  and  Francis  and  G.  Osgood  dined 
here. 

22.  Mr  Osgood  and  Gayton  dined. 

24.  School  Master  Cole  dined. 

25.  Dined  at  the  Doctor’s. 

26.  Rawlins  had  a party  to  dine. 
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Feb.  i.  Admiral  Knight’s  Daughter,  Mr  Chandler  the 
School  Master,  Gayton  Osgood,  Elisabeth  Pickman  and 
Miss  Thayer  dined  here. 

8.  Heard  the  melancholy  News  of  the  Death  of  Mary 
Farnham,  an  amiable  and  highly  meritorious  Person. 

13.  Doctor  Peabody  dined. 

17.  Extremely  cold  for  several  Days.  Madeira  Wine 
froze  in  the  closets.  Cellars  all  froze. 

21.  Mr  Osgood  & Gayton  came  and  dined,  tarry’d  and 
sup’d  on  Venison. 

22.  Mr  Osgood  went  after  Dinner. 

23.  Sup’d  with  Mich.  Webb  on  Venison. 

29.  Dr  Prince,  Mich.  Webb  and  2 Sons  dined  on  Venison. 

March  2.  Rawlins  went  to  Boston.  Gayton  Pickman, 
Gayton  Osgood,  & Robert  Osgood  dined. 

5.  At  the  office. 

8.  Mr  Cushing,  the  Printer,  dined  with  me. 

11.  Great  Town  Meeting,  only  a Moderator  chosen, 
J.  Prince,  Jos.  Ropes. 

12.  Great  snow  Storm.  Mr  Osgood  went  to  Andover. 

13.  Mr  Osgood  & I safe  returned.  Miss  Thayer  dined 
with  me. 

21.  Isaac  Osgood  sailed  for  East  Indies. 

22.  Rode  to  the  Farm.  Good  Sleighing. 

23.  Doctor  Peabody  dined  with  me. 

27.  Dined  with  Son  Benjamin. 

28.  Son  Thos,  Master  Parker  and  Shepard  Gray  dined 
with  me.  Mr  Ober’s  house  in  Bridge  St.  burnt. 

April  1,  1816.  Great  deal  of  Thunder  and  Lightning 
at  Eleven  O’clock  at  Night.  Mr  Miltimore’s  Meeting 
House  at  Newbury  destroyed  by  Lightning. 
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9.  Judge  White  dined  with  me. 

11.  Gayton  Pickman  dined  with  me. 

13.  Mary  Prince  and  Martha  Pickman  dined  with 
Rawlins. 

16.  Gayton  Osgood,  Ebenr  Putnam  and  Elisbth  Pick- 
man  dined. 

19.  Nancy  Ashton  dined  with  Rawlins. 

23.  The  Elephant  at  the  Essex  Coffee  House. 

25.  Anstiss  and  Elisabeth  dined. 

26.  Carried  Rawlins  & Gayton  to  Andover. 

30.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came  after  Dinner. 

May  1.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood,  Gayton  d°  and  the  Doctor 
dined. 

2.  A Black  Spot  on  the  Sun. 

5.  Mr  & Mrs  Rogers  dined  with  us. 

9.  Carried  Gayton  to  Andover. 

10.  The  Doctor  & Elizabeth  dined  on  Salmon. 

29.  Master  Parker  and  the  Doctor  dined. 

June  6.  Doctor  & Wife  & Gayton  Osgood  dined.  The 
Thermometer  yesterday  at  90,  to  Day  at  46. 

10.  Rode  to  the  Farm.  Mr  W.  Pearce  A.  M. 

12.  Carried  Rawlins  & Mary  Peabody  to  Andover. 

15.  Mr  Osgood  and  I went  to  Haverhill.  I dined  with 
the  High  Sheriff. 

19.  Returned  to  Salem* 

20.  Mr  John  Derby  dined  with  me. 

22.  Doctor  Peabody  dined  on  Fish. 

23.  Ann  Bartlett  & Haraden  Gray  dined. 

24.  Revd  Isaac  Smith  of  Boston  dined.  Yesterday  & To 
Day  the  Thermometer  at  96. 

27.  Rain  very  cold.  Humpy  Atherton  & wife  staid  2 
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days  and  returned  the  29th 

30.  Attended  publick  Worship. 

July  3,  1816.  Din’d  at  the  Farm.  Nancy  Ashton  dined 
there. 

5.  John  Derby  dined  with  me.  Elisabeth  dined.  Son 
Wm  came. 

11.  Gayton  Pickman  dined.  Went  to  Andover  after 
Dinner.  Returned. 

12.  Dined  with  the  Revd  Mr  Loring. 

1 7.  Gayton  Pickman  dined.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came  in 
evening. 

20.  Mr  & Mrs  Loring  came. 

21.  Table  full.  Mr  & Mrs  Loring  returned  after  Din- 
ner. 

24.  Carried  Ann  Bartlett  & Eliz.  to  Farm,  din’d. 

30.  Dined  with  Son  Benja  on  Pigeons. 

Aug.  3.  Dined  with  Capn  James  King  in  Elm  Street. 

7.  Asylum  Lecture. 

15.  Carried  Sally  Cook  and  the  2 Peabodys  to  the 
Farm  and  dined. 

1 6.  Sam  Putnam  and  Gayton  Osgood  dined  with  me. 

22.  A great  Fire. 

23.  2 Sons  and  General  Sam  Derby  dined  with  me. 

24.  Doctor  Peabody  dined. 

28.  Ann  Bartlett,  Nancy  Ashton,  Rawlins  and  myself 
dined  at  the  Farm. 

31.  Mr  John  Derby  dined  with  me. 

September  1.  At  Meeting. 

6.  Rawlins,  N.  Ashton  & self  dined  at  the  Farm. 

8.  Fine  Day.  Dr  Porter  preached. 

9.  Dined  at  Son  Benjas. 
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19.  Dudley  & Wife,  Mr  Abbot  & Son  & Mrs  Brown 
dined. 

21.  Doctor  Peabody  dined  with  me. 

30.  Mrs  Rogers  and  her  child  and  mother  dined  with  me. 

October  1,  1816.  Dined  at  the  Farm.  Nancy  Ashton 
dined  there. 

3.  The  Doctor  keeps  chamber. 

8.  Mr  Osgood  came  in  the  evening. 

9.  Mr  Osgood  & Gayton  & Son  Benja.  dined.  Mr  Os- 
good returned. 

10.  Son  Doctor  keeps  his  Bed. 

13.  Market  House  Building. 

19.  Doctor  Peabody  dined  with  me. 

21.  Car  of  Concordia  launched.  15,000  Persons  there, 
as  some  say. 

November  4.  Elizabeth  stayed  2 Days  and  went  Home 
to  day. 

13.  Sheriff  Bartlett,  Judge  White,  Son  Benja,  Mr  & 
Mrs  Loring  Dined. 

1 5.  Lawyer  Varnum  of  Haverhill  dined  with  me. 

1 8.  Master  Parker  & Master  Cole  dined  with  me  on  my 
Birth  Day  and  Mrs  Hay  of  Boston. 

21.  Paul  Upton,  an  honest  faithful  man,  left  my  Farm 
to  keep  the  new  poor  House. 

23.  The  Stalls  in  the  new  Market  House  let  for  two 
thousand  & thirty-three  Dollars. 

25.  Mr  Osgood  came,  he  and  Gayton  dined  and  re- 
turned to  Andover. 

28.  Thanksgiving.  All  the  family  dined  with  me. 

29.  Dined  with  Son  Benjm. 

30.  Son  Benjm  dined  with  me.  . 
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December  i.  Son  Wm  returned. 

3.  Judge  Reed  of  Belfast  dined  with  me. 

6.  Gayton  Osgood  & Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  to  my  House. 

December  21.  Master  Parker  dined. 

24.  Son  Benja  & Leverett  Saltonstall  dined  with  me. 

26.  Revd  Mr  Loring  & Wife  din’d.  Sally  stays. 

28.  Mrs  Osgood  came  and  Son  Wm.  The  Doctor  taken 
with  Bleeding.  Mr  Osgood  came  and  carried  his  Daughter 
Loring  Home.  Avery  remarkable  moderate  winter  hitherto. 

1818.  January  begins  in  a mild  moderate  way. 

5.  Martha  Pickman  dined,  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came. 

14.  Gayton  Osgood  & Joseph  Orne  dined. 

1 8.  Revd  Mr  Loring  din’d. 

21.  Edwd  Tyler  & Polly  Ropes  dined. 

25.  Confined  with  a Dysentry. 

29.  Elisabeth  Pickman  dined  with  us. 

Feb.  4.  Much  Rain  and  a heavy  Wind.  Capn  Carnes 
Barn  blew  down  about  3 in  the  morning. 

6.  Gayton  Pickman  dined. 

7.  Son  Wm  came  & Mr  Tyler. 

9.  Dined  with  Son  Benja.  Mrs  Loring  dined. 

10.  Wm  Returned.  Mrs  Tyler  came. 

13.  Mrs  Tyler  went  Home  to  Vermont.  Mr  Tyler,  Mrs 
Sophia  and  Mary  Toppan  Pickman  dined  Yesterday  with 
Son  Benja. 

March  7,  1818.  Elisabeth  dined.  Very  great  Freshets 
all  over  the  Country.  The  grand  Bridge  at  Springfield  de- 
stroyed and  at  Hartford. 

14.  Son  Wm  came,  went  to  the  Farm.  Shepard  Gray 
dined  the  13  th. 

1 6.  Son  Benja  dined  with  me. 
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17.  Dined  with  Son  Benja. 

21.  Dined  with  Major  Ring. 

25.  John  Rogers  & Master  Parker  dined. 

27.  Mr  Saltonstal  dined  with  me. 

29.  Mr  Sewal  who  supplies  Parson  Abbot’s  Pulpit  dined 
with  me  and  Gayton  Osgood. 

31.  March  has  been  a very  pleasant  Month,  less  Snow 
and  better  travelling  than  I have  known. 

Apr.  10,  1818.  Isaac  Osgood  dined  & returned.  It  has 
been  extremely  snowy  and  rainy,  the  Cellars  all  full  of 
Water. 

12.  Susan  Kitteridge,  Daughter  of  Doctor  Kitteridge 
of  Andover,  dined. 

22.  Nancy  Ashton  & Mrs  Young  dined. 

29.  Mrs  Abbot  and  her  Son  William  dined.  Timothy 
Dakin  came. 

May  4.  Mary  Toppan  has  a bad  cold.  The  Rain  has  in- 
creased the  Water  in  the  Cellars. 

6.  Abundance  of  Rain  and  a severe  Thunder  Storm. 
Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came.  Son  Benja  & Gayton  Osgood  dined. 

7.  All  the  Family  dined  with  Son  Benja. 

8.  Mr  Osgood  carried  Sophia  to  Boston  and  returned. 

11.  I dined  with  Son  Benja  on  Salmon. 

15.  Mr  Osgood  came  and  dined  and  carried  Mrs  Os- 
good to  Andover.  * 

16.  Town  Meeting  for  Representatives,  all  Peace  & 
Quietness  where  5 years  ago  all  was  confusion  & every 
evil  Work.  Doctor  Peabody  dined  with  me. 

21.  Nabby  Toppan  came.  The  Evangelical  Society  had 
a Lecture  at  Mr  Abbots  Meeting  House  and  dined  with 
Son  Benja. 
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28.  Mrs  Pickman  & Mary  Toppan,  Rawlins,  Polly 
Ropes,  Mary  Peabody  and  myself  dined  at  the  Farm.  We 
have  had  remarkably  pleasant  weather  for  some  Time. 

June  1.  Varney  Pearce  Esqr  of  New  Salem,  Repre- 
sentative, dined  with  me  and  returned.  G1  Rain. 

4.  Mrs  Pickman  and  Child,  Rawlins,  myself  & Mary 
Peabody  & Gayton  Osgood  went  to  Andover  to  stay. 

11.  Son  Benja  & Wife  came  and  dined  & returned. 

1 6.  Dined  with  the  Revd  Mr  Loring. 

21.  Had  a fine  Mess  of  Green  Peas  from  the  Farm,  a 
Fortnight  earlier  than  ever  I had  them. 

23.  Mrs  Pickman  and  Child,  Rawlins,  Isaac  Osgood 
and  myself  dined  at  the  Farm. 

29.  Master  Parker  dined.  Son  Wm  came  and  Mr  Os- 
good and  Isaac.  Mr  Osgood  returned. 

30.  Son  William  returned. 

July  1,  1818.  Isaac  Osgood  went  to  Sea  in  Mr  Grays 
new  Ship. 

13.  Mr  Atherton,  who  was  graduated  in  1794,  Dined 
with  me  & Son  Benja. 

15.  Mrs  Pickman  and  her  Child,  Rawlins  & Martha 
Pickman  and  myself  dined  at  the  Farm.  A violent  Wind 
all  Day  and  very  smoky. 

17.  Gayton  Osgood  went  Home  not  well. 

19.  Francis  dined. 

Aug.  4.  Mrs  Osgood  & Gayton  came  and  returned. 

10.  Son  Wm  came  Home  unwell. 

1 7.  Son  Wm  rode  to  the  Farm. 

19.  Shepard  Gray,  Cashier,  and  James  King,  Clerk  of 
Essex  Bank,  absconded  havs  defrauded  the  Bank  of  thirty 
thousand  Dollars. 


The  Diary  of  Benjamin  Pickman 

Sept.  7.  A very  plentiful  Rain  which  was  extremely 
wanted.  No  rain  for  50  Days  past. 

8.  Potatoes  a Dollar  a Bushel.  The  Rain  continues. 

12.  Master  Parker  dined  with  me. 

14.  Dined  at  the  Farm. 

17.  Gayton  Osgood  and  young  Holyoke  dined  with  me. 

26.  William  carried  Mrs  Pickman  to  Andover,  dined 
and  returned. 

27.  Mr  Loring  came  and  preached  for  Doctor  Prince. 
Went  Home  after  Service. 

30.  Went  to  the  Farm  and  dined,  carried  Nancy  Ash- 
ton. Son  Wm  went  to  Boston. 

October  1.  Son  Wm  Returned  to  Salem. 

8.  Gayton  Osgood  opened  his  Office  in  Rust’s  Buildings. 

12.  Went  to  the  Farm  and  dined. 

28.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  came.  Mr  Rogers  and  Family 
dined. 

29.  Mr  & Mrs  Osgood  returned. 

November  1,  1818.  Mr  Shaw  preached. 

5.  Dined  with  Son  Benjamin. 

14.  Master  Parker  dined. 

21.  Mrs  Sophia  Pickman  and  her  Daughter  went  to 
Boston  with  Mrs  Benja  Pickman. 

23.  They  returned. 

25.  Dined  with  Son  Benja. 

28.  Doctor  Peabody  dined  with  me. 

30.  Shepard  Gray  and  James  King  the  greatest  Thieves 
that  ever  lived  arrived  in  Canada. 

December  3.  All  my  Family  dined  with  me  being 
Thanksgiving  Day. 

[Benjamin  Pickman  died  May  12,  1819.] 
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Tabitha,  5,  6. 

Thomas,  4,  21,  29,  64,  80,  84,  170, 
172,  177,  180,  184,  198,  199, 
200,  204,  206,  207,  210. 
Thomas  Walker,  47. 

William,  5,  7-10,  19,  20,  22,  23, 
28,  54,  80,  132,  175,  177,  191, 
193,  212. 

William  Dudley,  38,  49. 

Rev.  William  Rawlins,  47. 

Pike,  Richard,  7. 

Plaisted,  Colonel,  14. 

Plummer, , 173. 

Caroline,  182. 

Poor,  Peter,  192,  194. 

Pope, , 159. 

Popkin,  Rev. , 174. 

Porter, , no,  167. 
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1:2283 


Index 


Toppan,  Thomas,  77. 

Willoughby,  77,  78. 

Trask,  Clara  Louise  (Ryder),  36. 
Treadwell,  Doctor,  85. 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  53. 

Tucker, , 174,  195. 

Dean,  90. 

Ichabod,  181,  187,  190,  201. 
Tufts,  Samuel,  170. 

Turner, , 91,  177. 

Doctor,  184. 

Mrs.,  162. 

John,  166. 

Tyler,  Edward,  210. 

Tyng, , 175. 

Upham, , 1 71. 

Upton,  Capt.  Benjamin,  197. 

Paul,  209. 

Vans, , 160. 

Varnum, , 196,  209. 

Vassal, , 93. 

Vaux,  Doctor,  167. 

Verney,  Mrs.,  15 1. 

Vial,  John,  7. 

Wade,  Elizabeth  Catherine,  32. 
Walcott,  Alfred  Foster,  46. 

Anna,  45. 

Anstiss,  44. 

Anstiss  Pickman,  43. 
Benjamin  Pickman,  44. 
Charles,  44. 

Charles  Folsom,  44. 

Charlotte  Elizabeth,  45. 
Elizabeth  Wyman,  45. 

Eustis,  44. 

Elizabeth  Derby,  46. 

Faith,  46. 

Fanny  Morgan,  46. 

George,  45. 

Henry,  45. 

Henry  Pickering,  M.D.,  45. 


Walcott,  Henry  Richards,  45. 

Jabez,  43. 

John  Cotton,  46. 

Martha  Pickman,  44. 

_ Mary,  43,  45. 

Mary  (Baker),  43. 

Maurice  Richardson,  46. 

Morgan,  46. 

Oliver,  46. 

Richard,  45. 

Robert,  45. 

Robert  Richards,  45. 

Roger  Conant,  45. 

Samuel,  29. 

Samuel  Baker,  43. 

Samuel  Frye,  44. 

Samuel  Pickman,  44. 

Walker, , 153,  154,  163,  167. 

Elizabeth,  47. 

John,  156. 

Thomas,  47. 

Walters,  Amy  (Parbury),  34. 
Anthony  Melmoth,  34. 

Arthur  Melmoth,  34. 

Christopher  Melmoth,  34. 

Ward,  Captain,  182. 

Widow,  175,  178. 

Ebenezer,  10. 

Joshua,  175,  177. 

Waring,  Mrs.,  160. 

Warren,  Joseph,  53. 

Webb,  Captain,  195. 

Benjamin,  179. 

Michael,  177,  187,  200,  202,  206. 

Webster,  — , 167. 

Daniel,  43. 

Weeks,  Hannah,  5. 

Wells,  Doctor,  67. 

Welsh,  Widow,  178. 

West,  Captain,  174,  177,  185. 
Elizabeth,  187. 

Martha,  174,  177,  179,  .181,  183- 
185,  190,  195. 


C229H 


Index 


West,  Capt.  Nat.,  204. 

Nathaniel,  169,  200. 

Westley, , 155. 

Weston,  Anstiss,  44, 

Charles,  44. 

Melville,  44. 

Robert,  44. 

Robert  Dickson,  44. 

Wetmore,  Annie  Derby  Rogers,  42. 
Edith  Malvina  Keteltas,  42. 

Senator  George  Peabody,  vi,  39- 
42. 

Maude  Alice  Keteltas,  42. 

Nancy  (Shepard),  39. 

Rogers  Pickman  Derby  Keteltas, 
42. 

Seth,  39. 

William  Shepard,  39. 

William  Shepard  Keteltas,  42. 
Whalley,  John,  114. 

Wharton,  Nancy  Willing  (Spring),  50. 
William  Craig,  50. 

William  Fisher,  50. 

William  Pickman,  50. 

Wheelock,  Clara  Martha,  24. 

Elijah,  24. 

Mary  (Colburn),  24. 

Wheelwright, , 166. 

Whistler,  Gwendolyn,  35. 

Sophia  Marguerite,  35. 

Thomas  Delano,  35. 

White, , 129. 

Judge,  207,  209. 

Appleton,  201,  204. 

Daniel  Appleton,  172. 

Capt.  Joseph,  169. 

Whitehead,  Elizabeth  Caroline  Grace, 

37- 

John  Lievesay,  37. 

Sophia  (Martin),  37. 

Whitelock, , 97,  *57- 

Whitford,  Sir  John,  91. 

Whitman,  Rev.  — , 174- 

Ik 


Whitmore,  Thomas,  39. 

Widnell, , 158,  160-162. 

Wiggin,  Elizabeth  N.,  50. 

Joseph  Hill,  50. 

Sarah  Loretta  (McCoy),  50. 

Wild, , 155,  156. 

Wilkes,  John,  15 1. 

Willard, , hi. 

Williams, , 109. 

Eleanore  Fay,  35. 

Eleanore  Thaxter  (Dodd),  35. 
Frances  Guild,  35. 

George  Foster,  32. 

George  Low,  35. 

Henry  Morland,  35. 

Hope,  32. 

Capt.  Israel,  169. 

John  Davis,  32. 

Lucy  Lambert,  32. 

Peter  Fay,  32. 

Porter,  116. 

Robert  Wade,  32. 

Capt.  Sam.,  116. 

Willis, , 178,  185. 

Captain,  165. 

Willoughby,  Abigail,  n. 

Francis,  65. 

Mary,  65. 

Nehemiah,  n. 

Wingate,  Paine,  53. 

Winslow, 129. 

Winthrop,  , 72. 

John,  3. 

Witton, , 167. 

Woodley,  — , 158. 

Worcester,  Rev.  ,188,  192. 

Wrenthalls, , 175. 

Wright,  Baker,  163,  164. 

Patty,  200. 

Wyman,  Anna  Morrill,  44. 

Young,  Mrs. , 21 1. 

Captain,  146. 

03 


A"  23 


'•  li 


m 


Date  Due 


The  diary  and  letters  of  Benja  main 


3 12b2  03124  133b 


S»20'9W 

ern  lOo 

one ..  . 

JL!  *-  U ipUJ 

Mfiv  1 7 28 

